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Huntsville City Council Resolution No. 20-487

APPEARANCES
Huntsville Police G tizens Advisory Council

Menbers Present:

Victoria Querrieri
WIllie Love

Shel ly McCul | ey
Jonat han Rossow
Ruben Fl ores

John Reit zel

John Qd shef ski
David Little
Gregory Bentley
Wl ey Day, Jr.

Counsel :
Trey Riley

Attorney at Law

Cty of Huntsville Ofice of Gty Attorney
308 Fountain Crcle Gty Hall, 6th Floor

Huntsvill e, Al abamn, 35801
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Huntsville City Council Resolution No. 20-487

|, Kennedy G bbs, a Certified Court
Reporter, and a Notary Public for the State of
Al abama at Large, acting as Conm ssioner, certify
that on this date, there cane before ne at the
offices of the Huntsville City Hall, in
Huntsvill e, Al abama, conmencing at approxi mately
5:00 p.m, on Septenber 17, 2020, the HPCAC public
hearing, in the above cl ause, whereupon the

foll owi ng proceedi ngs were had:

M5. GUERRIERI: |'ll go ahead and call the
neeting to order. It's 5:00 o' clock. M nane is
Vicki Cuerrieri. Appointed by Councilwonman
Robi nson District 3. | amcurrently serving as
chai rwoman. On behalf of The Huntsville Police
Citizens Advisory Council, | would like to wel cone
you to the third public hearing regarding the
protest events of June 1lst and June 3rd.

To get us started, | will call the roll of
the Advisory Council. Wen | call your nane, |
woul d appreciate it if each nenber woul d announce
their presence.

WIlly Love, appointed by the mayor,
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serving as vice chair.
MR LOVE: Here.
MS5. GQUERRI ERI: John d shefski,

by the mayor. John is running a little |

appoi nt ed

at e.

He'll be here. John Reitzel, appointed by the

chi ef of police.

VR. RElI TZEL: Her e.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Ruben Fl ores, appointed by

chief of police, serving as secretary.

MR FLORES: Her e.

M5. GUERRIERI: David Little, appointed by

chief of police, nmedia comrunications.

MR LITTLE: Here.

M5. GUERRIERI: G egory Bentl ey,
by Councilman Keith, District 1.

MR, BENTLEY: Here.

MS. GQUERRI ERI : Jonat han Rossow,
by Council man Akridge, District 2.

MR. ROSSOWN  Here.

M5. GUERRIERI: Shelly MCull ey,
by Councilman Kling, D strict 4.

M5. MCCULLEY: Here.

M5. GUERRIERI: Warren Day Jr.

appoi nt ed

appoi nt ed

appoi nt ed

appoi nt ed
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by Councilman Cul ver, District 5.

MR DAY: Present.

M5. GUERRI ERI: The Advisory Council was
charged by city council resolution with conducting
that review. The public hearing is part of the
advi sory council's fact-finding stage of the
ongoi ng revi ew process. As part of that effort,
comunity input by electronic formwas active from
July the 7th to August the 7th, with over 750
conmments received. All correspondence was read
and is being considered by nenbers of the advisory
counci | .

In addition, the advisory council retained
i ndependent | egal counsel to assist in the
di scharge of its duties. Legal counsel created a
website, huntsvillepolicereview com through which
nmenbers of the public may upl oad vi deo or
phot ographs or submt additional coments.

Two public hearings were held prior to
this group and organi zati onal hearings. The first
heari ng was August the 12th from 5: 00 unti
8:00 p.m The second was hel d August 28t h,

10:00 a.m to 1:00 p.m This public hearing is
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for groups and organi zations. Wth the assistance
of M. Kenny Anderson, Multicultural Affairs
Oficer for the city of Huntsville, and nenbers of
t he advi sory council who were contact ed,
invitations were sent to Interfaith M ssion
Servi ce; NAACP Cakwood University Chapter; Lyons
Security; Qutreach Goup Comnmttee of 100; Dexter
Strong; Tennessee Val l ey Progressive Alliance;
NAACP Local Chapter; Ctizens Coalition for
Crimnal Justice Reform Angela Curry; Essenti al
Nonvi ol ent Uprising Force, ENUF, Jordan Steel man;
Reach Huntsville; Liberal Agenda for North
Al abama. We were unsuccessful finding an e-nail
address to contact them

The presenters were instructed to e-mail
their presentations by Septenber the 11th in order
to be | oaded into the public systemin advance, so
that it could be handl ed appropriately. CCCIR
requested additional tine past the deadline and
was accommodat ed.

This evening each presenter has 15 m nutes
to address the advisory council and to give

testinony relevant to the events of June 1 and
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June 3. This is a listening session. One in
whi ch the presenters' comments are the focus. For
t hat reason, and also to maxim ze the tine for
public comrent, Advisory Council nenbers will not
make remarks this evening other than ny efforts as
chair to guide the procedure.

This hearing is being broadcast |ive on
Contast and also |live stream ng on Facebook and
the city of Huntsville website. It will also be
archived. Please keep your remarks civil. As
fellow citizens, we should express our views
vigorously but in a constructive matter. Foul
| anguage that violates the FCC broadcast rules or
derogatory name calling of any individual wll not
be tolerated. Again, decorumand clarity are
i mportant here.

Each presenter will be given 15
uninterrupted mnutes after stating their nanes.
Ti me cannot be given or shared wi th anot her
speaker.

I wll call the presenters, beginning with
Ms. Angela Curry. M. Curry is with the Ctizens

Coalition for Crimnal Justice Reform |If you
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wll state your nane, please, and then I'l|l start
the time -- and organi zati on.

M5. CURRY: Angela Curry, along with
G audia Mesnil, fromCitizens Coalition for
Crimnal Justice Reform

M5. GUERRI ERI: Wl cone.

M5. CURRY: Thank you. GCkay. So we are
here today to present information that we gathered
from nmenbers of our organi zation. W have Shad
Chavez who was going to present, but he's stayed
in Mbile due to the hurricane. And so C audia
and | are going to go through the slides, so if
you could, go to the next slide -- and add
additional information with that. |'m supposed to
do that. Ckay.

So if you can see up above, our vision is
to establish an authentic police nodel wthin
Madi son County, to include the Huntsville Police
Departnent, the Madi son County Sheriff, and the
Madi son Police Departnent. And our goal is to
buil d partnerships in the community invol ving
| ocal residents so that we can enact reform do

continuous inprovenent as it relates to local |aw
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enforcenent agencies to the elimnation of
institutionalized discrimnatory policies and
practices. And so inpartiality, accountability,
and transparency are key goals and al so the focus
of this evaluation related to |ocal protests.

W, as an organi zation or a group, we
asked the city council for an independent
third-party reviewrelated to the June 1st and 3rd
protest actions, and we still want to nmake it
clear that that is our preferred nmethod, and the
reason that is, is due to the |large anmounts of
evi dence and data whi ch nust be revi ewed and
anal yzed to draw any neani ngful conclusions. W
feel like it would have been hel pful, so we're
grateful for the attorney, but we just felt like a
third party who does this on a full-tinme basis,
such as an auditor or sonething of that effect,
woul d have been the nost effective resol ve.

This is a conplex review, and currently
there are thousands of conplaints to include civil
litigations across the country as a result of |aw
enforcenent response to protesters that is simlar

to the Huntsvill e area.
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So at this point intinme, I'mgoing to
turn it over to Claudia, and she's going to go
over the survey that we did in relation to our
i ndi vi dual residents who were current -- present
at the protests June 1lst and 3rd.

M5. MESNIL: Thank you, Angela. As she
said, I'mdaudia Mesnil, and ny portion is going
to di scuss what the survey consisted of. So once
we agreed to do this presentation, we set out to
remai n as unbi ased as possible. So we sent out a
survey that remained live for 96 hours, and it was
answered by a conmmunity, and it was only sent out
t hrough social nedia due to tine constraints. Qur
survey included factual questions and only
requi red respondents to choose the answer based on
each statenent. Al questions did not have to be
answer ed.

The nunber of people who saw snal |
children at the protests. W use Google forns to
collect the data. The forns could not be
duplicated or filled out twce by the sane person.
The questions were all optional, so there's no

final count of the respondents of the survey,
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however, there is a count for those who
participated in each question. And people could
not fill it out twice like | stated. Here we see
that 70 percent of those who responded that were
at the protests did see small children, once
police action escal at ed.

Pol i ce Communication. |In regards to
police communi cation, we had difficulty item zing,
so we decided to split it into these two
subtopi cs. Nunber one, police did not conmunicate
permt tinmes. Nunmber two, | did not hear an order
to disperse. So in regards to this, we had 73
percent of the respondents who said that they did
not conmmunicate -- police didn't comrunicate
permt tinmes, and 80 -- or 67 percent said that
they did not hear an order to disperse.

These are the accounts regardi ng those.
The first states: Wen announcenents were being
made, we couldn't understand them | asked an
of ficer what they were saying, and if we were
supposed to be follow ng instructions. He replied
by telling ne he had no i dea because he coul dn't

hear or understand whatever was bei ng said.
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have quite a bit of video, including that
interaction wwth that officer, as was children on
t he scene.

The second account states: The cops told
us that protest tinme was over. The third account
states: At around 7:20, | had asked two officers
if it was okay for ny group to wal k back up to the
square. Instead of letting ne know the permt was
over and we needed to | eave, he responded | don't
know. That's your decision. They did not
instruct us to leave or that within ten m nutes
t hey woul d be dispersing the crowd, so we could at
| east |l et other protesters know so we could all
spread the word. It seened |like they wanted us to
wal k back into what would be the Iine of fire.

Pol i ce evacuation plans. So this one we
split it into five different categories. The
first was responded by -- or 72 percent of people
agreed with it, and they said that police were
bl ocki ng the roadways. The second one was agreed
upon by 83 percent, which stated that the police
was present on all sides of the protest like in a

fishbow .

ALABAMA
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The third one was agreed upon by
42 percent of the respondents. And it stated,
police would not allow you to return to your
vehicle, and you had to find an alternate route,
And the fourth one states that police were not
directing traffic to get the attendants out of the
area in a safe and efficient manner, and
85 percent of the people who took the survey
agreed with this one. 11 percent responded,
ot her.

Citizen accounts that agreed wth these or
that related to these say the followng: | left
after the first snoke cani ster was rel eased when
riot police started marching off. |'m pregnant
and felt unsafe. | was afraid | would be -- by
police if | stayed. Since they had started
bl ocking the roads with their vehicles. There was
no clear comunication with the crowmd, is what the
second one st at es.

And they were able to navigate out of the
fishbow , but police nade it difficult to | eave.
Police forced a cromd down dangerous stairways. |

chose to include this one because we di d have

ALABAMA
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senior citizens and small children present at the
protest. They used a force and viol ent agents.
|"mgoing to focus on the two main ones at
the very top. But | want to rem nd you t hat
respondents can choose all the situations which
apply or none. 47 percent of respondents checked,
| suffered fromanxiety fromthe events,
56 percent said that they were affected by tear
gas.

The accounts that related to these were
the followng: | was hit wth sone sort of
shrapnel, and I'munsure if it was from snoke gas
cans or rubber bullets or possibly both. Also
LRAD was used, and |'ve had tinnitus issues since
them The second one states, | was extrenely
affected by the flash restraints or whatever they
were, nore so than the tear gas. They were
extrenmely traumati zi ng.

Pol i ce used physical force or violent
agents to disperse the crowds. Respondents chose
all or none. 5.3 percent checked that they did
recei ve nedical treatnent, 27 percent checked they

W t nessed sonmeone being assaulted by a police

ALABAMA
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of ficer, and 90 percent checked, | w tnessed
sni pers set up on the roof of several buildings.

The accounts related to these are the
followng: | was injured after falling because |
had been tear-gassed and couldn't see where | was
going. Lost my phone and scraped up pretty badly.
The second one states, they shot ny boyfriend in
the back with a rubber bullet and that wound has
now becone a scar. It tore through two articles
of clothing. Confiscation of personal property.
28.6 percent of respondents said that police tried
to take away or destroy nedical supplies. None
sai d anyt hi ng about other personal property.

Enmer gency managenent. Ten percent of
respondents checked officials were on the scene
and available to assist people with injuries. 71
percent of respondents said that police did not
allow nedics to help those who were hurt. The
accounts that related to these state the
followng: | was equipped with first aid supplies
and rendered first aid to people who had been
tear-gassed. Wiile rendering aid, | was forced to

| eave by a line of police officers.

ALABAMA
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Arrests. Al of the respondents who were
arrested had two different officers. One that
showed up on their arrest report and one who
actually arrested them Sone of the individuals
were afraid to respond to the survey due to
possible inplications in their investigation.

Use of weapons: Police nenaced weapons
threateningly either to frighten or provoke
reaction. The second account states, | personally
W t nessed a nenber of the police force ready
prepared with a grenade-| aunch-styl e weapons
earlier in the evening before it was even close to
the end tinme and before the riot team even showed
up, giving a feeling that the police were al nost
hopi ng sonet hi ng happened. Anot her one states, |
was told there wasn't an officer that didn't have
t heir badge nunber conceal ed in duct tape. Al
those | talked to who were arrested told ne this
unani nmousl y.

So these are independent accounts, and
they're not related to any of our categories. The
sheriff told us to get ready with a smle on his

face. Like, he was excited to tear-gas us. HPD
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wer e maki ng j okes about attacking protesters.
They even fist-bunped about the arrests. There
were senior citizens there. |I'ma senior. | have
a terrifying story, and I will never be the sane.

So for the last bit of our presentation
m ne was focused on the factual findings of our
data and fromour survey. Angela is going to
explain how that relates to our m ssion
specifically, the mssion of the pack.

M5. CURRY: So in keeping with our desires
for transparency and expandi ng upon trust and a
relationship building within the community, which
is part of the mssion or the aimof the CAC, we
wer e wondering or expecting that there would be an
official tinme line or progress about this
i nvestigation slash review And so sone of the
t hi ngs that we were expecting was that there were
going to be atinme line of activities once you all
deci ded the process, percentage conplete as far as
this reviewis concerned, any significant
m | estones or findings.

WIl this be done at sone point, or are we

only to hear fromthe CAC when there is a public

ALABAMA
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request for information, or will we hear fromthe
CAC only at the conclusion of this process when
the official report is presented to city council?

In keeping with inpartiality and
accountability, we feel that the intent of the
deci si on makers that deci ded upon the actions
taken is vitally inportant, and they should not be
assuned but rather determ ned based on evi dence.
So in this slide here, the intent -- was the
intent public safety or mlitary exercise? And so
if you |l ook at the slide above, you wll see sone
accounts from Chief McMurray's personal accounts
and sone of the information that we gathered. So
on June 1st, in the chief's press rel ease, he
denounced the actions of O ficer Chauvin of
M nneapolis, yet during the protests, he didn't
show any signs of engagenent or solidarity on
either the 1st or the 3rd.

But in conparison in 2016, Chief MMirray
wal ked in solidarity with the other protesters
rallying over the death of Freddie Gray while he
died in police custody in Baltinore.

So, yes, we agree that | aw enforcenent

ALABAMA
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shoul d have been prepared for violence just
because of what was going on, on the nationa
scene. However, had the sheriff and the chi ef
acted in alignnent with their m ssion, which
i ncl ude protecting life, property, and defendi ng
the constitutional rights of all people with
conpassion, fairness, and integrity, while
mai nt ai ni ng public peace and safety, we feel that
t hese incidents woul dn't have escalated to the
poi nt that they did.

And so then the question is asked, why was
t he public not forewarned about the dangers and
the actions to occur on both the 1st and the 3rd?
We know their businesses were infornmed, but why
not the citizens? So here as it relates to
transparency, we have heard of NAMAC, which is a
regional group that includes the FBI. On a
national |evel on June 1st and June 9th, the FB
i ssued a press release seeking to identify actors
who are instigating violence during protests.

Chief McMurray nentioned in his report at
| east three different persons who were instigating

violence prior to the protests. Wre those

ALABAMA
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i ndi viduals submtted to the nunbers provi ded by
the FBI? The Honel and Departnment of Security al so
presented a report tal king about i ndividuals who
were inciting protests -- violence at protests,
who sonme were fromright-w ng organi zati ons. W
al so have had danage related to white supremacy in
our area. Has that been explored by NAMAC, w ||
there be any updates related to that? What
responsi bility does NAMAC have in keeping the

| ocal governnment or residents informed about these
i nvestigations? |f they arrest soneone, would it
be processed through Jail View, and would it be
avail abl e for public know edge.

In addition, we want to end with the ACOU
gui dance for protesters' rights. W hope that you
are including that in your investigation, and
there are certain guidelines that they |lay out.
Specifically, about tine to give people tine to
conply to requests, unobstructed exit paths, a
clear and detailed way to disperse. And, finally,
we | eave you with the things that we expect to
adhere in this concluded review. Wre there any

| aws violated by |aw enforcenent? What procedures

ALABAMA
COURT REPORTING




© 0 N oo o s~ w NP

[EEN
o

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

Huntsville City Council Resolution No. 20-487

21

were violated by | aw enforcenent agenci es based on
their policy and procedure manual s? Wat wll be
reconpensed for any citizens injured during these
proceedings, if it is, in fact, that |aw

enforcenment viol ated procedure? So we have given

you a list --

M5. GUERRIERI: | believe your tine is up,
Ms. Curry.

M5. CURRY: -- and we hope that you will

i nclude those itens in your report based on
feedback from our group. Thank you.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Thank you for com ng,

Ms. Curry. Next, we have Essential Nonvi ol ent
Uprising Force, ENUF, M. Jordan Steelnman. |f you
will state your nane, please, and the organization
you represent.

MR. STEELMAN. My nane is Jordan Steel nan,
and | represent the ENUF organi zation, Essenti al
Nonvi ol ent Upri sing Force.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Wl cone.

MR. STILLMAN: Thank you. All right. So
real quick, we are going to go through this. W

have a | ot of stuff to cover. Basically, the

ALABAMA
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summat i on of our organization believes that
excessive force was used at the protests of June
1st and 3rd, and this is how w're going to try
and attenpt to showthis to you

While we are going to focus on the force,
so this is quick outline. W're going to exan ne
the force of display that was shown, we're going
to exam ne the actual use of force on both days
and then what we think are m suses of force on
t hose days. And we'll conclude it with a brief
t hought .

And real quickly, the use of force during
this protest has garnered international attention
for Huntsville. This has been on the Internet.

W don't want to be seen as a city that violates
citizens' constitutional rights, and that's why
we're here, that's why we're speaking, so..

Al right. So brief introduction. On My
-- in late May, denonstrations agai nst police
brutality began all across the nation after the
death of George Floyd. June 1st and 3rd happened
here, and they were prine exanpl es of

di sproportionate and dangerous police uses of

ALABAMA
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force. W also that week had two other protests
on May 30th and June 5th that went off w thout a
hitch. No escalation by police. Very nuch in the
sane thene as what happened on the 1st and the
3rd. There was nmarches. There was chanti ng.
There was yelling. So we're going to exam ne what
went wong on the 1st and the 3rd.

So this is not the full report. The rest
of the report is in the renmainder of this
docunent. | just don't have tinme to present it in
15 m nutes, so...

So nove right intoit. And, again, al
t hese pictures you're going to see are from June
1st and 3rd that citizens captured. So this is
t he NCSO standi ng outside on June 3rd. This was
the show of force that protesters were nmet with on
June 3rd. Let's get into it.

Al right. So on June 1st -- let's start
with June 1st. | want to start this quote by
McMurray -- Chief McMurray. The first thing an
of ficer does when he gets to scene, you better
have your boots shined, you better have your

uniformclean, and if you're a Huntsville Police

ALABAMA
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O ficer, you better | ook neat and you better | ook
in control. Because an officer's appearance has
nore force. That's the key. The officer's
appearance has nore force if you know what you're
doing. |If you look like a professional, they wll
treat you like a professional. So that's why the
appearance of force is very inportant. Chief
McMurray understands this. W understand this as
protesters and citizens. |It's inportant what

you' re show ng.

So let's | ook at what HPD showed on the

1st. So inmmediately out of the gate, HPD and NCSO

were all over the courthouse and the courthouse
area. HPD SUVs bl ocked the roads around the
courthouse. Initially there were five to ten
officers on the courthouse steps. By 6:00 p.m,
there were 20 to 25 officers. Sone in light riot
gear.

After the mayor left around 6:45, SWAT
arrived, and by that point and a little after,
there were 50 plus officers on the scene. As the
di sperse order was issued -- or executed -- sorry

-- at 7:48 p.m So these units that were there,
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we had standard uniforned officers. You had K9
units, ones pictured there in the mddle, bottom
m ddle. You had full riot-geared officers;
facials, helnets, gas nasks.

And t hen weaponry there were batons, |ess
| et hal anmunition shotguns, there were sone AR-15
style platformrifles there, and 40-m|llinmeter gas
cani ster |aunchers. Those were all there on day
one, June 1 very benign incident. That's an
extrene show of force for people who are
peacefully protesting in our opinions.

So real quick just to enphasize, we'll
show you sone pictures. This is HPD on the |eft
inthe full riot gear. W have protesters getting
pushed around just a little bit. Wth sone --
it's hard to see, but in that top right picture,
there are sonme of those rifles that | was
mentioning. And then you can see just at various
stages of the night how many officers were
actually there. |It's excessive.

On June 3rd, it was even worse. Wat HPD
| acked in firepower on the 1st, they made up for

on the 3rd. And McMurray said it hinself, he
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equates his officers to preparing for war agai nst
enem es in conbat, saying that they stood the |line
in tal king about protesters, and they wanted
confrontation with us. That we were gearing up --
protesters were gearing up for war.

So let's | ook again at the show of force
that was there. HPD and NCSO again stationed al
around the courthouse, including on the roofs, and
t hey were bl ocking streets. The HPD SUVs agai n
bl ocked the roads around the courthouse. On the
3rd, there were snipers on the courthouse. |
think it's already been nentioned tonight, and
they were actively aimng at the crowd.

| want to be very clear about that. W
actual ly have photos of that that are com ng up.
That's a very unnerving thing to see as you show
up to your courthouse to protest. That sane night
a hundred plus officers in riot gear SWAT, |RT,
state troopers, Madison County Sheriff's Ofice
cane in. |t was the whol e shebang. Everyone was
there in terns of |aw enforcenent agencies.

So let's |ook at sone gear. Again, you

had full-riot gear officers. This was
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interesting. There were actually MP5s there,
fully-automati c submachi ne guns. Not quite sure
why that's needed at peaceful protests. Those are
very dangerous weapons that are designed for war,
and | understand SWAT has them for extrene
situations that they're in, but we don't
personally believe they' re needed at protests.

That weapon by itself can kill a |ot of
people. Sane with AR-15s or these MAAL style
rifles they have. W aren't really sure which
ones they are. They are very dangerous weapons.
They are hi gh-powered high-caliber rifles intended
to kill people. And that's the nessage you're
sendi ng out of the gate to protesters. Not ideal.
So there are also less lethal nunitions. Again,
stick batons and the normal chem cal agents you
have, such as CS gas, pepper spray, and the
| aunchers you have associated with those.

So just to enphasize, here's sone
pictures. On the left, you can see an officer
gearing up wth gas masks, and you have the
snipers on the roof. Two pictured there actively

ai mng, again, mght | add. And on the right you
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can see sone of the various things that the
sheriff's office had. And not to be outdone,
here's sonme nore pictures fromHPD. The MP5s and
the ARs are pointed out on the left there.

And you can see just the excessive anount
of officers. It was a very intimdating event.
You did not feel welcone if you were a protester.
Just due to the show of force. And that was -- |
want to reiterate that was on June 3rd the mnute
you wal ked up to the courthouse. Sone of these
officers were already here in full gear, ready to
go.

So let's nove on to the use of force.

Ni ce shot here fromone of our |ocal

phot ographers. So June 1st in terns of use of
force, was definitely the |l ess severe of the two
days in question, but it was interesting given how
the force was used. The protest was |argely

di spersing by itself by many accounts. And sone
of these -- sone of the ineptitudes, if not

handl ed, really could have resulted in serious
injury to protesters.

So | have two bullets here that are very
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simlar, on the top right. But there's one
difference, and that is, it's worded, unknow ngly.
So let's look at it. Starting at 7:48, snoke
grenades and tear gas were used to funnel nost
protesters to Big Spring Park stairs. Both ends
of Jefferson Street were bl ocked by the police,
and then another unit of police was stationed
across the square to force exit routes by bl ocking
roads.

So if you |l ook at the second bullet,
you'll see in the mddle, tear gas used to funne
nost protesters. It will have, in other words,
unknow ngly -- and that's a big key there.
Protesters had no i dea what was going to happen
and what was going on. There were no audible
di spersal orders. And d audia and Angel a touched
on that. Two-thirds of people did not hear it, by
their survey. W have other statistics to back
that up. |If you don't know what's going on in
extreme situations, that will incite panic.
Straight, plain, and sinple. So this is a big
deal to unknowingly do this to protesters.

Al so sone of the protesters experienced a
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situation where a young man pulled a firearm
brandi shed it at an officer. | just want to
briefly | ook at that response by the officer.
Qovi ously that man shoul d not have pulled his
firearm should not have brandished it. But the
officer's response put a |lot of people in danger.

He pull ed his handgun right back at that
man with a whole crowd of people behind that
individual. That's a high-collateral risk. And,
again, the crowd is at a high-panic risk again
because now there's actual deadly force that could
be used against them So fortunately, the citizen
conplied, and no one was hurt.

So let's look at June 3rd. June 1st
definitely set the stage for June 3rd. There were
three | aw enforcenent agencies in downtown, al
wor ki ng si nmul taneously to disperse this crowd or
mai ntain the crowd, whatever you'd like to say.

So, again, HPD used chem cal dispersal agents
i ncl uding CS gas and pepper spray.

And, again, panic ensued due to the clear

| ack of direction by HPD. It's how protesters

wer e supposed to disperse. Sone of the HPD
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of ficers exhibited indiscrimnate use of dispersal
agent ammunitions. Oficers were seen pepper
spraying arbitrarily into protesters that were

di spersing. Using |less |ethal rounds w thout
fol |l owi ng manufacturer or range reconmrendati ons,
or skipping the rounds agai nst the grounds, and

| ess | ethal rounds were used on unarned protesters
who had their hands in the air. Credential ed
medi a were al so shot and herded in and out of CS
gas arbitrarily.

So we have a couple videos. 1'll start
with this one. Actually, let's do this one. This
was a nenber of the nedia. You can hear, right
here, he yells, nedia. |If you were able to |isten
to this video, and he's just being sprayed for no
reason. He's filmng, he's doing his job, and
he's been sprayed. And, again, to enphasize the
nmedi a points, this is another scenario where a
group of nedia had congregated in front of Cotton
Row. They are right next to the line of officers.

As you see, a tear gas canister gets
adm ni stered. And then skip ahead just a little

so |l can do this, ininterest of time. So now the
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nedia is forced to nove off the square by the tear
gas that was thrown, and they're going to get
herded back into the tear gas just here in a
second by another line of officers.

This is clearly not good conmuni cati on,
and this is exactly what the protesters were
experiencing. W did not -- protesters did not
know where to go. They had no idea what to do
because of the inaudible or insufficient
conmuni cat i on.

Again, in interest of tine, I'mgoing to
nove ahead. If it will let nme advance. There we
go.

So let's tal k about what we perceive as
m suse of force. Just real quickly, these are
only some of the injury photos that we gathered
fromprotesters. And I'd like to highlight
especially the one of calves and the back of the
el bow. Those kind of injuries are sustained
ei ther when you're not facing who's shooti ng you
or you're guarding yourself with your hands or
your arnms.

So these are defenses for protesters that
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actually were conplying that were shot and had
force used against them And the bottomright we
agai n have sonme of the anmmunitions that were
recovered by our organization.

So the summary here is, we think on both
June 1st and 3rd, excessive force was used by the
police, by Huntsville Police Departnent, and it
was very poorly managed and has | ed to confusi on,
pani ¢, and | asting psychol ogi cal traum, and
definitely physical injury, as is clear on the
| ast slide. W think that the weaponry that was
brandi shed by the police was whol eheartedly
excessi ve.

That conbat equi pnent was brought to a
prot est agai nst police brutality, and that just
sends a bad nessage. W think there is blatant
di sregard for protesters' safety and inproper use
of less lethal anmmunitions. Again, we've already
t al ked about how those were m sused, and, again,
keying on the protesters facing away. That's
really, really inportant.

They were shot while they were actually

conplying in certain cases. Again, rifles ained
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at the crowd, quantity of dispersal agents used.
These things are just outrageous offenses in terns
of our organizational stance, that's how we think
about it. And then also we think it was handl ed
very ineptly.

The crowd was unnecessarily aggravat ed,
police escalated, and then it definitely did not
fall inline wwth the ACLU protesters' rights as
defined by them And it was poor planning that
led to all of this, and it could have been nuch
wor se things that happened. Please see the rest
of the presentation attached.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Thank you very much for
com ng, M. Steel man.

MR STEELMAN: Thank you.

M5. GUERRIERI: W have representatives of
city associations and groups that have cone to
sign in to speak tonight. And the first person to
sign is Lyle Voyles, and he is representing the
Chaf f ee Nei ghbor hood Associ ati on.

If you'll state your nane, please.

MR. VOYLES: Chairnen Querrieri, advisory

council menbers, ny nane is Lyle Voyles. | serve
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as the community watch coordi nator and presi dent
of the Chafee Nei ghborhood Association that is
conpri sed of 864 hones.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Wl cone.

MR. VOYLES: Thank you. And | have |ived
there since |leaving the service in 1986, and since
that time, |'ve been involved in both of these
conmuni ty organi zations that has provided ne the
opportunity to interact with the dedi cated
personnel in our various city covenants, who nake
Huntsvill e one of very finest cities in the United
States, and certainly one of safest.

The positive presence and influence of our
police departnent is not only visually evident on
our conmunity streets but also in the prograns,
neeti ngs, and social events affecting our
nei ghborhood. All of our precinct nmenbers have
been very in tune with the conmunity and enphasi ze
the need for information fl ow and cooperati on
bet ween the police departnent and community. The
availability of an active citizen observer program
IS encouraged, and | can personally attest riding

with an officer particularly at night, would | eave
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a citizen with astounded appreciation for our line
officers and what they put up with to protect the
citizen.
| strongly encourage every citizen who's
pl anning to criticize our police force to take
advantage of the citizens of the program before
maki ng public conments about our police | eadership
or officer conduct. Qur precinct and their
rel ati onships officers are always responsive to
I ssues brought to their attention, and when
appropriate, provide feedback on actions taken.
The police chief, precinct nmanager,
community relationship officers, and other police
departnent representatives are frequent guest
speakers in our civic association neetings. Their
presence and participation in providing
i nformati on and answering questions at these
neet i ngs enhances our confidence in the police
force and provides calmand stability within the
comunity. Requests for routine patrols and
occasi onal requests for radar for speed control
are very supported as quickly as possi bl e.

Responses to calls fromcomunity watch nenbers
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are immedi ate. A conmunity picnic for the police
depart nent provides special displays and
activities that are beneficial and interesting,
not only to the adults, but to the children as
wel I, such as the K9 denonstrations.

The Huntsville Police Departnment website
contains a treasure of critical information that
each citizen should take the time to read; the
total involvenent of the police departnent in al
of the above areas and activities directly
contributes toward maintai ning ny ol der conmmunity
as one of the very finest communities within the
city of Huntsville.

| submit the state with sincere pride and
respect and grateful ness for the nmen and wonen of
the Huntsville Police Departnent, and all other
| aw enf orcenent agencies, for the security and
safety they provide for ny famly, community, and
the great city of Huntsville. Thank you.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Thank you for com ng,

M. Voyles. At this tinme, we're going take a
brief recess. W wll be back in five to seven

m nut es.
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(Break.)

M5. GUERRIERI: W will now continue. CQur
second speaker to sign in this evening in
M. Aladin Beshir with the Interfaith M ssion
Servi ce.

MR. BESH R. Good evening. Thank you for
your service to the comunity.

M5. GUERRIERI: Wl cone, M. Beshir.

MR. BESH R Here we are standing for
solidarity agai nst racismof every kind, color,
shape, or form Qur faith organization is over 50
years old. Started during the Gvil R ghts era.
| "' m standi ng here on the paved road that you paved
and sacrificed for, so thank you for that.

Qur faith called us to obey the | aw of the
| and and protect private property. W nust
understand that the basis of the outrage and the
protests initially responded wth real change. W
call upon all governnent and the Constitution to
realize that the status quo cannot be naintai ned

sinply because it normalizes oppression.
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VWhat we're |looking at for the 1st and 3rd
is looking through a needle hole. W're | ooking
for synptons of existing disease. It will flare.
It will go away. The synptons will go away, but
the disease is still, and it will flare, and it
wi |l cone back again.

Shooting is not a way of buil di ng peace.
Shooting at the protesters is not teaching our
children that when they conme to protest we are
protected under constitution. |It's teaching them
when you get to the age of carrying a bullet or
carrying a gun you just bring it with yourself to
protect yourself in a protest. An eye for an eye
until everybody goes blind. And that's why you do
what you do. We can't establish peace with a
bullet. W can't establish it by snipers on top
of the courthouse and did anyone not supposed to
show their guns. They were just supposed to use
the code. Excuse ne. |'mover 25 by years and
years and years. You don't need a sniper to go
through this code. You can do it wth your
i Phone.

| was talking to sonebody close to ny
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heart, and she told ne, | don't want to listen, |
don't want to listen, and I know her fromthe
bottom of ny heart. | said, what do you nean.

She said because it wll not make a difference. |
hear that in a nmeeting that we have 47 different
representatives fromthe congregati ons of MSHRC
and ot her concerned citizens.

Dr. Gscar | ooked at nme and said Al adin,
this is -- is that going to be another exercise or
let's tal k kunmbaya and feel good. | hope that's
not the case. That's not for nme. And at the end
of the line, I'mtalking about nmy grandchild and

your grandchildren and great grandchildren in the

future. God willing. | had it good, and | hope
do, and | hope your children will have it better
than | do. | had better than | deserve.

Qobviously, there is a problemwth
training and m scomuni cation. Wth the federal
and the false intelligence and all these beautiful
buzz words, and this is ny sandbox and this is
your sandbox, and you stand here and | stand here.
There's a citizen in the mddle. Dr. Pepper,

which | worked with her for years in honel ess
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cause. Beautiful soul. She was in Huntsville
here in Al abama during the constitution. | didn't
see anybody sayi ng okay, Dr. Pepper, cone, let's
tal k about it and see what you observed. But that
fromJune 1st to now. |'mnot conplaining. |I'm
sorry. |I'mblamng nyself. 1'm blamng nyself.

From June, if I'mrunning a nonprofit or
if I"'mrunning profit for profit business, people
woul d kick me out. They tell ne to sleep on the
wheel. I|I'malso involved in HRC. W all saw --
nobody saw it com ng, but when it did, it cane and
hit us hard. | hope next tinme is not going to hit
us harder.

There is young man who wote ne and said
that 1'mtal king about truth and reconciliation
comm ssion. That's what |'mtal king about.
Tal ki ng about people really that can sit and do
root cause analysis and cone up with solutions and
cone up al so of what the gaps that you work on
hard for four or five nonths -- and thank you for
t hat .

["msure it wasn't easy for you to cone

find out who did what, when, where. |If it's going
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to take Aladin to cone and get on his knees and
say | did a mstake. [|I'msorry. Forgive ne. |I'm
not bigger than a position or anybody. Everybody
get on his knees in front of God. And |I'mgetting
on ny knees for cause.

I|'"'mgetting on ny knees for peace. For
peace. | f that was the cause, God as ny wtness,
| wll stand on ny knees in the courthouse -- in
front of the courthouse for a nonth beggi ng for
forgi veness.

Raci smexists in my opinion. Not only ny
opi nion. They young ones don't have pacts. They
see each other. They see each other no col or,
majority of them That's why you see them
standing in the line. Community concerns in the
African American community. Conmunity is stil
segregated. | don't have to tell you that. You
accomodated nme here. Go to any church on Sunday.
l"msorry. |'mspeaking fromthe heart. And |'m
talking to nyself. [I'mnot talking to you. [|I'm
talking to nyself. There is a lot of work to be
done. Community is still segregated and not al

citizens have opportunities, quality of life.
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When | first cane to Huntsville, there was
a dream above and a dream bel ow. That was 23
years ago. Authority does not want black too
close -- too close to themto get close to them
nei ther do the poor next to them Look at our
nei ghbor hoods. That's not our -- that's --
sonebody lives in this neighborhood. And I'm
repeating it because | believe it. | believe it.
What has Huntsville done to require if race is
even an issue.

There's a | ot of good people |like you are
doi ng, but we need to conmuni cate outside these
four walls. People need to know that we cane.
Peopl e want know that we're working toward a
better future because sone of themdon't have an
idea. They don't, and we are sitting on this
chair. This little phone, one text, one tweet,
goes to mllion. One thank you will go to a
mllion. There is concern that people are
confortable and they're ignorant fromthis point
of view

The police officer get out of his car

every day. Every tine they get out of the car, he
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doesn't know if he's com ng back or not. He
doesn't know nme from Adam He doesn't know if |I'm
going to kill him If I"'ma nice guy, if I'ma
bad guy. W knows? But this nman need to be
appreci ated. These nen -- and al so need to be
trained to protect thenselves and to protect

ot hers.

If I am6'2, 280 pounds and | get out of
car, why are you stopping ne, |"'m-- we need to
teach the police officer the different caution and
perspective and how to handle stress. Hs job is
stressful enough. Especially if sonebody has
mental disability. And there is plenty of that.

Huntsville inquire racists exist or not.
There is concern that people are confortable in
their ignorance. There is a |ack of courtesy
toward those who | ook and behave differently from
them W all been training -- in -- the nationa
buy as -- not all of us, but there are a | ot of
good people, and that's why |'mhere. Gven a
voice to the scarce of mnority within a different
-- With defective -- an effective area of the

majority. Let's go. W are God bless --
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| have privilege to work with a | ot of

you. |'mappreciative for that. 1'll cal
sonebody and say, hey, |'mgoing to Cakwood
tonorrow. Wuld you cone with ne. 1'IIl drive
you. Let's go. W'Ill go. W'Il go once a nonth.
It's very hard to hate fromfar -- fromclose up
It's very hard to hate fromclose up. | would

like to take this opportunity to thank you for
what you do and offer a unity in establishing --
don't throwit on yourself. Please don't through
it on yourself. Please don't. |If you do, that's
your problem God bl ess you.

No matter what we do, it has to be com ng
to hold peopl e accountable, not for the needle
hol e, but for the whole picture. Wat was before

it, what happened to cause this type of action and

reaction. |'m®60 plus years old. | can't run
down these steps anynore. |If | have gas grenades
here and bullets, | don't care what they call it
-- if it's in bags -- I'"'mjust sending flowers

with a gun.
It doesn't nmatter because |'mgoing to

fall over this chair or these steps, and sone of
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us are on blood thinner, and if we hit the floor,
they're dead. | don't think any of us want that
in our conscience. | know that the courthouse --
| amex-mlitary and I'mprivileged to be
ex-mlitary. | |ooked at the courthouse.

| have 16 community nenbers who were
driving to downtown Huntsville. | call them I
said make a U-turn. This is atrap. This is a
trap. Mke a U-turn -- I'mnot trained mlitary.
It doesn't take people with a machi ne gun and
trucks to protect downtown Huntsville. You can do
it wth eight guys. Odd as | am we can do it
wi th ei ght guys.

| want to ask you one question. Have you

seen a bullet? Have you seen the rock that the

courthouse -- one rock. GCkay. One w ndshield.
|"mnot for political. This is life matter and
this life matter. No. |I'mnot here to nake a
point. |I'mtalking about humanity. Do you see

anybody hurt anybody?
Did you see sonebody calling a police nane
in the mddle of all that? | did not. | haven't

seen that for over 90 days. D d you hear the
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police officer getting called a nane? They all
like my kids -- | love themto death. | |ove them
to deat h.

Pl ease protect everybody. My God bl ess
you, and thank you for listening to ne.

M5. GUERRIERI: Thank you, M. Beshir, for
com ng. Qur next speaker is Ms. Latoya Piper with
Lions Pride Securities. M. Piper, if you would
use the other speaker, please. Just give us your
nanme and the organi zati on you represent.

M5. PIPER My nanme is Latoya Piper. |I'm
t he owner and chief security of Lions Pride
Securities.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Wl cone.

M5. PIPER. W do security throughout the
community in several different areas. W do event
security. W do club security for several
di fferent places throughout Huntsville, so we do
feel very deeply connected to this community.

Due to what happened at the first protest,
we decided to go on June 3rd as an organi zation to
go and assist the protesters and try to weed out

anyone who may have been an outside agitator so
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that the people who wanted to exercise their
rights and go on peaceful protests could do so
wi t hout soneone who doesn't even share their
communi ty comng in and hindering that and causi ng
probl ens between them and | aw enforcenent. Wat
we didn't exactly expect was to be attacked by | aw
enf or cenent .

Please |l et ne be clear when | say this
that | am conpletely unbiased. |'mvery, very
cl ose working relationship with HPD here. | see
sone of them al so every single night, get along
with them No issues whatsoever. |'ve never --
other than this incident -- ever been treated
unfairly by them so please understand when | say
this, I have no bias what soever

| amtrained to the teeth -- better than
sone of them probably as far as tactics,
strategies, things of that nature. |I'malso a
conbat veteran. | saw it getting ready to happen.
| saw it getting ready to happen. W were warned,
not very loudly. W were warned. | was sonewhat
of a barrier between | aw enforcenent and the

protesters at very many points. He did have a
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nmegaphone. It was not very loud. W were warned.
| tried to echo that, but of course, | can't echo
that to everyone.

So, yes, there were a | ot of people who
did not know that what was about to happen was
about to happen. W saw them conming down onto a
knee, sone of them wth crazy |ooking smrks on
their face as they started to gear up, put their
gear on. | went around, | tried to warn peopl e,
you know, CS gas is comng. Based on what
happened at the |ast protest, CS gas is com ng.
| f you are not prepared for that, |eave now |If
you are prepared for that and you are going to
stay here, we will be here to give you-all aid.

So we did that. W were a very visible
barrier between the | aw enforcenent and the
civilians out there as well. Everyone was clearly
mar ked as security, and we actually called | aw --
HPD and put it out what we would be doing, that we
woul d be unarned and that we would be out there to
hel p everyone in the situation including | aw
enforcenment so that everything could go out

without a hitch. And if things did get bad, we
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were out there to give aid as well. Mself and ny
second in command had first aid kits on them

So when everything hit the fan, basically,
it kind of happened at the drop of a hat. The
area that | was in, | saw no officers being
attacked. | saw no one throw ng anything. Wen |
did see things being thrown, it was after the gas
al ready started, and they were at vehicles that
were passing by -- the | aw enforcenent vehicles
that were passing by that their w ndows were up.
| do not believe that throwi ng water bottles at
vehicles nerits the response that was given.

Qur | argest conplaint, nyself personally
and as an organi zation, is that on nore than one
occasion we attenpted to give aid to people as we
previously told | aw enforcenent that we were out
there to do. Not only was | shot with a rubber
bull et while ny back was turned, and | do have a
scar, and you can clearly see the trajectory of
it. But we were gassed.

Thank goodness that |'m a conbat veteran,
so | was prepared for that. M second in comand

took it alittle bit hard. There was one fenunl e
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having a very severe asthma. And one of the
pictures were actually on the slide that one of

t he gentl eman before showed. M security actually
had to physically pick her up and carry her as if
she was a wounded casualty of war to get her out
of the area. W had to nove her three different
tinmes.

| apol ogize. Due to ne being a one-woman
show as far as ny business, |'mvery busy, so |
wasn't able to get anything properly upl oaded. |
have issues doing it. But |'ve got four hours of
body cam that shows the entire thing clear as day.
You can see the sheriff's officers on the side of
the line, who really my bigger gripe is with
because they were the ones with the rubber
bul | et s.

You coul d see themon the side of the line
com ng out, deploying rubber bullets, and comn ng
back. My second in command -- if you saw the
woman on the one slide that had a rubber bullet in
each of her calves, we attenpted to give her aid
right then and there. But ny second in command

had to actually drop the bandage that he was in
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progress of wapping around her to nove her to
anot her area.

And this is all clearly on canera if you
will allownme to get this to you-all on another
date. But a sheriff's deputy cones forward and
says we will not nove this line, you will not cone
behind this line. Now, strategically | understand
that. However, once you take that oath, you have
to give aid.

This woman i s standi ng here bl eeding, and
we have to walk to another area. These are
civilians who don't -- this is not their
pl ayground. Chaos is ny hone. Chaos is officers’
home. W have to be able to function in things
i ke that; however, this was civilians that this
was happening to. They were being gassed. At one
point, | saw a cani ster cone down from sone
vantage point. | don't really know where. But we
were bei ng gassed fromhigh. W were being gassed
fromlow. W were being shot. W were being
ai med at.

| don't have all of the gripes that

everyone el se cane up and had a problemw th
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because | do understand being in -- directly in
danger's way, in harmis way and having to be
ready. | do understand why you need to already
have your gun out if soneone is pointing a gun at
you.

| understand that you're not going to
approach soneone with an ARL5 or anything of the
i ke without a weapon in your hand. So pl ease
understand when I'msaying this. | get why a | ot
of things that happened with the police happened.
| understand better than nost.

However, | also operate in the sane type
of stonping grounds. And I'msorry to sound |ike
|"mtooting ny horn, but | hold nyself
exceptionally well. | don't understand why if |
can do this, and | can get ny teamto inplenent ny
sane practices with people who are far nore unruly
t han those people who were at that protest. Wy
can't we do this in our |aw enforcenent as well?
Wiy is there such a big barrier between the way
that we relate to one another.

| mean, |'mgoing to be honest with you.

At a protest where we're tal king about raci al
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injustice, where were all the black officers? Wy
woul d you not, you know, put soneone there -- of
course, |I'mnot saying why would you no -- but why
woul d they not put sonmeone there that's going to
be alittle bit nore synpathetic?

The ones that are not going to go down on
a knee, and when we're out sitting there, and the
peopl e thought they were going to a knee, taking a
knee with them and they started cl appi hg sayi ng
march with us. | knew that wasn't what was
happening. But |I'mthinking mybe if we say march
wi th us, everyone does it, nmaybe they'll march
Wi th us.

And you' ve got people | aughing, the
of ficers laughing, like, while they' re putting
their stuff on, like, wow, you guys just don't
even know what we're about to do to you. It was
al nost sadistic. | believe that the answer to
this -- 1"'mgoing to be honest with you. | don't
think Huntsville Police knewto retrain. They are
sonme of the nost well-trained officers we have in
the city.

| think that when you get orders fromup
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top, you follow orders fromup top especially if
you believe in the organization that you work for.
So | believe that the problemhere is not
necessarily all of the officers or Huntsville PD
as a whole. | think that the orders that cane
down were wong, and | believe that they tried to
set into play sonething -- a gane plan based on a
vi ol ence that hadn't even happened yet.

Like | said, we were there. W were there
to give aid. W had six to eight people out there
to give aid to help along wwth officers. Honestly
if that had been played correctly, anyone that was
outside agitating and going to ruin things for the
peopl e who actually did want to peaceful ly protest
and get their voices heard, if the police really
wanted to do things properly, they could have
basically gotten with us and had us hel ping t hem
t ake people, hand them over to them so that
everyone could have conti nued doi ng what they were
doi ng.

Everyt hi ng that happened was conpletely
uncalled for. W weren't allowed to give aid. W

were just pushed in random place. | obviously
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have no i dea where we ended up. W had to use GPS
just to get back to our vehicle. There was no
clear-cut directions. Everything was just nove,
go, nove, go, nove, go.

And basically we don't care who's hurt,
who's bl eeding, who can't read, y'all are going to
get out of here right now, and we don't care about
your safety. Based on the social nedia response
after this happened, the people are hurt. Like,
the people are hurt. The people have lost their
faith in the police departnent.

And it's awful because these are people
that have to go out in their communities every day
and police and interact with people who now don't
trust them O for the people who already didn't
trust them now they trust them even | ess because
of what happened. The response that | saw from
the people really showed that sonething has to
change in regards to that.

Thank goodness that there was not another
I nci dent where the protests got that out of hand
in Huntsville. But they're right, we did garner

national attention for this. W were all over
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soci al nedia for what happened. And it wasn't a
good thing, and |I've always held Huntsville up as
one of the nobst progressive cities in the south.
In that, you know, |'m from sout heast Ceorgi a.
We're nothing |Iike down there.

And after what happened, | just don't
quite feel the sanme way anynore. | ama little
bit nore weary when | deal with police on the
scene. You know, | make sure that they understand
who | am | neke sure that they understand our
wor ki ng rel ati onshi p because | don't want
sonething like that to happen at one of clubs that
| secure where everything is just going to go to
hell really quickly.

It's just -- that's all | really have to
say. It was a really unfortunate situation. It
was conpletely mshandled. | don't think that a
retrain is in order. | think that different
| eadership is in order, and that's all.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Thank you very nuch for
com ng, Ms. Piper.

M5. PIPER  Thank you.

M5. GUERRI ERI: The next person who signed
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up to speak, M. Mark Prill with the G een
Mountain Gvic Goup. M. Prill, if you'll state
your nanme and the organi zation you represent for
t he record.

MR. PRILL: Yes. |[|I'mMrk the current
president of the Green Mountain City Association
Comm tt ee.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Wl cone.

MR. PRILL: I'mrepresenting the |arger
Green Mountain Comunity. On behalf of our
nmount ai ntop residents, |1'd like to express our
sincere appreciation for our Huntsville Police
Force. Wth a special thanks to the commander and
menbers of the South Huntsville Precinct for their
di rect support of our Southeast Huntsville
conmmuni ty.

First and forenost, we owe a personal debt
of thanks to all the nen and wonen of the police
force who exercise a personal career choice to
voluntarily step up on a daily basis putting
thenselves in harms way to nake this a great city
to live and work in, keeping us safe around the

cl ock. Thank you.
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As a personal representative of the G een
Mountai n conmunity, | have had the opportunity to
engage with nultiple southeast Huntsville Precinct
Commanders, and they have been, w thout excepti on,
out st andi ng i ndi vidual s who have denonstrated
passi on and care for our Southeast Huntsville
community. They have been very cooperative to
engage in and enphasi ze public outrage and
positive dialogue to ensure robust informtion
fl ow and cooperation between the police departnent
and our respective community nenbers.

From a nei ghbor hood- specific perspective,
requests for routine patrols and requests for
radar speed control are always supported as
resource availability allows the police across the
area. The police have been responsive to the
reports of theft and other crimnal activities,
and we have not hing but the highest regard for
their support for our local comunity.

Wil e there's always an opportunity for
I nprovenent, we believe we've got to err on the
side of law and order. Proactively robust

training in advance of realistic scenarios is
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needed to ensure mnimal risk for m sjudgnent and
m sst eps.

However, where peaceful protests
denonstrate -- I'msorry -- degenerates to
denonstrati on of threateni ng behavior, where
mal i ci ous activity threatens |aw abiding citizenry
or businesses and individual behaviors clearly
devol ve with obvious intent and notivation to
incite violence, it has crossed the |ine of
reasonabl eness, good order, and discipline from
the average citizen.

Unfortunately, what we saw in the protests
in downtown Huntsville seened to be a good
i nstance of this particular problem Unfortunate,
because it underlines the credibility for the
legitimate protest. Under the extrenes of the
ci rcunstance -- under those circunstances, we nust
defer to the police judgnent for appropriate
response to safequard the greater comunity and
cannot find fault for incidents in the intensity
in the nonent that we saw under these
ci rcunst ances.

Where there are confirned abuses, those
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need to be appropriate -- we need to be have
appropriate accountability for wongful actions
and ask this advisory council to dually consider
gui dance to local police. 1In all instances, we
ask for equitable treatnent, protection, and
service for all citizens.

However, again, in our instance, we
provi de support for the |local police departnent.
We believe they're doing a great job and request
that you find again for equitable treatnent for
all citizens and do due diligence as far as
accessing the protest and the denonstration of the
activity that we saw at the tinme. Thank you.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Thank you for com ng,

M. Prill.

Do we have anyone el se in the audi ence who
signed up to speak? At this tinme, we will take a
short recess and see if anyone cones in to sign up
to speak. Thank you. W will be available here

until 8:00 p. m

(Break.)
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M5. GUERRIERI: Go ahead and call the
nmeeting back to order. W' ve had an extensive
break. 1'd like to now -- we do have anot her
speaker representing a group, and we wl|
conti nue.

Ms. Lindsey Louque. |If you will state
your nane and the name of the group you're wth,

M5. LOUQUE: My nane is Lindsey Louque,
and | run a support group for arrested protesters
or people who were brutalized by police on June
1st and June 3rd. And the thing |I'm about to say
| think | said at some of the prior neetings, but
they're worth repeating.

First of all, it is just things that are
basically | feel alarned by and thought everyone
el se would be as well. Every person who was
arrested that day that | talked to or just people

in general to ne, all the cops they saw had their

badge nunbers duct taped. | have not had a single

person who said that wasn't a case. They didn't
see an officer that had their badge nunber
di spl ayed, which really hurts transparency.

And all the rest of the persons | talked
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to that got to see their arrest report, the

physi cal officer who arrested themis nowhere on
there. | know a couple of themtold ne that they
overheard officers, while they were being
arrested, having conversations about who -- which
of themwasn't on the arrest form Wat | can
gather, three or four of the sane officers are on
all these reports, maybe a bit |ess.

And | know a nunber of them-- this one in
particul ar caught on footage, they were trying to
go to their vehicle -- and | know y'all have --
upon themtrying to open their car door, they were
tackl ed, and then arrested. So they were trying
to take that opportunity to | eave, and right when
they were about to | eave, that's when officers
deci ded to arrest them

And then a |l ot of people trying to get to
their cars were blocked fromdoing so. | was
trying to help wal k sonebody to their car on
Church Street. There is a parking |ot right
there. Her car was, | don't know, within three
yards of her, and an officer ran up over, no you

have to go el sewhere. That's literally where her
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vehi cl e was.

That's probably the worst of what | saw of
it. | didn't see anybody so close to a vehicle
that they -- that they were just directed away
going to have to wait until the police were done
to have a chance to, like, drive away.

Mysel f and many others tried to provide
aid. | had EMI training, and | saw that the NAACP
had [ eft some nedical supplies near the bottom
steps of Fountain Grcle. So ne and another girl
who was involved with the NAACP ended up carrying
the medi cal supply. And there's a sign that
I ndi cat ed nedi cal supplies here.

And as we're heading to Church Street
where the crowd had been pushed, an officer |ooks
at us and starts yelling, and | hold up the sign
and say, you can see we're just trying to find
peopl e that need help. He was probably directing
his aimwth a rubber bullet at ny stomach. o,
go, back up.

It ended up -- that was just ny
experience. | can't imagine all the other people.

What if he had fired that? That woul d have went

ALABAMA
COURT REPORTING




© o0 N oo o b~ w N P

N N NN PR R R R R R R R
W N B O © O N O O » W N B O

Huntsville City Council Resolution No. 20-487

65

in ny stomach. You know, | had tal ked about this

just a few mnutes ago. | nentioned last tine |
was here, body camfootage. That's why -- county
rel at ed.

| understand y'all are directly working
with HPD, but I would like to go ahead and say
that here so if any word gets out. That's really
di sturbing that the county, for whatever reason,
they didn't have body canms on or they're just

w t hhol ding and acting |ike they don't have

footage. It's not available. | learned that from

a |lawer. Those are all the points | have to say.
Thank you for your tine.

MS. GUERRIERI: Thank you for com ng,

Ms. Louque.
At this tine, 1'd like to ask if anyone
else in the audience is comng -- is going to

speak tonight on behalf of a group or if anyone
knows if anyone has held -- has texted anyone to
ask themto hold tinme. Hearing none, we have
commtted to be here until 8:00 o' clock, but
there's no one comng in to speak to us. So at

this time, | will say ny ending remarKks.
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Al t hough this neeting concludes our public
| i stening sessions, please note that this is an
ongoing review, and coments, input, is and wll
remai n avail abl e through our website
hunt svi |l | epolicereview.com And |let ne spell that
for menbers of the listening audience, HUT --
|"'msorry --

HUNT-SV-I-L-L-E-P-OL-1-CGE-R E-V-1-E-Wcom
That website is available to upload video,
phot ogr aphs, and coments.

And with that, | would like to take this
opportunity to thank all nenbers of the public who
took the time out of their day to cone and speak
to us during the past three public hearings. Do |
have a notion to adjourn?

MR. DAY: Motion,

M5. GUERRIERI: W are adjourned.

MEETI NG ADJOURNED
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CERTI FI CATE

STATE OF ALABANA
AT LARGE

| hereby certify that the above and
foregoi ng hearing of the HPCAC was taken down by
me in stenotype and the questions and answers
thereto were transcri bed by neans of
conput er-ai ded transcription; transcribed by ne or
overseen by ne, and that the foregoing represents
a true and correct transcript of the testinony
gi ven by said w tness upon said hearing.

| further certify that | am neither of
council, nor of kin to the parties to the action,
nor aml in anywise interested in the result of

sai d cause.

| further certify that | amduly |icensed
by the Al abama Board of Court Reporting as a
Certified Court Reporter as evidenced by the ACCR
nunber follow ng ny name found bel ow.

So certified on this date, Septenber 17,

; B

/ s/ Kenne B. G bbs

Kennedy B. G bbs, CCR

ACCR #679, Expires 09/30/20
Comm ssioner for the State
of Al abama at Large

My Comm ssion Expire 5/24/22

2020.
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