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HUNTSVILLE POLICE CITIZENS ADIVOSIRY COUNCIL

IN RE:
Review Pursuant to the Huntsville City Council
Resolution No. 20-487
August 12, 2020

5:00 p.m.

The HPCAC hearing was taken before
Sarah Carlton Stimpson, CCR, RPR, on August 12,
2020, commencing at approximately 5:00 p.m., at
the offices of the Huntsville City Hall, in
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APPEARANCES

Huntsville Police Ctizens Advi sory Counci l
Menbers Present:

Victoria Querrieri
WIllie Love
Shelly McCul | ey
Jonat han Rossow
Ruben Fl ores

John Reitzell

John 4 shef ski
David Little
Gregory Bentl ey
Wl ey Day, Jr.

| ndependent Counsel :

ELI ZABETH HUNTLEY, ESQ

JACKSON R SHARMAN, ESQ

Li ghtfoot, Franklin, & White, LLC
400 20th St N

Bi rm ngham AL 35203
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I, Sarah Carlton Stinpson, a Registered
Prof essi onal Reporter, and a Notary Public for
the State of Al abama at Large, acting as
Commi ssioner, certify that on this date, there
came before me at the offices of the Huntsville
City Hall, in Huntsville, Al abama, conmencing
at approximately 5:00 p.m on August 12, 2020,
t he HPCAC hearing, in the above cause,

wher eupon the foll ow ng proceedi ngs were had:

M5. GUERRIERI: Good evening. |'d like
to call the public neeting to order. M nane
is Vicki CGuerrieri, appointed by Council worman
Robi nson, District 3. | amcurrently serving
as chairwoman. On behalf of the Huntsville
Police Citizens Advisory Council, | would like
to wel come you to the first public hearing
regardi ng the protest events on June 1st and
June 3rd. To get us started, | will call the
roll of the Advisory Council.

When | call your nane, | would appreciate
it if each nmenber woul d announce their

presence. WIllie Love?
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MR. LOVE: Present.

M5. GUERRIERI: WIllie Love was
appoi nted by the mayor serving as vice chair.
John QA shef ski ?

MR, OLSHEFSKI: Present.

M5. GUERRI ERI: John d shefski, thank
you. Appointed by the mayor. John Reitzel?
John was running a little late. |'msure he'll
be here soon. Ruben Flores?

MR, FLORES: Present.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Thank you, Ruben. Ruben
was appointed by the chief of police and is
serving as secretary. David Little?

MR LITTLE: Here.

M5. GUERRI ERI: David was appoi nted by
the chief of police and is currently handling
our nedia and conmuni cations. Gegory Bentley?

MR. BENTLEY: Present.

M5. GQUERRI ERI: Thank you. G egory
Bent| ey was appoi nted by Council man Keith out
of District 1. Jonathan Rossow?

MR. ROSSOWN  Present.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Thank you, Jonat han.
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Jonat han was appoi nted by Counci |l woman Akri dge,
District 2. Shelly MCulley?

MS. MCCULLEY: Present.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Thank you, Shelly.
Shel |y was appoi nted by Council man Kl i ng,
District 4. Wley Day, Jr.?

MR. DAY: Present.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Thank you, Wl ey.
Appoi nted by Council man Cul ver, District 5.

The Advi sory Council was charged by the

city council resolution with conducting the
review. The public hearing is part of the
advi sory council's fact-finding stage of the
ongoi ng review process. As part of that
effort, comunity input by electronic formwas
active fromJuly the 7th through August 7th,
with over 750 comments received. Al
correspondence was read and i s being consi dered
by nmenbers of the Advisory Council. In
addition, the Advisory Council retained
I ndependent -- retained i ndependent | ega
counsel to assist in the discharge of its

duti es.
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Thi s eveni ng, each speaker has five
m nutes to address the Advisory Council and to
give testinony to the events of June 1 and June
3. This is a listening session -- one in which
the public's comrents are the focus. For that
reason, and also to maxim ze the tinme for
public coment, the Advisory Council nenbers
w Il not nmake remarks this evening, other than
nmy efforts as Chair to guide the procedure.
This hearing is being broadcasted Iive on WOW
and Contast, and also |live streamed on Facebook
and the Cty of Huntsville website. It wll
al so be archived.

Pl ease keep your remarks civil. As fellow
citizens, we should express our views
vigorously, but in a constructive manner. Foul
| anguage whi ch viol ates the FCC broadcast rul es
or derogatory nane calling of any individual
will not be tolerated. Again, decorum and
clarity are inportant here.

Each speaker wll be given five
uninterrupted mnutes, after stating their

name. Tinme cannot be given or shared with
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anot her speaker. | will call the speakers in
the order that they registered, beginning with
M. John Price.

JOHN PRICE: M nane is John Price. |
appreciate the opportunity to speak before you
t oday.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Wl cone.

JOHN PRICE: One of the great things
about representative governnent is that
citizens can demand actions to redress
grievances, and that's what we're here to do
tonight. 1It's been ten weeks since the police
tear gassed peaceful protesters, and there's
not been a single apology fromlocal governnent
or law enforcenent. And you m ght be asking
yoursel f, why do they deserve an apol ogy?
Because for all its training progranms and
sem -PR, HPD failed the city on the evening of
June 3rd and attacked peaceful protesters
sinply for the crine of exercising a
Constitutional right. This revealed the very
real problens in our police departnent.

| want to quickly make four points that |
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think are inmportant in your deliberations. |
am basing this informati on on ny personal
experience and on the Chief's own words on June
4th in a local television interview and the
presentation he did here on June 18th.

Nunber one, | aw enforcenment was fed
terrible intelligence from NAMAC. Nunber two,

f ear - based deci sion-nmaking fromthe police
chief created the entire situation. Nunber
three, law enforcenent's inability to adjust to
t he actual circunstances escal ated the
encounter to violence. And then nunber four,
after-action m srepresentations of the facts by
| ocal | aw enforcenent destroyed trust in the
comuni ty.

For his presentation on June 18th, the
Chief infornmed us that intelligence pointed to
the city being burned and | ooted by ANTIFA.
This actually grew out of a national hysteria
created, | believe, by a psy-ops canpaign
pronmul gated on the internet, quite likely by
foreign actors seeking to sew discord in the

United States. So instead of vetting and
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dism ssing this information, our North Al abama
Mul ti Agency Crinme Conm ssion went | ooking for
anything that would back it up. They searched
Facebook and Snapchat | ooking for and finding
hysterical posts. Surprise. People being
fools on the internet.

They ended up with a terribly flawed
determ nati on based on the flinsiest of intel
that Huntsville was in danger, when, in fact,
the opposite was true. The city was never in
danger. They pointed to ANTI FA when the rea
danger, noted by the FBI, is right-w nged
political groups such as the Boogal oo Boys. W
need to re-evaluate the confidence placed in
this group. They have the technol ogy to invade
people's privacy, and it's pretty clear to ne,
they' re al ready doing that.

After receiving this very poor advice from
NAMAC, the police chief decided he needed every
resource avail abl e, including snipers on the
roof, an ALEA gauntlet, and a tacti cal
helicopter, in addition to, of course, riot

gear, tear gas, pepper spray, flashbangs, and
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synthetic bullets. 1've lived here for 50
years. Huntsville's never had, and | don't
think it ever will have, the kind of unrest
that calls for that kind of response. These
snipers were targeting people in the crowd.
They weren't using spotting scopes. They were
using the scopes on their rifles and pointing
their rifles at Huntsville citizens. The
decision to greet the denonstration in this
fashion set up the result. Once you depl oy
your riot squad, they have to attack. There's
no backi ng down. But once the citizens see how
their rights are going to be tranpled by |aw
enforcenment, well, the patriots are going to
stand their ground, and that's what led to this
confrontati on.

| was there when the NAACP rally ended and
several hundred of us marched to the courthouse
Wi th our protests signs. W were |loud. W
were entirely peaceful. | knew no one else in
the that crowd, and the only fear | felt was
because of the stance of |aw enforcenent. The

Chi ef shoul d've realized there was nothing to
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fear fromthis cromd too, and he should' ve told
the riot squad to stand down. He should have
pul l ed the snipers fromthe building. He
shoul d have told the ALEA caravan to stand by.
But at every opportunity, the Chief escal ated
the situation. He brought out the riot squad
with batons. He had tear gas fired at the
crowd, noi se devices, and the ALEA caravan.
Then the riot squad began to advance on
peaceful protesters. Most people scattered,
but there was only one way out, and that was
down the steep and treacherous stairs into Big
Spring Park. Those who couldn't find their way
to those stairs were shot with synthetic
bullets. Some, nultiple times. Those people
were not arrested -- just shot and sent on
their way. That doesn't sounds |ike | aw
enforcement to nme. That sounds |ike punitive
behavi or and outside the responsibility of |aw
enforcenment. And let's not forget, a
hel i copter chased the stragglers.

Begi nning the foll ow ng day, the police

chief and the sheriff began a disinfornmation
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canpai gn, and this canpaign was right out of
the 1960s establishnents attack on the G vil
Rights Movenent. Citing out of state |icense
pl ates as evidence of outside agitators, he
cl ai med those el enents snuck into the crowd,
created a riot, and then wal ked back down to
Cinton Avenue and drove away. Pretty
| aughabl e, really.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Thank you, M. Price.
Your tinme has expired.

JOHN PRI CE: Thank you.

M5. GUERRIERI: M. Shawn Estes?

SHAWN ESTES: Do | need to give ny nane

and address?
M5. GQUERRIERI: Please, sir.
SHAWN ESTES: Address as well?
M5. GUERRI ERI: Just your nane is fine.
SHAWN ESTES: My nane is Sean Estes.
M5. GUERRI ERI: Wl cone.
SHAVWN ESTES: |"'ma protester, and I'1|
be a little bit surprised if everyone here
doesn't know that by now, just because we've

been saying the sane things in the city council
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neeti ngs over and over. There's -- all of the
information, all of the evidence, all of the

footage, submtted witten testinonies, video,

pictures, et cetera -- which | submtted.
expect you have. | don't know.
Anyway, |'ma protester, but I was not a

protester when | went to Big Spring Park on
June 3rd. | read the other stories about a
hal f - dozen people that were tear gassed on June
1st, so | decided to go and wtness. And
before | get to ny story, which is a sinple
one, | need to address the commttee here
today. First, it's hard not to think of you
all as the police -- as an extension of the
police. And I'mnot sure | trust you all to
hol d t hem accountable. The | ast neeting that
you guys held, it really seens -- introducing
the history of the CACis to serve as press or
public relations for the Huntsville police. So
it's hard to get people to step forward and
tell their story because they do not trust you.
And it dawns on ne that that's really why you

guys are here, is to build trust between the
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community and the police with transparency and
accountability. So |I very nmuch like to trust
that you all will do that.

But |l et ne ask you guys, what nenbers of
the community are you building trust for? To
use a col loquial phrase you are all famliar
with, Karen in South Huntsville does not need
trust-building with the police. It's the
protesters thensel ves and the di senfranchi sed
nenbers of the community who the Chief has been
fighting hard to slander, that we shoul d be
wor king hard to build trust with. Not waging a
PR battl e agai nst the protesting nenbers of our
community. | think that's the only way we
tackl e the very real questions of what happened
on June 1st and June 3rd with objectivity, and
not a themversus-us attitude.

So I'll tell you ny story -- that |
wat ched the protest on June 3rd from ny house
in Five Points. | joined in with a group that
was wal king up the stairs in the park. They
rounded t he courthouse, went around the

courthouse -- although, | just stood at the
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stairs. The troopers above us all had their
hands on their weapons, chatting anxiously
anongst thensel ves, pointing at us, and
chatting to the sides in a very anxious

manner -- |like they were spotting bad peopl e
anongst us. Pointing at nme; right? So drones
buzzed overhead. That's all that | wote. The
rest of this, I've got to just tell you. W
knelt; right? W knelt at the steps. It was a
| oud protest. | knelt with everybody there.

It was very intimdating. It was a very
intimdating experience, obviously, to be
surrounded by mlitant |aw enforcenent that
wer e wavi ng weapons in the air.

After the group that knelt in front of the
nmonunent, and asked for kneeling in solidarity
as well, dispersed, people continued to nove
around. Wien | read about the event, it was
advertised as being 5:00 to 8:00; right?

That's an inportant detail that everybody needs
to know and understand. So | took up station
across fromthe courthouse on the southwestern

corner. Maybe ten feet south fromthe
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sout hwest corner across the street, and that's
where | stayed to witness what was -- what was
happening. There was a loud siren. As
everybody knows, the LRAD, |ong range audio
device. It sounded a siren, which again, was a
very anxious, anxiety-ridden fearful mechani sm
There was no announcenent to disperse --
definitely not fromwhere | was standing.
If -- if the goal was to announce t hat
auditorally, it should have been done wth the
LRAD devi ce.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Thank you, M. Estes.
Your tinme is up.

SHAWN ESTES: Sure. Thank you.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Thank you for com ng.
Next speaker on the list is Ms. Diana |som
Ms. Ison? We'll try to cone back to her. Next
i s Catherine Hereford.

M5. CATHERINE HEREFORD: Hi. M nane is
Cat herine Hereford. You guys bear with ne. M
stuff got alittle bit scranbl ed.

M5. GUERRIERI: Wl cone, Ms. Hereford.

CATHERI NE HEREFORD: Thank you.
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M5. GUERRIERI: | should put ny mc on
to say wel cone.

CATHERI NE HEREFCORD: Thanks. So |I'm
hear to stand up for nyself and the peaceful
protest community in Huntsville, because |'ve
been on the street in front of the courthouse
for years holding up signs and asking the right
way for that nonunent to hate to be renoved.
And | was there at the protest on June 3rd.

And | went with a gas mask with ny respirator
which | have been wearing it since COVID
started, since the CDC recomended it

because -- | brought it that day, and | brought
goggl es as well, because | had seen what
happens -- what happened the Monday before at
the protest that | was not at, and |'ve seen
what's happened around the country. And | know
that this is sonething that the police have
been doing to nonviolent protesters -- tear
gassi ng and pepper spraying. | know a young
man who i s ny son's age who was pepper sprayed
Monday night. And so | brought the goggles to

protect nyself. Now, these are itens for
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protection, and | was fl oored when | heard
Chief McMurray get on tel evision and say that
he had tear gassed and pepper sprayed and shot
at citizens because we had those itens -- gas
masks and goggles and mlk and first-aid kits.
And he got on TV and admtted that. And I

t hought, surely, he's going to | ose his job
because of this. This is egregious, and where
is the oversight? Wwo was the oversight? And
| guess Tommy Battle is supposed to serve as
the oversight, and | believe he's been
negligent in that position.

So | was surprised to hear both of them
enpl oy the easily di sproven trope of outside
agitators, which is ridiculous. The peaceful
community is my community and | know t hese
people. And this group was led by us. And |
was surprised to hear, you know, the reasons
that the chief gave. And they used this trope
to discredit -- just |ike ny grandparents when
they protested back in the 60s. They used the
outside agitator thing to discredit the fact

that we have justifiably angry citizens here.
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Justifiably angry.

And what am | angry about? |'m angry that
we have a police force who cane to ny
nei ghbor hood and shot ny nei ghbor dead. Jeff,
| believe, Parker. And the situation was under
control, and two officers were handling it.
And this officer showed up -- who wll
hopeful Iy be held accountable. Because the
body camera evi dence showed that he was in the
wong in this dealing with this nentally ill
person who had called himfor help -- called
themfor help. And the sanme thing for Crystal
Ragl and. She shoul d not be dead. And has
anybody seen the body canera footage for that?
Because the eyew tness accounts don't match the

police accounts. So I would like to know if

that's -- if there's been transparency in that
pr ocess.
But it's the sane situation where -- a few

nont hs ago, when a very troubled teen that |
had taken in, was cutting hinself and the
police were called. There were officers that

showed up, and it was three officers with guns.
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And they were very nice, but it was clear that
they didn't have any nental health training
what soever. So | know that we have nenta
health officers in Huntsville, but where were
they in this situation? Were were they on ny
street the day Jeff was killed? Were were
they when Crystal Ragland was killed? Were
were they when the officers showed up to ny
house -- three people with guns.

And | think -- you know, | used to work in
a nental health center as a case nmnager, and
we answered calls all the tinme for people who
was in crisis and suicidal. And the worst
thing that | could ve done in that situation is
been sonme aggro person with a gun. And | did
that job without fear to hel p people, and |
would do it again if there was funding for it.

So in conclusion, | just want to say that
| think that McMurray acted crimnally and
shoul d be held accountable. | think that Tommy
Battl e has acted negligently and should be held
accountable. And | think that the policing in

Hunt svil | e needs an overhaul, and yes,
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defunding, to the point where nental health
services are funded and we can elimnate
situations |ike that -- where ny taxpayer noney
IS going to people that are going in wth guns
hel | - bent on destruction and nurdering peopl e
who just need help. | would rather ny noney
bei ng going to hel ping people. And | think we
can start by taking sone of the noney for tear
gas out of the budget and putting it towards
mental health officers. That's a start.
That's where we need to begin. Thank you.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Thank you, M. Hereford.
Next on our speaking list is Terri Cavender.

TERRI CAVENDER Hello. M nane is
Terri Cavender.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Wl cone.

TERRI CAVENDER: Thank you for letting
nme speak. On Wednesday June 3rd, ny husband
and | wanted to show our support for the Bl ack
Lives Matter novenent by attending a rally
pl anned by the NAACP. M coworker had told ne
the event was scheduled to end at 8:00. W

arrived rather | ate downtown at 7: 15, but
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figured we had plenty of tine to hear one or
two good speeches. The police had sone of the
roads bl ocked off, so that made us think the
event was permtted and still in progress. W
had wal ked in from Five Points and made our way
to North Side Square. M friend texted that
they were denonstrating next to the Confederate
nmonunent so we headed that way just in tine to
see a nunber of riot police standing at the top
of the courthouse steps. At once, they all put
on gas masks. That was shocking. W're used
to being able to wal k around downt own wherever
we want to. There was no curfew in place.

| quickly went back to the corner of
Randol ph and Washi ngt on where there were HPD
officers wearing their regular unifornms and not
wearing gas nmasks. | asked an officer what
time the event ended, and he responded that he
didn't know. He asked another officer, and he
didn't know either. |If we had been told what
time it ended, them we woul d' ve turned around
and left. | still thought we had tinme. That's

on me for not checking to see what tine the
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permt ended. But honestly, | don't know how
to look up permts and see what tine they end.
Still, it probably was on a | ocal news outlet,
which | did not check.

My husband and | decided to head on over
to go see, and | eave before 8:00, when,
clearly, the riot police were planning to shoot
tear gas at whoever was |eft at 8:00. W never
made it to hear any speeches because people we
know started shouting at us to get out of there
and not tear gasses. W turned back. W
wal ked al ong East Side Square where we saw nore
riot officers standing at the top of the
court house steps, and they, too, all had on gas
masks.

We stood for a while and used a cover near
Green Bus Brewing. W were told by other
friends that the police wanted everyone to stay
out of the street. W followed the rules.
VWhile we were there, we heard no announcenents
by the police that we had to | eave. W chanted
a bit wwth a small crowd around us. W saw a

white nman get arrested, but one of the
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arresting officers had a long ZZ Top beard and
a long green gun. He was not wearing a uniform
at all. Later, we wondered if we w tnessed an
arrest or an abduction. W decided to | eave.
As we were wal ki ng back to Five Points, we
heard a | ot of commotion and figured the police
had started firing tear gas. And of course, we
worried about our friends. | would offer one
sinpl e piece of advice. Wen there's a
permtted event and officers have been
di spatched to keep the peace around it, those
of ficers should be told what tine the event
ends. They should spread the word so citizens
are aware of the end tinme. W didn't go
downt own t hat Wednesday to cause any trouble or
to be gassed. In fact, | wasn't even
protesting the Huntsville Police Departnent. |
did not have Ms. Hereford' s know edge. | have
had nostly good interactions wwth them W
used to live in a rough nei ghborhood, and | had
to call the police a nunber of tinmes. Even in
our current nei ghborhood, | have had to cal

twce. The police have been responsive, and |
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have seen them defuse volatile situations
qui ckly and professionally. | appreciate being
able to call them when necessary.

| would like to point out that | nmake
heavy use of the police non-energency nunber,
722-7100. 1've only called 911 when an
anbul ance was needed. | wi sh the rest of the
public would do the sane and not call 911 when
not necessary. Sone PSAs around that woul d be
hel pful and woul d save |ives.

My feelings heading into that rally on
Wednesday was that police officers in
Huntsvill e are opposed to what happened to
Ceorge Floyd, Breonna Tayl or, Philando Castile,
Tamr Rice, and others. But the events of that
evening, along with seeing the press conference
in which the Huntsville police chief tried to
justify his actions with sonme outl andi sh
soundi ng remar ks, have nmade ne wonder. Not so
much about the individual officers who were
trying to do the best they can, but about the
| eadershi p of the departnent and who ordered

officers to fire tear gas and rubber bullets at
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peaceful protesters has made nme wonder about
our city's | eadership.

The mayor nust have known what they were
planning to do. Who else knew? It's
frightening. Black lives matter. Things need
to change for the better nationally. Let's do
our part here. Let people speak out. Listen
to them when they do.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Thank you, Ms. Cavender.
Qur next speaker is Maurice Shingleton.
Mauri ce Shingleton? Not here. GCkay. W'IlIl go
back.

(At which time, HPCAC nenber John

Reitzel entered the hearing.)

M5. GUERRI ERI: The next speaker is
Br ooke Justi ce.
BROOKE JUSTI CE: Hel |l o.
M5. GUERRI ERI: Pl ease state your nane.
BROOKE JUSTI CE:  Brook Justi ce.
M5. GUERRI ERI: Thank you.
BROOKE JUSTICE: Firstly, | want to
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clarify a msconception. Wen we say that we
want to defund the police, we're not demandi ng
for the police to go away. Wen soneone calls
to defund the mlitary, it's pretty understood
that it's not calling to take apart that force,
and the sane ideas apply here. W do, however,
want the police to have | ess. Because as of

ri ght now, they have extra.

After seven years in the mlitary, |
understand the culture that is around getting a
new toy in the office. And unfortunately, our
| ocal police has abused those on us. | was
there the night we were attacked unprovoked and
unwarranted. | was there watching police nock
us and ready to want to hurt us. | was in
nmedi cal readi ness energency operations for
seven years. After an incident woul d happen,
we woul d break it down in a post-incident
exam nation. Watching the head of police talk
about how he attacked us because of the
possibility of a threat made ne have secondhand
enbarrassnent. | cannot inmagine telling ny

conmmander we used chem cal weapons because we
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were scared of a threat that m ght present
itself after losing sunlight. Nor can I
i magi ne telling ny commander that we attacked

people for having first-aid kits.

That being said, |'ve experienced active
shooters in ny mlitary installation. 1've
experienced bonbs. |'ve experienced nunerous

other threats in ny experience. Wat | had not
experi enced was devel opi ng PTSD. Wat | had
not experienced was ny daughter fearing for ny
safety.

Wien | was |l eading the protest to end tax
noney bei ng spent on cleaning up the
Conf ederate statue, ny daughter broke down and
asked ne to stay away fromthe police and to
pl ease cone hone safe. Wen | got hone that
ni ght, she heard ne open the door, becane upset
at me, threw her arns around ne, happy | cane
hone at all. Not one day in seven years in the
mlitary had | experienced anything |like that.
Wi | e educating ny daughter on civil rights, |
showed her videos of other protests where the

police have attacked their own people. |
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showed her a video of Bl oody Sunday. As soon
as ny daughter saw the police don their gas
masks, she junped up and said, "Mm they need
to run. Their eyes are going to burn.”

Wiy does she know this? She knows this
because, fromthe sidelines, she watched her
own police force do that to her friends right
in front of her. On July 4th, |'m accustoned
to calling nmy veteran friends who have
experi enced conbat to make sure that they're
okay. But this year, nyself and other friends
wer e having panic attacks fromrenenbering the
ni ght the people who were supposed to protect
us, laughed at us, nocked us, casually pepper
sprayed us, tear gassed us, shoved us
downstairs, had snipers on us fromthe rooftop,
drones surfing above our heads, and helicopters
flying above us.

Every tinme we go to feed the ducks, ny
daught er boasts of howthis is where | was
brave. Meanwhile, | try to keep nyself
conposed and not cry fromrenenbering that

night. Also, | want to make it very cl ear,
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this newfound fear for our local police is only
new to sonme. To our black and brown skinned
brothers and sisters, they have felt this way
their whole life. They were born into talks
about how to be safe with the cops so that you
can cone hone fromthe park. This fear is only
new to nme because | have lived a life of white
privil ege.

It is inportant to know, all of the
threats that the cops wanted -- wanted to talk
us up to be -- if we wanted to be violent, if
we wanted to burn buildings, if we wanted to
hurt our officers, it would' ve happened at sone
point in the |ast four nonths. Especially
after we were attacked with weapons we're not
even allowed to use in the mlitary w thout
bei ng charged with a war crinme. Wat we do
want is change. W want the police to protect;
not be the mlitary fighting a war on its own
people. | refuse to be sorry for us trying to
change Anerica because after dark scares you.
Because Huntsville is continuing to add to the

list of horrendous civil rights violations, and
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we plan on changing that. Selnma, Al abama,

Bl oody Sunday, attacked by police. Birm ngham
Al abama, the Freedom Riders, let down by the
police. Birm ngham Al abama, again, with the
diner sit-ins attacked by the police.
Huntsville, Al abama. What do you recommend we
call that night?

M5. GUERRI ERI: Thank you, Ms. Justice.
Qur next speaker is Ms. Tahirih GCsborne. Did |
pronounce that right?

TAH RIH OSBORNE: Tabhi ri h.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Ckay.

TAHHRIH OSBORNE: Hi. M nane is
Tahiri h Gsborne.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Wl cone.

TAHI RIH OSBORNE: | have thought a | ot
about what | want to say to this council and
how to unpack, in five mnutes, the litany of
civil rights violations, abuses of power, and
outright racist brutality that has been enacted
on nyself and ny fellow citizens. Were do |
begin? | return to the sinple fact, ny

governnent, our governnent, used chem ca
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weapons and potentially deadly anmunition
agai nst our own people on our own soil. Wy
did they do this? Because people had gathered
to raise, by the thousands, their voices to
nmake one sinple statenent, black [ives matter.
It would be easy to dismss this crowds as an
angry nob responding to a single death that
happened hundreds of mles and several states
away. Ceorge Floyd's tragic nurder nmay have
been the flashpoint, but the hurt and pain is
the same hurt and pain that so many of the
wounds of our community has allowed to fester.
Crystal Ragl and, Dana Fl etcher, Jeffrey
Par ker, and DeAndres Louis Wods. Sone of
t hese nanmes you may not even know. Ilronic,
isn't it, that Huntsville | aw enforcenent saw
fit to respond to this outcry agai nst such
brutality with yet nore brutality. The nessage
sent and received; we have no fear of
consequences. This is what we do. You nust
submt. W have the power. Violent tactics
that would ordinary constitute war crines under

t he Geneva Convention are used on our own
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people with no renorse, no fear for
adm ni strative reprisals, and not a shadow of
concern for the physical and enotional trauma
that our citizens wll carry.

| doubt that McMurray hol ds any enpathy
for the dozen of panic attacks | have
personal |y experienced since ny attendance at
the June 1st and 3rd protests. | doubt that he
hol ds any enpathy for those who have had to
seek intensive phychiatric treatnment, including
I npatient hospitalization, because of their
experiences. | doubt he holds any concern for

the nedical bills or pain and suffering of

those who will require treatnent for their
physical injuries. Sonme of themw Il require
further treatnment and surgeries. | doubt he

cares for the arrestees who were deni ed nedi ca
care, who were hum|iated and abused by his
officers, who still are so afraid of
retaliation that | can't use their nanes today.
Wiy do | doubt this? Because not once has
Mark McMurray nmade even the nost basic effort

to apol ogi ze. Not once has he even suggested
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that his choices those nights were in any way a
m stake. He has chosen to double down on |ies,
propaganda, and fear to justify hinself. He
has no fear, while many of us are left
trembling. MMirray woul d have you believe
that the protesters' presence on June 1st and
3rd were outside agitators. That they planned
to be violent and start a riot.

Are first-aid kits violent? |s protective
equi pnent |i ke safety goggl es and gl oves
violent? Do I, a soft spoken disabl ed woman,
| ook violent to you? The only threat was from
| aw enforcenent who appeared in riot gear,
hol di ng bri ght orange rubber bullet guns, while
we were arned with mlk and paint respirators.

Qur police force is supposed to serve us.
Yet the dynam c and practice is clearly the
ot her way around. Even you, the Huntsville
Police Ctizens Advisory Council, has three
menbers chosen by McMurray. Wat kind of
accountability is that? Howis the public
supposed to have any trust in the concept of

justice when the corruption is so blatant, so
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casual , and so carel ess?

So tell nme, what will you do? WII you
all ow these actions to stand? WII| you all ow
themto be repeated in the future? If you
aren't in the pocket of the city governnent,
who woul d rat her cover up our sins with lies
and pl atitudes, prove it. Show our |aw
enforcenent and the citizens of the city that
there are lines, and that there are fair
consequences for crossing those lines. Thank
you.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Thank you, Ms. Osborne.
Qur next speaker signed up is Ms. Becky Boggs.
Not here? Let's go back up to the top of the
list. Maybe one of these two people cane in.
D ana Isom and Murice Shingleton?

MAURI CE SHI NGLETON:  Mauri ce Shi ngl et on.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Wl cone.

MAURI CE SHI NGLETON:  How y' al |l doi ng?
know it's supposed to be a five-mnute
interval, but I'"mgoing to keep it short and
sweet. It is August 12th. The actions that

occurred happened June 1st and June 3rd, and
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t hen continuously happened after that. Al nost
two nonths in and now we're having this
neeting. Wiwy? Wy? Wy did it take so |ong
for us to continuously cone up every week or
every time the council had for public comrents?
Were you all here each tine, or were you only
here you were called to be? | ask that because
| sit wth al nost everyone that speaks at
protests, at these council neeting, and outside
of what we do in our tine together. But where
are you? Thank you.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Thank you,
M. Shingleton. Qur next speaker is M. Becky
Boggs. Has Ms. Boggs cone in? Rita
Bur khol der. Ms. Burkhol der? Paige Martin?
Ms. Martin? Russell Stanners? Lisa Gardener?
s Ms. Gardener here?

MR LITTLE: You think there may be
peopl e out si de?

M5. GUERRIERI: Okay. Kelly is going to
| ook.

MR LITTLE: | didn't know if they were

calling folks in, in groups of ten or how they
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were doing it.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Chad Chavez? We'l|
pause for a nonent and see if people are
wai ting outside and nmake sure they hear their
names.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Do we need to
leave if we're already spoken to nake roonf?

MR, LITTLE: Do they need to | eave?

M5. GUERRIERI: That m ght be a w se
i dea. You can watch the -- | think it's
broadcasted in the | obby.

MR. LITTLE: There's still a few down
her e.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: There's plenty of
seats open right now.

M5. GUERRIERI: W have sone right here.

(I naudi bl e.)

M5. GUERRIERI: Ckay. | don't think so.
Next on the list, we had D ana | som and then we
| ooked at Becky Boggs, Rita Burkhol der, Paige

Martin, Russell Stanners, Lisa Gardener, Chad
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Chavez, Ellen -- | nean, Lee Ellenburg? 1Is
t hat -- okay.

LEE ELLENBURG That's ne. And Lisa
Gardener is in the bathroom

M5. GUERRIERI: | wanted to nmake sure |
didn't get out of order.

MR, LITTLE: Someone was in the
bat hr oom

M5. GUERRIERI: W'Ill catch up with them
when they conme back in. Ckay. State your
nanme, pl ease.

LEE ELLENBURG Lee El Il enburg.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Wl cone.

LEE ELLENBURG  Thank you. (I naudible.)
|"msorry. | just got here and thought | would
have a chance to at |east sit down and think
for a second. But yeah, you know, | appreciate

the opportunity to address and ki nd of give ny

perspective. | did attend the Wdnesday

rally -- June 5th, | guess -- that ended in,
what | feel like, was just kind of an
overreaction by our police departnent. | guess

| can give you, kind of, what | experienced.
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woul d be very interested in your questions as

wel | . So |l don't knowif there's -- not in
this case, but in sone other like -- | would
| ove to see that -- that -- that kind of

facilitated by this commttee, is kind of the
guestions towards us at sonme avenue. | think
t hat coul d be useful.

But -- so fromny perspective --
attended the NAACP rally in Big Spring Park and
was with several friends, and, you know, for
the nost part really enjoyed sone of the
speakers. There was a lot of, | think, really
good speeches and sonme very chal |l engi ng
opi ni ons and conversations that happened there
that | thought were really productive. After
that rally, | had proceeded to foll ow what |
t hought was pretty nuch the whole crowd. Maybe
not everyone. But obviously, a very |arge
maj ority of people wal ked up around -- into
Fountain Crcle right up here, and then on up
into the square. Wich | assuned we were
rallying around the statue in front of Madi son

County Court house.
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| can tell you ny first experience. The
first thing | renmenber and I w il always
remenber is, as soon as | got to this circle, |
| ooked over and all | saw was maybe 15, 20
police in riot gear peering out through the
par ki ng garage. Not hidden. There. And it
was -- imediately, | felt the tenor and
everything in ny body change. And it was |ike,
oh, we -- | imediately didn't want them behi nd
ne. So | managed to nmake ny way around to the
ot her side of the courthouse. And | was just

ki nd of being an observer. Like, that made ne

nervous. That was just like -- | had no idea
that the protest tinme had changed. | had no
idea that -- you know, | was literally part of

the rally, and | wal ked up and | was part of
this -- what | thought was just this kind of
denonstration to say, hey, sonething has to
change. W're upset. Soneone needs to hear
and listen. So as | was saying, | kind of
noved around to the back of the courthouse just
because |I didn't want to be right next to riot

pol i ce.
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And when | say "riot police," | nean, full
bodi ed arnor, helnet, baton, shield. |1've
never seen that in Huntsville before. |[|'ve
never seen anything like that in Huntsville
before. | don't -- | don't -- | don't know
that the best way to relieve tension or kind of
hel p contain crowd control, but I"'mpretty sure
riot gear is the opposite of that -- you know,
to relieve tension and to de-escalate. | don't
know what the proper way to de-escalate is, but
|"mpretty sure lining riot gear along the side
of the road is not that answer.

Sol was in -- | was -- again, across the
back of the courthouse. And, you know, again,
| was kind of nore participating froma
di stance. And | renenber a gentl eman cane and
said, we really -- we need strength in nunbers.
W need -- we want peopl e together so we can
chant. We want to be -- we want to be | oud and
want to be heard, and that conpelled ne. |t
really did. It pulled ny heart strings in a
way that | can't really -- if | had ny son with

me, | mght not have. |1'mnot going to lie.
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didn't -- | was by nyself, and so |I kind of had
a feeling that things m ght not go exactly how

| wanted themto go. But | felt this urge to

just be a part. | wanted to be a part.
wanted -- | wanted to scream | wanted to |ay
on the ground, and | wanted to say, like, this

is sonething that we have to tal k about.
There's a raci st nonunent at the side of this
courthouse that we have to tal k about. Police
brutality is something in the U S. that we have
to talk about. And I think this is a proper
way to do it. | know ny tinme's up.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Thank you,
M. Ellenburg. Your tine is up. Thank you for
com ng tonight. He just rem nded ne, this
m ght be tine for a five-mnute break while
we're waiting for sone people to speak. So
we'll take a five-mnute break, and we'l]l

resune in five m nutes.

(At which tine, a brief recess was

t aken.)
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M5. GUERRIERI: We'Ill call us back on
order now. W'I|l resune the hearing. |Is
Ms. Diana |Isom here? Becky Boggs? Rita
Bur khol der ?

RI TA BURKHOLDER: Here. (kay.

M5. GUERRIERI: Ms. Burkhol der, before
you begin, | noticed that you signed up tw ce?

RI TA BURKHOLDER: | did.

MS. GQUERRIERI: This is one, five-m nute
speaki ng session for each person. You are
wel cone to sign up to cone back and speak again
on the 28th.

RI TA BURKHOLDER: Ckay. |If there are
any spaces |eft available at the end, may |
speak tw ce?

M5. GUERRIERI: You would have to check
with who's nonitoring that out there.

RI TA BURKHOLDER:  Ckay.

M5. GUERRIERI: |'m not aware of that.

RI TA BURKHOLDER: All right. They asked
nme to ask you.

M5. GUERRIERI: |If you would just state

your nane, please.
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RI TA BURKHOLDER: Yes. M nane is Rita
Maya Bur khol der.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Wl cone.

RI TA BURKHOLDER: May | renove ny nask
to speak?

M5. GUERRI ERI: Yes.

RI TA BURKHOLDER: | al so have physi cal
objects that | wanted to council to see. |
don't know if it's possible to do that today or
afterwards. Today, the first thing I'm
speaking on is projectiles that were used on
June 3rd. So | brought the actual physical
projectiles that | collected in the streets
after the event. | also brought a protest
poster that | found in the street. | later
| ocated the owner of that poster to find that
their narrative, their story was that they were
sprayed at close range, within five feet, with
pepper spray. And | brought that as a physical
item so you could see how covered the sign is.
It seens excessive. So if anyone wants to see
these in person, |I'm happy to hand them up.

The first thing that I want to tal k about
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is md-range rubber bullets. These are the
rubber bullets that were shot at protesters
(indicating). And | called the manufacturer
and did a lot of research on this, and | w |
be submtting this to you via online. However,
these m d-range bullets are neant to be shot
from80 to 100 yards. In feet, that's 240 to
300 feet. Many of these rounds were fired
within 15 to 20 feet directly at protesters.

Al so, they are only to be used in |large nuscle
groups -- fromthe abdonen, which is the belly
button and below. You're to avoid head, neck,
thorax -- I"msorry. |I'mnervous -- and chest
in any way. There's photographic evidence and
proof -- and nedi cal proof that many protesters
were actually shot above the abdonen -- as high
as shoul ders, which could have resulted in
deat h when striking a heart or a |lung or

anot her maj or organ. So these were used

I nappropriately agai nst the manufacturer's
regulations. So this is one thing we're

t al ki ng about .

CS canisters (indicating). This is a 40
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mllimeter CS gas canister. This was supposed
to be shot in a range 80 to 100 yards, also 240
to 300 feet. | watched video footage from
anot her phot ographer that |'ve been working
with that was on the other side of the park who
saw as nmany as six canisters, in less than two
m nutes, fired off in a 20-foot range into the
m ddl e of protesters, which is an inappropriate
use of this item These are also incendiary
devi ces and oftentines can be an expl osive or
incendiary device. And it's |listed even by the
manuf acture that it's -- the classification is
an expl odi ng bonb and not to be used in close
range with protesters.

There is an unmarked cani ster
(indicating). |I'mnot quite sure what this
hel d, but all inplenments are required to be
mar ked and tagged so as to be catal oged before
use in the warehouse. And they nust al so have
a marking on them when they're used so they can
be | ogged or catal oged after -- in the event to
be used as evidence. This is conpletely

unmar ked and a rather |l arge projectile.
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One of the things that was not noted,
because we've really only been focusing on the
Huntsvill e Police Departnent is the use of
| arge rubber donme bullets (indicating). This
was shot in a 25-foot range directly at a
protester, striking himabove the abdonen, in
the chest like this (denonstrating). This
coul d have caused severe organ damage or deat h.
No one is talking about this. The sheriff's
departnent fired these | arge done rounds.

This is part of a rubber baton. No one
has spoken about rubber batons. | found this
in the street by the courthouse. | don't know
if the police departnment or sheriff's
departnent were using rubber batons, but these
are very, very hard rubber. They're not
mal | eabl e i n any way.

And then there were nmany rounds from
Lightfield, which are md-range star rounds.
They l ook |like those funny little pink and
orange toys that children have with spi kes all
over them and they are fired out of a

shot gun -- gauge, basically. A lot of these
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rounds were fired, but the majority of the
rounds that we found were m d-range rubber
bullets. And in contrast to Chief McMirray's
testinony, in one video footages watching
after -- of shots just going fromthe
courthouse in a 35-mnute period from North
Si de Square as the Huntsville police and
sheriff's departnent corrall ed and herded
peopl e down towards the Kaffeeklatsch, there
were over 318 audi ble shots fired of

| ess-t han-| et hal rounds.

Most of these were found on the west side
of the courthouse, all the way down in front of
t he Kaffeekl atsch where they stopped and that
term nated. And then, as you know, the
Kaf f eekl at sch had a broken w ndow too, that I'm
not allowed to speak on, other than to say |
know t hat that was not done by a protester.

| f anybody has any questions, I'd love to
nmeet with you individually, answer or share
footage that | have. There's not enough tine
here. But ny biggest concern is that Chief

McMurray allowed -- the sheriff as well -- to
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just act indiscrimnately in what they were
firing at us. And | think that it's very
negl ectful and coul d' ve caused harm and death
and reflected very poorly on the Gty of
Huntsville. Thank you for your tine.

M5. GUERRI ERI: M. Burkhol der, your
time is up. Thank you very nuch for com ng.
Next on the list is Ms. Paige Martin.

Ms. Martin here? Russell Stanners? Lisa
Gar dener ?

LI SA GARDENER: Here.

M5. GUERRIERI: If you'll state your
nane, pl ease.

LI SA GARDENER: May a take this off?

M5. GUERRIERI: Yes. Welcone.

LI SA GARDENER: Thank you. H . M nane
is Lisa Gardener, and | was -- | attended the
June 3rd rally and then protest. | met up with
my friend Lee Ell enburg, who al so attended and
you just heard him speak. And | went because |
was conpelled to stand up and just speak out,
be a body in the novenent for -- of people who

were just disgusted by the | ack of
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de-escal ation tactics by police around the
country that caused the death of -- the deaths
of many peopl e unnecessarily. And

particularly, black and mnority people. |

also -- yeah. | -- so | was there. |
attended. | attended the rally. | thought
that the rally was a wonderful -- there was a

real great feeling inthe rally. A feeling of
cl oseness and feeling of camaraderie and
people -- it was just packed wth people.

And after the rally was done, | went with
t he group of other people who had been
attending the rally and foll owed people up and
around to Fountain Circle. And then up to the
square where there were protests. And as soon
as we got up there, as Lee had stated, you
know, we could see that -- the officers dressed
inriot gear, and we could see other officers
ready with -- bulked out with all kinds of
gear, which was definitely sonething that
changes your perception and your feeling of
going and just protesting a thing that has

happened, peacefully and feeling peaceful about
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it, feeling okay, feeling calm and -- versus,
i ke, a heightened awareness of -- of what
could happen. And it definitely did not feel
that the Huntsville Gty police were doi ng what
they could to de-escal ate and just maintain and
do what they were there for, which was to
protect citizens and just neke sure that the
citizens who were protesting and protesting
peacefully -- they were Huntsville citizens.
Because | know that there was sone claimin the
news that people were just bussed in from--
but | saw lots of people that | knew there. A
| ot of people. And -- | apol ogi ze.

| stayed in downtown during the protest
right up until before the two groups -- or
right as the two groups were com ng together.
And at that tine, | chose to | eave because
felt that the police officers were being --
were -- they were being very aggressive. And |
know that there's a difference between people
who are protesting and the officers who are
there, as far as aggression is concerned. And

| could hear that they were going to start
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acting.
| want to hopefully nake a -- | would |ike

to say that | did not feel or see any
protesters acting in any way that was
aggressive towards officers or warranting of
any kind of action fromthe police. The police
shoul d' ve just been there, been standing by,
regardl ess of the tine because it is our 1st
Amendnent right to protest. It doesn't natter
how | ong we're protesting. W coul d ve
protested until m dnight, and they did not have
the right -- they really didn't have the right
to be shooting tear gas, shooting rubber
bul | ets, shooting anything at anybody because
there was no rioting. Thank you. [|'m done.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Thank you, M. Gardener.
M. Chad Chavez? |If you'll state your nane for
us.

CHAD CHAVEZ: Yes. M nane is Chad
Chavez.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Wl cone.

CHAD CHAVEZ: First of all, | want to

t hank you for holding a public forum | have
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been critical of the HPCAC and the opaqueness
of the group recently. | spoke at the city
council neetings and tal ked about how hard it
was to really understand what the process was
here. And so | appreciate you guys are hol di ng
a public forum

| wanted to speak today because of the
efforts that | believe Chief McMurray has taken
to danpen the safety of citizens expressing
their 1st Amendnent rights in Huntsville. On
6/1, | saw use of force against the protesters,
and | decided that | was going to cone to the
NAACP rally on 6/3. Prior to comng to that, |
sat down with ny fiancé, who also wanted to
cone, and expressed to her that because of the
force that we saw at the first one, | was going

to go out and buy safety goggles, which | did.

| expl ained -- because she didn't want to wear
a pair. | said, if the police started using
force against us, that we -- that she would

have to get behind ne. The projectiles that
t hey use can easily blind people. They can

kill people -- especially at the ranges that
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they would go on to use themon that night. So
we had that discussion before we went to a
protest. A first for any protest |'ve ever
been to in Huntsville or bigger cities
anywher e.

Once we cane to the NAACP rally, the rally
itself was very peaceful, very great. The nood
was very positive, and | saw a lot of friends,
coworkers, and people fromthe comunity that |
knew. This was despite runors that had been
spread by fornmer Huntsville Police Departnent
enpl oyees onli ne about violence comng in.
There's a |l awer that works in downtown that
used to be a Huntsville Police Departnent
enpl oyee who said that he had heard from ot her
people on the force that ANTIFA people were
bei ng bussed in.

| reached out to the mayor inmmediately to
find out if that was true because, again, we
were worried about our safety in town. After
the protests, there was sone obvious -- or
after the NAACP protest in the park, there was

obvi ous confusi on because of a very late tine
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change that had occurred. Chief McMirray ended
up saying that it was because of these threats
t hat they changed the tine that we were all owed
to exercise our rights, despite the fact that
they still blocked off the square. The effect
that this ended up having was creating
confusion for the people at the rally who then
cane up to see a display of force |I've never
seen at a protest. People have spoken to you
about the riots, cops waiting, staring us down
fromthe parking decks with snipers | ooking
down on us. W had drones flying above us and
cops staring us down as we marched around the
square. Since that was part of the original
schedul ed tine, everyone believed that they
were still well within their rights, and that's
why they were resistant when they wanted to

di sperse them agai n.

After -- after they ended up attacking the
protesters -- so | should say that we |eft
before they ended up attacking protesters. W
saw sone police junp out of their cars shaking

pepper spray canisters well before they asked
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people to disperse , and we were worried and so
we went ahead and left. But that was -- again,
the force present just makes for a scary

envi ronment when you exerci se your 1st
Amendnent rights in Huntsville now.

Then McMurray canme -- Chief McMurray cane
to speak to justify why he did it. |In doing
so, he used tweets from peopl e that have never
been to Huntsville or are, frankly, joke
accounts that tweet hunorous things. And by
clipping out the context of their jokes,
inplied that they were people com ng from out
of towmn to inflict violence. He used people
communi cating with -- he used tweets where
peopl e comruni cated with journalists to inply
that they were telling the reporters that they
were going to inflict violence here. And he
inplied that people that never even showed up
to protest, but had conpl ai ned about the
Huntsvill e Police Departnent online, were
| eadi ng ANTI FA nenbers.

All of this is really just designed to

make people afraid to call for police
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accountability, and so that's why | reached out
to HPCAC to ask, you know, what options do
citizens have that's not just being attacked?
What -- what -- what chance do we have to
express our frustrations that isn't going to
result in nore violence inflicted upon our
friends and our coworkers and our famly?
Thank you.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Thank you M. Chavez.
Russel | Stanners?

RUSSELL STANNERS: Paige Martin had the
time before ne.

M5. GUERRIERI: OCh, I'msorry, Paige.
If you'll state your nane, please?

PAIGE MARTIN: |'m sorry?

M5. GUERRI ERI: Pl ease state your nane.

PAIGE MARTIN. It's Paige Martin.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Wl cone.

PAIGE MARTIN: |'msorry.

MS. GUERRIERI: Hold on a m nute,
Ms. Martin. Let nme reset your tine. Are you
ready to speak?

PAI GE MARTI N: | am hear to tal k about
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the June 1st and June 3rd protest and the
excessive use of force by Huntsville Police
Departnent. The citizens of Huntsville and
Madi son County are not going to tolerate the

ki nd of reckl ess | eadership and actions taken
agai nst peaceful protesters. | submtted a
report about ny nephews who were both pepper
sprayed by one of the officers here at close
range. M youngest nephew, who is 18, was
manhandl ed by the police officer and grabbed up
at chest level by the shirt so the officer
could pin himin place and violently spray him
fromup close, so as to inflict damage on him
| have a picture of himthat is not very clear,
and I'll pass it around. But | did send these
to one of your panels. So I have that. And
then this is supposedly the officer that did
that to himand nmy ol der nephew al so.

Hs father, nmy first nephew, yelled at the
officer, as any sane parent would do if their
child is being violated, and the officer turned
hi s pepper spray on himas well. | later

| earned from many supporting docunents and
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mlitary specialists that pepper spray should

only be used to disperse a cromd -- not to
puni sh or inflict harmon soneone. | also told
that -- | was also told that a person shoul d

not be touched at all when using pepper spray.
My pictures are not great, but | am happy, |ike
| said, to pass themaround if you want to | ook
at them The two that | have are froma video
taken of the entire incident. |It's about a
30-m nute video, and | have access to that too
if you guys don't have it yet.

You may be wondering, as nost apol ogists
do, when police officers cause harmto
citizens, what these two people did to deserve
to get pepper sprayed? Usually people say they
things |ike, they nust be drug deal ers or they
had a gun on them passed a counterfeit bill
sat in their van in a parking lot with their
famly, had a nental health crisis in public,
wal ked the wong direction on the road,

j aywal ked, | ooked at sonebody the wong way,
| ay sl eeping while black, fell asleep in the

drive-thru at McDonal d's whil e bl ack, wal ked
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down the street to the |local store for Skittles
and a drink while black, and various other
nef ari ous cri nes.

But on this particul ar evening, these two,
fat her and son, had been out at the protest
drunmm ng up support against police brutality
whi ch is happening across the nation, as they
are two of the nost avid supporters of Black
Lives Matter. The ol dest has actual ly taught
me very nuch about standing up for what
matters. He has been an inspiration to our
famly and to ne, and he always stays in his
integrity when it cones to doing the right
thing, and he's teaching his son the sane
thing. It may not ook like it to those of you
who put on their Sunday best once a week and
stroll around the city with all the best
paychecks and all the best anmenities only
affordable to the wealthy of this city, but
people Ii ke ny nephews are hard to find. |
respect them | honor them and | cherish
them They were engaged in their

Constitutional right, as every U S. citizen is,
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to protest things that they find abhorrent in
governnent. They had said no disrespectful
words to the officers. They had not been
involved in any rioting, cursing, property
damage, assault, or any other renotely --
anything renotely resenbling a crine.

My youngest nephew stated that they were
| eaving the area as directed, walking
downstairs. Should we add that to the |ist of
things that officers find offensive? Ws their
hair too long? WMaybe they didn't like their
t-shirt or whatever? | just don't know  But
if our noney in Huntsville goes for allow ng an
officer to beat up on its citizens for persona
taste differences, | say refund the noney and
send it el sewhere. These officers, the
sheriff, the mayor, the state troopers, and
nost especially, the chief of police, do not
deserve their jobs, and we, the people, denmand
that they be replaced with conpassionate
| eaders who truly serve and protect this
communi ty.

One other photo that | want to show you is
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of a Portland protester who was shot in the
head by a federal agent. This was in Portland,
and whoever used the rubber bullets -- nobody's
really owning up to it here in Huntsville. But
whoever used themhere in Huntsville, this is
the type of danmmge that a rubber bullet does to
you. It is -- it has a netal inside. It's
actually -- right around the outside, it's
about this long (indicating), and it has netal
on the inside, and it's about a half-inch in
di aneter and al nost two inches |long. So
that's --

M5. GUERRIERI: M'am your tine is up.

PAI GE MARTIN:  Thank you.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Thank you for com ng.
Next speaker, M. Russell Stanners?

RUSSELL STANNERS: | woul d've been here
sooner, but | was actually participating in a
daily vigil that we hold downtown on Cinton
and Washi ngt on.

M5. GUERRIERI: Sir, could you state
your nanme?

RUSSELL STANNERS: ©Oh, Russell Stanners.
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Sorry. | figured since you said it -- at one
poi nt, you know, a lot of friends told ne --
said, don't cone in here upset, don't cone in
here angry because, you know, they're really
trying to do sonmething. So | got that all out
here. You do actually have ny statenents
witten and they've been sent in. And so that
-- you know, the details of what has occurred,
you have on record.

| have been at every single protest that
has occurred in this city. The only two that
had any instance were when the |ocal |aw
enforcenent came out with a show of force.
That's it. There has never been anot her
incident. There's never been another issue
except those two evenings. Wat is the conmon
denom nat or of those two eveni ngs? That show
of force, that use of intimdation. Because
ultimately, what you're | ooking at here is,
you' re asking, do you want a police force to be
enpowered with capabilities to inflict harm
possi bl e deat h, dependi ng on where one of

t hese, you know, bullets hits sonebody, over
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what, in essence, is a msdeneanor. A

m sdeneanor. That's it. This is a

m sdeneanor. Ckay? Not a single person up
there coomtted a felony. They didn't do
anything. And even by Chief McMurray's own
words, it was preenptive. | nean, | ultimtely
liken it to going up on the square any tine

during the day and you find sonebody wth an

expired parking neter. Sure, they'll get a
ticket. Well, chances are, they're probably
going to speed when they go hone. So -- well,

we're not going issue this ticket. W're going
to go ahead and slash their tires because if
their tires are slashed, they can't drive hone
and speed and hurt anybody. Well, you know
what, while we're at it, everybody else in the
square is likely going to speed when they go
home or go sone place else. Wll, let's go
ahead and slash all their tires too. | nean,
this sounds absolutely ridiculous, and |'mjust
tal king about this wth inani mate objects.

What we' re tal king about actually happened to

citizens of this community. Every single
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person who was arrested on a m sdeneanor were
from here

When | saw chief McMurray's expl anations
of what happened, | nean, | was in shock.
Because if it would' ve been an actual cl ass
that he was taking, you know, on judicial
actions and things |ike that, that teacher
woul d' ve | aughed hi mout of the room | nean,
t he research was shoddy. Everything about it
was awful. If | was M. Shapiro -- there's
probably | awers lined up right now to take his
case for, you know, the defamation that was
used against him And | nmake this point
because, this right here (indicating), this
came fromthe Wody Anderson -- I'msorry. Not
Wody Anderson. Sorry. Wody GQuthrie Center
in Tulsa. It says, this machine kills
fascists. Ckay. Am| ANTIFA for wearing this?
Well, of course. |'m against fascism but that
doesn't nean |'ma violent agitator. | wear ny
Bl ack Lives Matter pin here. Does it nmean |I'm
an agitator or I'mangry or I'mgoing to hurt

sonebody because of it? No. | |ove and want
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to protect people. That's ultimately why | was
there for the two major protests, and it proved
to be a positive note. Because when all was
said and done and everything wound down, there
was a young group of kids that were standing on
the corner near the Russell Erskine -- bright
dayl i ght there. The whol e marquee, everything
it up. Sone young officer cones over to our
corner from Spragins and starts yelling, drop
the stick, drop the stick, drop the stick. And
he's reaching down to his side where his pepper
spray, taser, or gun are. Don't know which one
he's reaching for. But this young kid didn't
realize he still had the stick that his protest
sign was in. And his little friend told him
the stick in your hand. He dropped it like it
was hot. It's like he didn't even know it was
there. And this young officer was still
beari ng down on himlooking to do damage. That
|l ook in the eye, | know what that |ook is.

| basically told him it's done. It's
over. Go. Get in your car. Leave. This

isn't happening here. Because there were old
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people sitting right there. He had no care in
the worl d about the environnent he was in and
what type of trauma he was going to cause to
all those people. That's why |I'm here
speaki ng.

| don't even want to nention the fact that
| saw the entire group of that |ot as they
| eft, stopped under that sane nmarquee, | aughing
and back-sl appi ng each other afterwards. |
W tnessed that. That was so disgusting to see
that they seemto be happy. Like they were out
just playing a sport and they won the big gane.
| nmean, it was gross. That's why | have so
much angry words witten here, because that
isn't the city | believed I lived in.

l|"'m46. 1've been here all ny life. |
don't want that to be what ny city is about.
That's why | need you to do sonethi ng about
that. Are we |law and order, or are we protect
and serve? One serves power. The other serves
the people. So which one are we? And that's
what |'m hoping you will finally do, is define

that. |s our police force for the citizens or
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for the power of the Gty?

M5. GUERRI ERI: Thank you for com ng.
Next we have Bob Baccus. |[If you'll state your
name, sir?

BOB BACCUS: MW nane is Bob Baccus.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Wl cone.

BOB BACCUS: My wife and | have |ived
here in Huntsville since 1970. Thank you for
allowing ne to speak to you tonight. 1|'ve had
an interest in our Huntsville Police Departnent
for along time. Mainly because |'ve taught a
nunber of the officers of our Huntsville Police
Departnent. | was band director at Lee High
School where | taught Chief Conpton Owens,
Detective Dwi ght Ray Steed, attorney Pat Moore,
and -- just to nane a few And | also cane to
know Rex Reynol ds, who | ater becane police
chi ef, when he would visit the band room duri ng
t he norni ng before school.

At one tine, there were six officers on
our police departnment who were forner nenbers
of the Lee Hi gh School band. |'malso a nenber

of the Sons of Anerican Revol ution, and our
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organi zati on gi ves awards each year to
deserving officers of our police departnment,

our fire departnent, our sheriff's deputies and
the first responders for outstanding service.

| have known Chief McMurray for a nunber of
years, as he has attended our presentation
cerenoni es where we recogni ze these

di stingui shed officers.

In the recent denonstration where police
officers, sheriff's deputies, and ot her
personnel were protecting our city, the
denonstrators were given an anple opportunity
to express their views. They were given an
anpl e opportunity to disperse also. It was
evident they wanted a confrontation. They were
not satisfied with expressing their view and
then | eaving. They wanted a confrontation.
They del i berately di sobeyed the police
departnent instructions. Chief McMiurray shoul d
be comended for his handling of the situation,
his explaining the actions the next day, and
the nore detailed report to the city council a

few days | ater.
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All of this was well received by the
residents in my neighborhood and by the wvast
majority of Huntsville people that I come in
contact with. We should be thankful we have
Chief McMurray, his staff of assistants, and
Mayor Battle. I support Mayor Battle, Chief
McMurray, and the Huntsville Police Department
one hundred percent. Thank you for allowing me
this time.

MS. GUERRIERI: Thank you Mr. Baccus.
Thank you for coming. Next on our list is
Aaron Byers.

ARRON BYERS: Hello. My name is Aaron
Byers. I live --

MS. GUERRIERI: Welcome.

AARON BYERS: -- at 23 -- thank you,
ma'am. I live at ||} ' ve been
a resident of Huntsville for 29 years and
attended the protest this summer because I've
witnessed racial bias against friends of
mine -- by the Huntsville Police Department --
firsthand while I've lived here. There have

been many citizens that have addressed a number

(o ALABAMA

COURT REPORTING
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of different injustices that occurred during
the protests in June. But |I'mhere to speak
about an issue that | haven't heard get nuch
coverage, and that is HPD s use of unmanned
aerial vehicles -- or commonly referred to as
dr ones.

| attended the protest of June 1st, 3rd,
and 5th, and a nunber of snaller protests that
have occurred since then. At every protest,
have w tnessed between one and three drones
flying directly over |arge crowds during
twilight hours. And one instance, they were
flying over Sunday afternoon -- flying on
Sunday afternoon over famlies that were
picnicking in the park with no protests around.
| believe that drones provide val uable
intelligence that was actually actual, conpared
with the online runors that HPD accepted as
fact.

Wi |l e using drones, the HPD was able to
effectively identify individuals in the crowd
who possessed firearns and posed a threat to

protesters and officers alike. Because of
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this, | believe the drones are a val uabl e tool
in effective |law enforcenent activities, but
t hey should be used sparingly in order to
protect citizens' privacy in a safe manner that
is in accordance with the | aw

|"msorry. | lost nmy place. Wile using
drones, HPD was able -- |I'msorry. Because of
this -- ny bad. Little nervous. |'mnot used
to being on canera. It's disturbing to ne that
HPD is not currently operating the drones in a
safe manner that is within the bounds of the
| aw that they are charged -- themfor. Because
drones are energi ng technol ogy, the Federal
Avi ation Adm nistration tightly regul ates who
is able to fly drones during dangerous
condi tions, such as flying over crowds and
during tw light hours. The FAA Part 107 Code
clearly states that no individual, conmercial,
or civil entity, including | aw enforcenent, is
allowed to fly drones over crowds during
tw light hours wthout first obtaining what's
known as a Part 107 waiver.

In order to obtain a Part 107 wai ver,
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or gani zati ons nust undergo proper training,
provi de evidence to the FAA that their

equi pnrent i s adequate, and take a test proving
that their operators are properly trained and
understand the FAA' s rul es and regul ati ons
before they're allowed to fly during dangerous
conditions. The FAA maintains a database of
nore than 5,000 organi zations that have
obtained a Part 107 waiver. As of August 12th,
HPD, Madi son Police Departnent, and the Madi son
County Sheriff's do not possess the proper Part
107 wai ver. Therefore, every instance -- and
|'ve personally wi tnessed nore than a dozen

vi ol ati ons where HPD has illegally flown drones
over crowds and during twilight hours -- is a
violation of this law. Per the FAA' s website,
failure to register a UAV in accordance with
these rules may result in regulatory and
crimnal sanctions. The FAA may assess civil
penalties up to $32,000. Crimnal penalties

i nclude a fine of $250,000 and/or inprisonnment
of up to three years.

A dozen violations at $32,000 api ece adds
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up to approxi mately $400,000 in those fines.
This lawis not a nere technicality. It's
critically inmportant to averting potentially
life-threatening injuries. Drones are able to
fall out of the sky. Especially considering

t hese devices can weigh up to 55 pounds, and
bl ades that spin up to 8,000 rotations per

m nut e.

In conclusion, | would like to thank the
Citizens Advisory Council for allowng nme to
bring those violations to their attention and
request that HPD i nmedi ately suspend the use of
drones until they can operate themin a safe
and | awful manner. Thank you. | yield the
rest of ny tine.

M5. GUERRI ERlI: Thank you, M. Byers,
for coming. The next speaker is Ava Cal dwel | .
If you'll state your nane for us, please.

AVA CALDWELL: Yes. M nane is Ava
Cal dwel | .

M5. GUERRI ERI: Wl cone.

AVA CALDWELL: I'mgoing to talk to you

alittle bit about the June 3rd protest, which
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| attended. Thank you for letting us speak in
front of you today. And before | get into,
kind of, the protest stuff, what |'ve heard in
general from sone people who weren't at the
protest event or maybe have good rel ati onshi ps
with police officers, there seenms to be an
inability of separating you and your own
personal interactions wth people from what

ot her people may actually deal with. So

it's -- also has to do with enpathy and ability
to understand sonething that, while it doesn't
affect you personally or isn't what you' ve
experi enced, that you could al so understand
that m ght not be the experience of other
people. That is absolutely necessary to even
-- to do the job that you all are trying to do
here today. | just wanted to bring that up.

So you've all heard a | ot about what
actual |y happened at the protest events, and
then there's what Chief McMurray said after the
protests events. You know, we heard a | ot
about outside agitators, and, you know, this is

the reason they were going to take all this
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action. And they had all this intel on it.
But in the sane presentation that Chief
McMurray gave, he said that, well, we wouldn't
war n anybody ahead of tine because we were
still getting information. And Mayor Battles
spoke at the rally right before we all wal ked
up the steps. And again, he said these were
out si de people, not the sane people. He said
that nmultiple times at the NAACP rally to the
peopl e up on the square, which is absolutely
not true. And in fact, | have a video -- which
| wll submt -- where |l literally stood at the
top of the stairs as hundreds and hundreds of
peopl e wal ked by up onto the courthouse square.
So when we all wal ked up onto the square
t hat day, there were dozens of police officers
surroundi ng the courthouse, and eventually, a
row of police officers in riot gear. There
were al so sone, like, plain clothes police
officers. And |I'mnot tal king about ones that
were just mngling within the cromd. |'m
t al ki ng about standing up on the courthouse in

jeans and shirts with protective gear on, which
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| found concerning, and would |i ke the council
to look into as well. People aren't doing
anything illegal at this point. They were
yelling. They were screanm ng. Sone saying bad
words and stuff. Nothing really -- nothing
illegal. But the agitation just continued.
There was never a nonent where any police
officer or the sheriff or anybody cane to
actually try to speak to anyone in the crowd.
You know, they tal k about how they were trained
intrying to de-escal ate situations. There was
not hi ng done to de-escalate this situation.
There was yelling at people and standing in a
row arned. And this is as we wal ked up. This
wasn't |ike they got sone kind of -- you know,
sonebody was doi ng sonet hing bad and t hey
showed up. This is like, they were just
standing there like that, and | was in shock.
At the nunmber of protest events |'ve been to in
Huntsville, | have never seen anything like it.
| believe the police postured thensel ves, and
they fully intended on things going the way

they did that day. | watched the police
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officers froma distance in the street. |
didn't stand right up in front of the riot

cops. And they seened intent on dispersing
their aggression. | waited near the steps down
into the park.

As the first canisters were unl eashed on
our fellowcitizens, | wal ked down into the
park. 1t sounded terrifying, and they --
sonet hi ng went off that sounded |ike a bonb. |
have video of the sound of it as |I was standing
in the park. | just yelled out, what was that?
| saw the aftermath fromny friends, sone
people wth physical injuries, and PTSD. Even
t hough | wasn't right in the mddle of it,
felt physically sick for a couple of days
afterwards, because unless you're there and
understand what it feels -- to be surrounded
i ke that when you aren't doing anything wong,
it's hard to understand how everybody felt.

The chief added insult to injury when he
cane before the council and gave his
presentation on the investigation and proof

that he had that led to his deci sions. | think
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it's your job as the HPCAC to listen back to
Chief McMurray's presentation and conpare it to
facts and common sense. For exanple, would
someone who has done a good job investigating
ahead of tine and said they needed to take

t hose actions, would they show a picture of a

| ocal citizen who wasn't even at the protest,
clainms he's ANTIFA, and then say that is one of
t he reasons that police unleashed on citizens?
| would personally be fired fromny job if |
made such outlandish and foolish clainms. It is
nore likely the police chief nade horrible
decisions that night, and then after the fact,
canme back and tried to justify his actions.

And what's sad is that this is the best that he
coul d do.

My contention is that the police chief set

up -- set this up to be a nessage to
protesters. You will not be tolerated. Your
views aren't ours. W wll stand and protect

this building and this racist nonunent. W
won't even attenpt to walk in the crowd and

talk with you to try to diffuse the situation
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and understand anything about why you're even
here. We are not with you. We aren't here to
protect you. We are against you. Thank you.

MS. GUERRIERI: Ma'am, your time is up.
Thank you for coming. Our next speaker is
Blake Enfinger. If you'll state your name,
please.

BLAKE ENFINGER: Yes, ma'am. Hey.
Blake Enfinger. ||} ]G -

MS. GUERRIERI: Welcome.

BLAKE ENFINGER: Yeah. So I'll start in
just a minute. Before I did, I kind of wanted
to ask a question -- which a lot of it comes
down to, I don't really understand why the CEAC
even needs any kind of video submitted. Seems
in a lot of ways, like a responsible check for
police brutality should just be to look at the
body camera footage and go through and find all
the officers who brutalized their citizens in a
lot of ways. We should be handing out
reprimands in a lot of way, and for McMurray,
that includes him as well.

But the next kind of question is: How do

(o ALABAMA

COURT REPORTING
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| know that brutality occurred? WIlIl, there's
pl enty of evidence out there, and videos.
There's plenty on Facebook. Heck, our | ocal
news got maced in all of the, you know,

i ndi scrimnate violence going on. So outside
of that, why are we not really pushing for a
process to take a good | ook through and review
each and every individual officer and their
actions that day to go through and see who
acted responsi bly and who acted
irresponsibility? That's one way to cl ean out
sone bad appl es.

Qutside of that, | also know all this
because | was there that night. | was out --
you can check with drone that foll owed nme on
down Spragins Street at 8:15 that night.
Spragi ns Street was abandoned. It followed ne
on out to nmy car. At a time where governnent al
trust is kind of fracturing, | find that a
little bit disturbing.

But that's a personal annoyance. |'m here
to tal k about sone grievances that | have. So

"Il start with nmy top three grievances. So




© 0 N oo o s~ w NP

[EEN
o

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

the first one is the picture of a teen that you
see wth -- a calf with a rubber bull et

rupture. Wiy has that not been addressed?

What about the citizens reporting to the ER
with, you know, little dislodged rubber bullets
and the next one to then? CQutside of that,

what about all the panic attacks, asthma, other
things that we saw out there? | had to treat
sone asthna patients. | left ny pack behind
with sone nedi cs because, yeah, police were
clearly going wild, and I wasn't trying to get
arrested that night.

But I'mnostly just trying to give context
in case anybody thinks that |I'm being
hysterical in a |ot of ways, because those are
real damages and real incidents and
nmedi cal | y-defined harns applied to our citizens
that day -- as far as asthma attacks, panic
attacks, enotional distress. And | think that
everybody in our city should be taking that
seriously.

Let's nove on to nunber four. Wy are we

the only city in Alabama that saw this type of




© 0 N oo o s~ w NP

=
o

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

crowd dispersal? It's pretty self-explanatory.
O course, when faced with crowds in the
street, they were chanting, | don't see a riot
here. Wy are you in riot gear? Qur police
of ficers put us down using rubber bullets and
tear gas. Florence didn't. Hoover didn't use
rubber bullets or tear gas. Birm nghamdidn't
use rubber bullets or tear gas. Montgonery
didn't use rubber bullets or tear gas. Mbile
didn't use rubber bullets or tear gas. Wy is
Huntsville, the star of Alabama, the only city
in Alabama to use rubber bullets and tear gas
in the dispersal of their citizens?

Five, McMurray's |lies and inconpetence.
So let's do a basic logic test. Take a man,
take a gun, and take hi m having bad intentions.
You're charged to keep the police, and you spot
himin a cromd of protesters. |If he does have
the bad intentions that you are assum ng t hat
he has, the prine nonent for himto act on
t hose bad intentions are a nonent of sheer
chaos where you' ve got peopl e noving

everywhere. You can't track any individual in
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the crowd, and you've got tear gas providing
mass snoke screens for everybody, and everybody
is just bailing out. | honestly can't believe
the | evel of conplete irresponsibility to use
that as a justification to disperse a crowd.
Either he's lying, or it is conplete negligence
and irresponsibility fromour officers. And
McMurray has not faced a single reprimnd or
had any kind of, you know, thing, other than
he's doing a good job told to him

So | say all that not to necessarily -- |
don't own a gun, as a disclainer. | am nothing
but peaceful. |1'ma pharmacist, for God's
sake. But | do have to point out an instance.
| guess we can take away a slight silver lining
fromthe incident of, our people were -- you
know, a | ot nore people that our police showed
-- and | just thank God that the people that we
saw in the crowd with the guns didn't have the
sane violent intentions that our police
departnent displayed that night.

So I'll end by saying, you know --

recounting nmy grievances real quick. [|I'm
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pretty tired of seeing unaddressed i mages of
rupture wounds. |I'mpretty tired of seeing
unaddr essed i mages of bullet plugs being pulled
out of people. I'mtired of all of our
citizens who are attacked, being treated Iike
they were rioters and thugs out there trying to
di srupt our community. | was out there. |[|'m
sorry if that jacket made ne | ook intimdating.
| don't think that | normally do, but whatever
y'all want to draw fromthat. But --

M5. GUERRIERI: M. Enfinger, your tine

IS up.

BLAKE ENFI NGER: Al right.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Thank you for com ng
t oni ght .

BLAKE ENFI NGER. Fire McMurray. Thank
you.

MS. GUERRIERI: M. Josh Roberts? Let's
go back through the list. D ana |Ison?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Di ana i s not
com ng.

M5. GUERRIERI: W don't have any nore

on the list that haven't spoken, do we?
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Counci | ?

MR LOVE: Boggs?

M5. GUERRIERI: Ckay. Hold on.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | signed up at
t he door.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Oh, okay.

(I naudi bl e speaking in crowd.)

MR. SHARMAN. W have G || nore,
Ms. Boggs?

M5. GUERRIERI: D d you sign up for --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Can | sign up for
one of the extra slots?

MR. SHARMAN:. Probably. Let's try to
get these folks.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: It's really
short, actually.

MR. SHARMAN:  You want to cal
M. GIllnore?

M5. GUERRI ERI: Yes.

DEAN G LLMORE: Hel | o.

M5. GUERRIERI: State your nane, please,
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and woul d you m nd spelling your |ast nanme for
the court reporter?

DEAN G LLMORE: M nane is Dean
Gllnmore, DE-A-N, GI-L-L-MORE.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Wl cone.

DEAN G LLMORE: So | would like to talk
about the Police Advisory Council. It's nade
up of ten nenbers, five of which are appointed
by the police and the mayor. | do not -- | am
very glad that we have a Police Ctizens
Advi sory Council -- that we have a structure to
essentially provide oversight and connecti on
bet ween the community and the police force. |
think it is structured in a way that nakes it
ill-fitted to that purpose. | believe that it
is sonmething that should be built upon -- and
| " ve expressed this at the city council
neetings as well. But what we need to build in
Huntsville, and all across the nation -- let's
start right here with what we have -- what you
have had sone power over is, building a system
that allows for the accountability of |aw

enforcenent to the people and to el ected
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officials in a nore direct manner than exists
right now. Because it took -- it took many,
many city council neetings. |t took many, many
protests to even get this neeting set up where
now -- it's clear now that you are actively,
finally seeking the input of the community.

| want to -- | want to appl aud the good
while still saying, there's a larger problemin
that the neasures that you are taking are not
sufficient in and of thenselves or a reason to
pat yourself on the back and be done. Because
inevitably, there will cone a tinme when
police -- law enforcenent reformis not in the
center of the national consciousness, and we
need to build a structure right now while
there's the energy, while there's all of these
i npassi oned peopl e here speaking to you. To
use this enmergency and nonmentumto build a
structure that will last and that will actually
serve the purpose of building a trust between
the community and the police.

That trust was shattered. It was --

think it was in ill-health before, but it was
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shattered when they used tear gas and chem cal
di sbursenments and rubber bullets on peacefully
protesting citizens. And it was further
stonped on when the Police Chief McMirray said
that he was preenptively using force because he
didn't want to see what woul d happen when the
sun went down because he was afraid, based on
runors fromthe internet and cl ai m ng that
there is this shadow organi zation called --
that -- that was bussing people in, which was
patently fal se, and putting pictures of
citizens that had -- that were not even at the
protest and claimng that they were influencing
and pronoting violence. The trust is not in
the good way. And in order to build it up --
this -- this could -- this neeting could be the
seed of starting the |ong arduous process of
building that trust, and | inplore all of you
to take the responsibility that's been laid
upon you and earnestly try to nmake Huntsville,
Al abama, a little bit better, because we have a
long way to go. So | think that's -- | think

that's what | wanted to say.




© 0 N oo o s~ w NP

[EEN
o

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

Pl ease, please, please do not waste the
opportunity. There are those of us that have
grown up and been privil eged and have every
reason to believe that you are trying to nmake
things better. Please don't keep failing us.
Pl ease keep taking steps and be proud of the
steps and be nore than just a negaphone for the
soci al nedia posts of the police departnent. |
have to believe that sonewhere in this country,
t hi ngs can be done right. Things can be done
better. And | want you guys to nmake sure that
that's here.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Thank you for com ng
t oni ght .
DEAN G LLMORE: Thank you.
M5. GUERRIERI: Did we hear from Becky

Boggs?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  She is unable to
attend.

M5. GUERRIERI: Ckay. |I'Il cross her
off. And --

MR. LITTLE: Roberts?

M5. GUERRIERI: W're still |ooking for
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Diana Isom |s she not com ng?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: She is unable to
attend.

M5. GUERRIERI: Unable to attend. Ckay.
Just make sure |'m not m ssing anyone here.

MR. LITTLE: Josh Roberts? M. Roberts?

M5. GUERRIERI: Yeah. Josh Roberts?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: He's not in here.

M5. GUERRIERI: GCkay. |Is he waiting
outside? Do you know?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | didn't see him
t oday.

M5. GUERRIERI: |s there anyone in the
roomthat signed up to speak that has not
spoken yet? Ckay. Council, could |I have a

nonent, pl ease?

(At which time, a conversation was held
outside the presence of the audi ence and

the court reporter.)

M5. GUERRIERI: Ckay. Since everyone is

here -- and I'"'msure there are a | ot of people
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that have nore to say. W will go through
again and all ow everyone five mnutes to say --
speak additional testinony. W're going to
start with Ms. Burkhol der.

RI TA BURKHOLDER:  Thank you.

M5. GUERRIERI: | will interject one
thing. When you cone up to the m crophone --
if you'll just raise your hand if you want to
speak again. But when you conme to the
m cr ophone, be sure to speak your nane clearly
and spell your last nanme for the court reporter
because we're kind of -- there's no paper here.
Ckay? | appreciate it.

RI TA BURKHOLDER: Thank you, Speaker.
My nane is Rita Maya Burkhol der.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Wl cone.

RI TA BURKHOLDER: Thank you. Thank you
very nmuch for allowi ng us the additional tine.
|"mgreatly appreciative of that. | guess
there are a fewthings that I'd like to say
that are touching on different points. On --
the reason that | went to the protest on the

3rd was, | went down on the 1st to the protest
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that was there to kind of see what was goi ng
on. | typically avoid protests because | feel
they're ineffectual because they're outside of
busi ness hours and just oftentines feels like a
bunch of people preaching to the choir. But in
this event, | felt conpelled to go. Wen I
went, | went sinply to docunent, take

phot ographs, and just kind of pay attention to
the tenperature of what was going on -- having
seen viol ent push-back throughout the rest of

the country in larger cities.

Wile | was there, the tear gas -- the
protest ended. | caught tear gas in the face.
It was quite unconfortable. | was kind of in

shock and disbelief that it had happened here,
as a matter of fact. Especially because the
protest was rather lowkey. It was shocking to
me to kind of turn and see riot police show ng
up. |t was confusing, disorienting. | didn't
under stand how this physical show of force that
was about to happen seened logical in light of
people sinply raising their voices and yel ling.

| paid special attention to | ook around.




© 0 N oo o s~ w NP

=
o

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

Everyone was on the sidewal ks. No one was in
the streets. So | didn't really understand why
this show of force.

After the event, | went hone. | cried a
whol e bunch, obviously, and i medi ately sl ept
for about five hours. Wen | woke up,
literately thought | mght have dreant it. It
was that surreal of an event to ne. Tuesday, |
went to work. | spoke to ny coworkers about
it. | work at the Kaffeeklatsch. They were
shocked. Everyone that | spoke to about it was
kind of shocked. | went back on Wednesday with
the intent to photograph. | was ill-prepared.
| only had ny cell phone, not a full battery.
When | was there though, | nmade a point to
phot ograph | aw enforcenent. | nmade a point to
circle the courthouse before the NAACP rally.
Not hing really | ooked out of place, other than
a mllion police officers on the courthouse
steps and the square. It was shocking to ne
t he nunber of | aw enforcement that were out,
especially since it was an NAACP rally. And I

t hough, certainly they're not going to attack
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the rally.

As | went down Fountain Crcle, | saw
multiple, multiple HPD in the parking garage,
kind of staging for an event there. And as |
went into the park, | told people, hey, don't
go up Fountain Circle. They're staging an
event. They're in riot gear. Just go hone, or
if you go up there, let's all keep our heads.
And as everybody went up, they pretty nuch kept
their heads. | nean, yelling and scream ng,
but that's not a threat of violence. So | was
really shocked at the reaction.

What | did view, once | got up to the
square after the rally, was photograph | aw
enforcenment. And | wal ked around phot ogr aphi ng
and filmng | aw enforcenent. And when ny
battery was needing a rest, | just listened and
overheard comrentary. | heard all kinds of
things |like, they don't even know what's com ng
for them They're not going to know what to do
when we hit them They have no i dea how hard
we're going to hit them | saw grown nen

| aughi ng, smling, making eye contact with ne.
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Li ke, we're watching you. | have video that
"Il submt to you, of a sheriff giving ne the,
we' re watching you, and corralling another
of ficer over. You see her? Yeah, | see her.
Hey, you see her? Yeah, | see her. You got
her? W're comng fromyou, he says to ne.
Couldn't pick it up on audi o because of the
crowd behind me. But this is intimdation.
I"mjust a citizen with a cell phone with eyes
on | aw enforcenent.

It was really unnerving how casual they
were, how cavalier they were. It really
rem nded nme of nmy 16-year-old son playing video
ganes, shoot-emups with his friends. It's
really scary that these people that are paid
protect us were just kind of out to get us from
t he beginning. And when | say us, | don't nean
us as a group. We were a collective of
i ndi vidual citizens. | have a lot nore to say,
but what | wll tell you is, there was no
ANTI FA presence here. ANTIFA, as in the
nonmencl ature that has cone to terns |ike

rabbl e-rousers, rioters, thugs, people that
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have no value in society. GCkay? That's what

it's beconme synonynous with. But |'m an

anarchist, so |l vote in all elections. | have
since | was 18. | don't identify as an
anar chi st through social politics. It's just

sonething that | subscribe to as a | abor
nmovenent. And if Chief McMurray really, really
found an anarchist, | would ve been the first
one that he woul d' ve found.

What | can tell you about us as anarchists
is, the mgjority of us are pacifists. W're
there to help. W're there to docunent. W
and there not to incite. W are not for
violence. W're anti-violence. So it's
shocking to ne, first of all, that he didn't
find nme because |'ve always identified as one.
And if he wanted to -- if he actually had proof
of ANTI FA or anarchi sts novenents and al
what soever -- this is what | found wong with
his commentary -- he didn't use any of the
term nol ogy that anarchists use. He never
mentioned the words "black bloc," "direct

action."™ He never said, we found, "no God, no
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masters.” And any person that uses an anarchy
synbol is not an anarchi st because we don't
wear outward identifiers or markers as
anarchists, and we don't get together and

or gani ze.

We pride ourselves in being individuals
that follow a | abor novenent phil osophy. W
refuse to organi ze. W refuse to becone a
group. W do not behave in that way. So there
were anarchists at both protests. | was there.
| saw one other, and he's also locally -- and
we' re both conpl ete vegan, pacifists, work our
butts off 40 hours a week. So if any of you
have questions about how anarchi sts operate or
t he anarchi st novenent, |'mnore than happy to
talk to you about it. But anarchists' presence
in an insignatory fashion was not here. And
t here has not been any ki nd of anarchi st
actions south of the Mason D xon or east of the
M ssi ssippi, really, ever that | know about
historically -- except for the 1800s during the
| abor novenents.

So it's really infuriating that Chief
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McMurray literally didn't know what he was

tal king about. He literally did not know what
he was tal king about. He just went for the
rhetoric and Facebook posts. And there are

| ots of people out there that say, oh, |'man
anarchi st or whatever. He held this orange
poster that was obviously nade by a teenage kid
t hat doesn't understand what anarchy is and

said, anarchists were here. W woul d never

identify with an anarchy synbol. It's
juvenile. It doesn't represent us. |It's not
what we do.

So | say all of that at fear of great risk
to nmyself locally because | am scared that,
t hrough this kind of comrentary, that he'll
come for ne. It's very terrifying. And |'m
al ready suffering fromsynptons because of his
police actions and cops touching you. There
was a | ot of touching on the 1st and 3rd by
cops. You need to | eave, touching ny shoul der,
touchi ng ny back, touching the small of the
back. Police officers should not be touching

ever in any capacity unl ess soneone is being
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detai ned or arrested, ever. So that has |eft
me wth post-traumatic stress disorder. |
guess you can hear ny voi ce shake because |'m
terrified. |'mscared driving ny car. |'m
scared that at any point, sonebody's going to
conme to nmy house and try to arrest nme for
sonething that | have a Constitutional right to
be according to the State of Al abam
Constitution and the United States
Constitution -- specifically protects

anarchi sts. Thank you for your tine.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Thank you for com ng.
Do we have anyone else in the roomthat would
like to have additional tine?

PAI GE MARTIN:  Yes.

M5. GUERRIERI: If you'll state your
name and spell your last name for the
transcri ptionist.

PAIGE MARTIN. It's Paige Martin,
MA-RT-1-N

M5. GUERRI ERI: Wl cone agai n,

Ms. Martin.

PAIGE MARTIN. | was just wanting to
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finish up because | just had a little bit nore
to say about the guy that got hit in

Portl and -- about the rubber bullets. And this
is a picture of himrecovering, and he just had
to go back in the hospital -- | read this

today -- because he has cerebral |eakage in his
brain. So these things are really lethal. |
wanted to say that and just finish up and | et
you know that all of our demands as

protesters -- we've been working really hard as
a community to try to cone up with ideas that
will help us in the future. And like this
gentl eman right here said so eloquently, it's
i ke, we have to work as a community to try to
heal and try to cone together and be unified
agai n because we used to feel like unity.
There's a lot of unity consciousness in
Huntsville, and we really want to pronote that
here. | nmean, | know | do. That's been part

of nmy life history is to try to be unified with
all people of all races, of all diversities,
LA&BTQ everything. And |I've always thought of

Huntsville as a place like that. So | hope we
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can actually create that here.

So that's what | was saying is that we --
our demands have been set forth by the Ctizens
Coalition for Crimnal Justice Reform That's
CCCIR on Facebook, and you can | ook at all of
that information on there. And al so, Angela
Curry is working really hard with you guys, |
believe, and with the nmayor and everybody. So
we're really -- you know, we're reasonable
peopl e, and we want a good community. |'ve
been here since 1987 and so, you know, [|'ve
tried to nmake it hone here. But also, we need
to think about the makeup of your panel, and we
need to see if we can't nake it into sonething
with alittle nore teeth. Because it's our
under standi ng that the nmayor chose two of you,
| believe, and that the chief of police chose
three of you. So five -- half of you are
chosen by the police chief and the mayor. So |
personally would like to see a very objective
panel with very good teeth.

There are lots of cities in the nation

t hat have panels that actually oversee, you
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know, m sconduct of the police and actually

are -- they can fire people and get rid of
peopl e, and we need that here. W' re grow ng
into such a large city and, you know, we're
growing the police departnment. And we're
bringing the FBI in, and we're growing all this
into a big huge agency. And it's a little
frightening to all of us, honestly. And sone
of us are really up in arnms about that a little
bit. But we do feel like, you know, it's
unacceptable to be friends wth the people that
you're -- that you're reviewing. | personally
am ashaned of nyself for not being nore
involved in local politics. | only got

i nvol ved about ten years ago, and | haven't
been able to be as participatory as I'd like to
be. So I'mgoing to encourage every citizen to
try to stay inforned about all of our

| eadership. W need strong deterrents, as |
said. Mdison Cty needs to follow suit
because of crinmes such as the nurder of Dana
Fletcher. W're really trying to get that

settled for that famly because they have not
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seen police cam and they have not seen the
contents of the 911 call for why he was -- you
know, why the police was called on him And
we're working really hard. And we hope you
guys wi ||l support Madi son and the Fl etcher
famly in that regard as well.

So to the public, | would Iike to say, for
every elected official, such as the mayor and
the council -- city council, please vote on
August 25th for new | eadership. That's it.
And | appreciate you guys.

MS. GUERRI ERI: You're wel cone,

Ms. Martin. Thank you. | think -- did soneone
el se have -- | think this gentleman right
here -- this gentleman right here had his hand

up first. AmIl right? You work it out between
the two of you.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  All right. You
go.

M5. GUERRIERI: Ckay. And would you
spell your last nane for the court reporter?

CHAD CHAVEZ: Yeah. |'m Chad Chavez.

Last nane is, CGH A V-E-Z
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M5. GUERRI ERI: Wl cone agai n,
M. Chavez.

CHAD CHAVEZ: Thank you again. So |
just wanted to take another mnute here to
speak to you about the tineline that led up to
the protest. Heard a couple of people talk
about how they felt |ike we were trapped
essentially on the square by the police, and
that they really cane ready to inflict the
vi ol ence that they did know ng that there would
be confusion. And really because we heard from
someone this evening that said that they
t hought we got our chance to speak, and | don't
think that the tineline actually shows that.
After the 6/1 chem cal agents were used to
di sperse protesters, McMirray gave an interview
to the press saying that there woul d be anot her
protest if people felt the need to continue to
express their concerns. They could cone 5:00
to 8:00 on 6/3. He said that to the nedia.

The norning of the protest, Mdison Sheriff's
O fice gave an interview saying there will be a

protest tonight fromb5:00 to 8:00. And again,
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that's why they were cl osing down the
courthouse. They were going to make a safe
envi ronnment for everyone to practice that. |

t ook screenshots, and I will provide these to
you guys through the portal that we appreciate
you guys putting together. But | took
screenshots that, right around 3: 00, the NAACP
had to update -- what the timng for their
event would be. They changed it from5:00 to
8: 00 whi ch had been planned the entire week.
They changed it two hours before the event from

5:00 to 6:30, and that's where a | ot of the

confusion -- with what the event was supposed
to be, where we were allowed to be -- cane
from

It's hard to conmuni cate that when you
change it at the last mnute, and that change
canme through Chief McMurray. He said that
during his -- during his presentation. Wen
peopl e were at the NAACP event, we thought that
we were allowed to go up onto the square
because they had bl ocked it off per the

original permt, per the original plan. The
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entire thing had been bl ocked off. There was
no traffic we were bl ocking because they had

al ready bl ocked the roads. The orders to

di sperse cane well| before that original 8:00
time that everyone thought that they were
allowed. And | don't think that it was a

coi nci dence that they specifically used that
force before the 8:00 mark. The calls to

di sperse cane, but we saw vi deo of Chief
McMurray using an LRAD to di sperse people, but
not to communicate to them He conmmuni cated by
a handhel d bull horn. Dd not use the

magni fication technol ogy avail able to the LRAD
to tell people to disperse.

So these people thought that they --
because the police don't |ike what we have to
say, they were kicking us out ahead of the tine
t hat we had been planning on for the entire
time. And that's where a | ot of these concerns
about Chief McMurray using his power to tranple
the rights of our 1st Amendnent cone from And
then for himto cone in here -- and again, |'ve

got screenshots of the sanme tweets that
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everyone has tal ked about himusing to inply
t hi ngs about people that aren't true to risk
our standing in the community, our jobs,
because we dared to speak out agai nst police
vi ol ence.

| think that if they had given us until
8:00 like we were originally told -- | don't
t hi nk that people cane | ooking for a fight.
He's right that that first protest was
peaceful. He's wong that it was a different
group on the square. It wasn't. None of the
peopl e that he clainmed he saw com ng in through
soci al nedia or technol ogy ever appeared.
| nstead of posting up police officers at these
cars that he clains that they saw in the square
that cane fromother states -- they could have
had officers sitting there waiting to arrest
peopl e that they clained were organi zi ng
violence. Instead, they all lined up to
brutalize our citizens -- the citizens you guys
represent. That's not proactive policing.
That's -- their only interest was proactive

viol ence and they said that. They were not
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worried about -- they were nore worried about

t he defensive capabilities of a set of goggl es
and not the supposed act of violence and
property damage that was com ng. And yeah, |
just think it's inmportant to establish that
tinmeline and how the police actions led to the
confusion that then gave themthe green card to
do -- commt these acts of violence. And
again, | will be nore than happy to provide,
any of you individually, screenshots. |'l|

al so upload those to the portal because | think
it's inportant to recognize the failures in
conmuni cati on.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Thank you. Thank you

for that, M. Chavez. |s there anyone el se who
Wi shes to speak? GCkay. |If you could state
your nane and spell it for the court reporter,
pl ease.

LEE ELLENBURG. Lee El | enburg,
E-L-L-E-NB-U- R G

M5. GUERRI ERI: Wl cone.

LEE ELLENBURG  Thank you agai n for

allowng ne to cone back. | just kind of
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wanted to pick up to ny -- | know this has been
said a lot, but I just want another voice to
say, you know, what | experienced personally.
Once | cane back into the protest crowd, | was
on the south side of the square. Just |ike
what | heard froma lot -- there was a | ot

of -- | guess now | know Madi son County police
officers in plain clothes with, you know,

bul | et proof vests on and shotguns and -- very
much intimdating. And | can verify the al

| ooks and the -- we're here. | nean, it was --

it was very evident. Anyone who was there, if

you didn't -- | nean, it was -- it was very
evident. | -- 1 think it's really inportant
that -- you know, to nention that the tine was

changed, and it was changed by the police.

That is who nade the change fromthe 8:00 to

t he, you know, 6:30, 5:30 -- whatever the
actual tine ended up being. And so | was
there, and | -- at one point -- ny friend was
with ne, and we were getting a bit nervous just
because you could hear the tension. | never

once heard the bullhorn say it was tine to
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| eave. But | nean, you didn't have to hear the
bul  horn to know that things were, kind of, you
know, getting a bit dicey. | don't know what
time it was that it was getting dark. |
decided -- well, ny friend decided to start --
to maybe try to make our way back over. At
that point, the riot police, essentially -- |
guess it was right in front of Geen -- | don't
know t he nane of the street there. | forget.
But anyway, right in front of Commerce Kitchen
lined up. W tried to go out. They said no.
Go this way.

| | ooked up, and | ooked at one of the
officers, and they said, yeah, yeah. o that
way. That's exactly what he told nme. R ght
into -- so what did we do? W kind of just
went back to the crowd, and at that point, we
started getting, you know -- | don't know if it
was the gas or the snoke or whatever, but it
was | oud bangs. And it was very disruptive,
and so we -- | managed to -- and at this point,
| had not seen any -- anything. | think at one

point, there were people in the street, but the
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cromd -- |ike, everybody cone back on the
street -- come back into the street. So we --
you know, | think we for the nost part, nost
peopl e were on the sidewal k, and maybe one or

two people in the street here and there. But

it wasn't -- and then as | was circling, trying
to escape fromthe tear gas, | did see -- | did
see -- | think | saw two water bottles thrown

fromthe protesters. One hit a barricade in
front of the courthouse, and | think one was

thrown at the state troopers that then

barri caded through the mddle of -- of the
protest. That was to break us up, | guess.
And that's literally -- | was trying to be
pretty vigilant, and that's all | saw.

At that point, | started nmaking nmy way, ny
friend and 1. You'll see ne in the videos too.

| had nmy bike, which was a terrible idea. And
| saw a Huntsville police officer get out of
his car, a large canister of tear gas, and
nonchal antly spraying it all over. R ght?
This is when people were starting to break up,

and this is before they reconvened and went
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down into the park. Very just -- | nean, just
nonchal antly. Like (denonstrating). And it
was -- and that's probably where that sign
was -- was sprayed, and that's where the news
nmedi a was sprayed. And, you know, it's very

obvi ous on vi deo.

And so at that point, | decided to | eave,
and ny friend and I -- | was wal king down. And
at this point, I'"'mon the north side of the
square. And a tear gas canister -- well,
actually, | take that back. M friend -- one
of the police officers on -- on the
courthouse -- | wouldn't say aggressively

provoked, but said, why are you doing this?
Didn'"t nove. W were still wal king. He said,
why are you doing this? As we kept wal ki ng by,
a tear gas canister was shot, and | guarantee
it mssed his head just barely and | anded ri ght

in front of us as we were wal king out. Like,

this is well past the area of the -- you know,
where -- we were | eaving.
Sol do -- sol -- 1 --it's very

difficult. | understand and | -- you know,
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like, I didn't see all these police officers --
you know, | didn't have themin band. But I
saw themthere that night, and it's -- and |
don't believe that all police officers are
terrible. But | sawthat. And | saw what they
were | ooking for, and it was aggressive and it
was not -- it was not appropriate. And | fully
believe that that was what caused it. | nean,
again, there's been protest after protest after
protest. Only those two ended that way. Thank
you.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Thank you for your
comments. \Wo is next to speak?

AVA CALDVELL: Ava Cal dwel |,
CGAL-DWE-L-L.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Thank you.

AVA CALDWELL: Hello. | just wanted to
bring up, you know, Police Chief McMurray was
in charge, is ny understanding of his event.
It's in his city. He brought in the sheriff
and sone others. But he should be fully
responsi bl e for what happens in his city. Now,

the Sheriff's Ofice has said, oh, yeah, we'll
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cone before the comm ssion and maybe provide
sonme information. And the chief has said, oh,
we can't answer for them Yeah, he can answer
for them He invited themover onto the square
to help him and, yes, he should be answering
for what they did. And | believe part of your
i nvestigation absolutely should be what the
Sheriff's Ofice did as he let themin. Wat
was the communication? What did he tell then?
What purpose were they supposed to serve that
day? Fromevery accounting, it was a very
aggressi ve posture by everybody there. It's
like they were all told ahead of tinme to --
that there was -- that this was inmmnent. Like
they were going to end up attacking their
citizens. So | think while you do -- you're
| ooking at the HPD. They're the ones who
called in the Sheriff's Ofice and what not.
He's responsible. He's supposed to be the
| eader of the police in this city.

| also want to bring up the fact that the
police chief in the news said he wasn't going

to provide an accounting of weapons and
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anmuni ti on that were used against the citizens
t hat day because it woul d provide sone kind of
secrets. Well, you know, they left spent

cani sters all over the ground that were

obvi ously picked up, so it couldn't have been
that secretive. You all need that information
to even conplete your job. | nean, because
it's obviously rel evant how nmany cani sters, how
many rubber bullets, et cetera, that were fired
at people. Like, if they were trying to maybe
just | ook at one specific person because they

t hought that person was trying to do sone harm
that's one thing. But, you know, firing
hundreds of rubber bullets mght nmean sonet hi ng
else. So the fact that he said he won't
provide that information makes nme question how
good of a job y'all are going to be able to do
wi t hout the given information.

In regards to the body cam footage, how do
you know you're getting all the body cam
footage? How do you know that you're getting
all the police officers -- that were there that

day -- body canera footage? Are they giving
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you the full video? Are they giving you only
part? How nmuch control do you actually have
over that? Because we can tell he picked and
choosed the information that he provided during
his little presentation -- considering we have
plenty of video that's out there in the public
showi ng sone pretty egregi ous things done by
the officers. So |I'mvery concerned that,
really, he has full control over the

i nformati on and how nmuch you all are going to
push back on that and say, how do we prove
this, do you have an accounting of every single
officer that was there -- at least HPD. Do you
have an accounting what they fired? What
weapons they had? Wat was their protocol ?
What were they told ahead of the event? Al of
this is very inportant information. And if you
all can't get that information fromhim then
the whole -- it's a nobot point. You cannot
performa revi ew unl ess you know you have the
full body of the information fromthe other
side. You have people here doing their best to

provide their view of what happened when t hey
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were there, their perspective. W're all out
in the public. Everything they're doing with
you guys i s behind cl osed doors.

So I'mgoing to want to hear fromthe
Citizens Advisory Council also as you go
through this, yes, we requested this
information and it was provided. |[|f they
refuse to provide you information, we want to
know that. Because we're not going to trust
what ever the review response or your end report
isif we don't know that you actually got al
the information that's needed to do the review
That's part of trusting you and then al so trust
in the police that needs to be rebuilt.

If you find a police officer acted
unlawful |y or inappropriately, what happens?
Are you're providing that information to the
police chief, their nane, et cetera? How are
we going to know, as citizens, that there was
actual ly any kind of actions taken agai nst that
person? Wre they fired? Especially if they
were found to do sonething unl awful where

sonebody is spraying with -- just randomy
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sprayi ng pepper spray, shooting things right
next to people's heads, shooting in ways that
it says -- and hopefully you'll review those
di fferent weapons and how far they should
actually be fired. How are we going to know
that justice is actually going to be done after
your review? Ckay.

| really, really appreciate the tine that
so many of you are putting into this, but we're
tal king about a nultiagency, mlitaristic-Iike
actions that took place on the citizens of this
city wwth dozens -- maybe a hundred peopl e
involved. And with people with day jobs that
are responsible for this that maybe don't have
any background in police investigations and how
they interact wwth each other. So I'mvery
concerned that we put a very nmjor task on a
review comrittee because the police do not
actually want to have to deal with it. So |
need to hear -- we need to hear from you that
you are actually going to get everything you
need fromthe police, and we will do everything

on our part as citizens to provide you our
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perspectives. And | appreciate your tine.
M5. GUERRI ERI: Thank you for com ng.
UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Josh Roberts is

her e.

M5. GUERRIERI: OCh, okay. This is
M. Robert's first tinme speaking. 1'Il get to
you after him Ckay? |If you'll state your

nanme, pl ease.

JOSHUA ROBERTS: MWy nane is Joshua
Roberts.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Wl cone.

JOSHUA ROBERTS: All right. You m ght
recall someone wearing this mask fromthe
f oot age you have reviewed. That soneone is ne.
| bought this as a prop for a photo shoot that
took place in January, and never in a mllion
years would | have guessed it woul d be needed
just to breathe in downtown Huntsville. So
what exactly happened on June 1st? | arrived
downt own without a mask. | then joined the
group in Big Spring Park for several beautiful
speeches and calls to action. After this, the

crowmd wanted to march. W nmarched -- we want ed
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all of downtown Huntsville to know that bl ack
lives matter. W marched not in the nanme of
rioting, not in the nane of looting, but in the
nane of justice. So we |left the speeches in

t he park, marched around downt own nonviol ently
calling for justice and reform The group
becane stagnant coincidentally in front of the
Conf ederat e nonunent and was about to
peaceful |y di sperse of its own accord when a
heavily fortified police presence drew our
attention. W once began chanting for reform
and justice. W first calmy asked officers to
take a knee in a show of solidarity -- a show
of understanding that they won't accept corrupt
orders, and that they were able to think and
act independently if need be. W had our hopes
up, too. We really did. W thought, this is
Huntsville. W're the progressive city in

Al abama; right? That hope soon faded and our
cal m deneanor becane nore agitated once that
dreamdied. And while agitated, we renai ned
peaceful. Nothing was thrown. No one

attacked. Shortly after this, we were
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corralled like cattle into a snmall square.
There's body cam footage of ne pleading with
officers to do the right thing. Spoiler alert,
t hey did not.

They deci ded that the 1st Anendnent had a
curfew, and they began gassing us after an
initial warning shot. | watched in horror as
Huntsville turned i nto Hong Kong before ny
eyes. | watched as people half the size of
their attackers were knocked down and tranpl ed
on. | watched as the sense of the state notto,
"We dare defend our rights," evaporated into
thin air.

June 3rd. | arrived at Big Spring Park
with a mask in ny backpack this time. Also in
ny backpack was a first-aid kit, mlk, and
water. Mark McMurray call ed these preparations
for conbat, on record. | called it a surviva
tool for those interested in exercising their
1st Anmendnent rights in Huntsville, Al abama.
The first night, we had speeches and noved
strai ght on marching around the courthouse.

However, nore people were with us as they had
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heard of the injustices that took place two
days prior. Peaceful protesters once again
stagnhated at the Confederate nonunent, and the
police presence was still there. However,
increased. Wiat's odd about June 3rd is the
crowd was even -- on even better behavior, yet
was net with the nultiagency brutality that
i kely hasn't been seen here since the Gvil
Rights era. Wll, the old Gvil R ghts era
anyway; not the current one.

We stood a stagnant in a quasi-line facing
t he courthouse steps when a riot squad |ined up
on our right flank. The attention then shifted
to said flank. W lined up echoing chants of
police reformand calls for justice. The crowd
kept its distance from police, never getting in
their faces. |Individuals rarely even crossed
the halfway |ine of a two-way street that was
separating police fromprotesters.

We continued chanting. Sonmewhere in
between, a single -- sonewhere in between, a
single water bottle was tossed at officers in

total riot gear. The crowd quickly noved to
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quell any further actions of such nature. A
while after the police started -- a while after
the police began talking to the crowd through a
nmegaphone, though nost of us could not hear it.
Shortly after this, the riot officers began
donning their gas nmasks. State troopers
arrived, and the crowd | et themthrough with no
hang-ups. It was immediately after this that
police began firing cannisters and rubber
rounds indiscrimnately into the cromd. As |
W t nessed snoke tol e physically handi capped
peopl e, children, and dogs in the crowd, |
di stanced a gas canister fromboth the crowd
and approaching police. M punishnent for this
was two rubber rounds. One |anded |ess than a
foot fromny groin, and that wound just fully
heal ed 15 days ago. |It's the one that
resenbl es a | arge avocado, both in size and
i mge. The second, on ny |eft buttock.

After the initial assault by police, |
began backing away in step with police with
both hands raised in peace signs. Protesters

i n general began to clear the area, npbst noving
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towards Cinton as the Big Spring Park safe
route was shrouded in gas. As we approached

t he Jackson Street Pub alleyway, | wtnessed a
woman ahead of ne bl eeding out of both |egs
that could barely walk. Police were screan ng
at her to nove, closing in for an arrest. She
was in tears, so |l ran up to talk sense into
them Saying things |ike, guys, cone on. Look
at her. Another protester joined and we hel ped
her back to the nedics in the alleyway.

When the police reached the nedics, they
forced everyone to | eave, even though they were
bandagi ng mul ti pl e people who could barely
wal k, and applying mlk to tear-gassed eyes.
That group noved into the parking garage near
-- as the man -- as the main group of
protesters were treated further south towards
the Veteran Menorial. Once police were no
| onger follow ng the group, the group then
di spersed. And | personally noved towards the
park to nake sure everyone was okay and didn't
need any mlk for tear gas or first-aid kits.

Upon arriving at the park, | ran into the rest
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of the protesters that had to regroup. [|'m
al nost done. They stood in their -- and --
they stood in their international park
protesting. The police arrived and the group
was pushed back. | wtnessed a snall woman get
pepper sprayed w thout warning. The group was
pushed all the way to Wnn Avenue between the
Museum of Art and (inaudible) itself. At this
point, the group was forced by police into
oncomng traffic. | applied first-aid to the
pepper sprayed woman in the nedian as she cried
out in pain.

M5. GUERRIERI: Sir, your tine is up.

JOSHUA ROBERTS: We then noved to the
sout heast corner of Lowell. At this point, |
wat ched a small boy --

M5. GUERRIERI: Sir, your tine is up.

JOSHUA ROBERTS: -- get a --
asking police --

M5. GUERRIERI: Sir --

JOSHUA ROBERTS: | told the little boy |
woul d protect himas the cops noved --

M5. GUERRI ERI: Thank you. Yes, sir.
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BOB BACCUS: MW nane is Bob Baccus,
B-A-C-C US.

M5. GUERRIERI: Wl conme, M. Baccus.

BOB BACCUS: If any of us here in this
roomare driving down the Parkway and a
policeman pulls us over, gets -- turns on his
blue lights, and we pull over. W roll down
our wi ndow. W put our hands on the steering
wheel. That's what we're supposed to do so
t hey can see them and we do what the policenen
says. W all do that. W don't try to outrun
him In this particular case, if the people
and the denonstrators had nmarched around and
had their denonstration, had their say, and
then the police said, disperse, go hone -- if
t hey had obeyed the police, we wouldn't be here
toni ght. Thank you.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Thank you, M. Baccus.

RI TA BURKHOLDER: |I'msorry. | know
this is unorthodox, but I'd ask that any
commentary by a person that was not at the
events on June 1st and June 3rd not be

submtted for approval.
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M5. GUERRIERI: That's -- no. W're not
doing this, nma'am

RI TA BURKHOLDER:  Just a request.

M5. GUERRIERI: W w |l have decorum
W will have decorumin this chanber.

RI TA BURKHOLDER:  Fi ne.

M5. GUERRIERI: W are going to take a
ten-m nute break and see if anyone who has
signed up to speak comes in because we have
stated that we will be here until 8:00. But --

So a ten-mnute break. See you in ten m nutes.

(At which tine, a brief recess was

t aken.)

DAMAR THOVAS:. Hell o.

M5. GUERRIERI: |If you'll just give us
your nane and spell your |ast name, please.

DAMAR THOVAS: My nane is Damar,
DA-MA-R Thomas, T-H O MA-S.

MS. GUERRIERI: Wl cone, M. Thonss.

DAMAR THOVAS: Thank you. So just a

little bit of background about nme. | ama 2020
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col | ege graduate from Cakwood University in

political science, and | amactually aspiring
to join Huntsville PD. | want to start wth,
actually did not cone planning to speak today,

but there's sonme things that | feel inclined to

coment on. First, | want to start w th saying
that not all cops are bad. | am not
anti-police. However, | am anti-abuse of

power, anti-injustice and anti-raci sm wherever
it may manifest. |If anything, |'m pro-police
because | understand the necessity for a police
force. | believe the thin blue line is
necessary to separate order fromchaos. W
just need good people holding it up.

Sonmething | wanted to conment on is the
County's presence and the sheriff departnment's
presence. As far as we know, the courthouse is
County property, so | do not believe that -- at
| east | heard that, you know, McMirray, |
guess, called the sheriff's departnent to be
there. | do not know that to be all the way
true, given that the sheriff's departnent does

have the responsibility of protecting County
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property.

Now, | consider nyself a Constitutionist.
The 1st Anendnent guarantees the citizens the
right to peacefully assenble and to petition
t he governnent for an address of grievances.
The police do not have the power to say you can
exercise your rights fromthis tinme to this
time, especially when there's no curfew in
pl ace. The police do not have the power to
say, okay. W' ve heard enough. Tinme to go
hone.

But I don't think that the issue is the
fact that they dispersed the cromd. And I
t hink people are trying to -- oh, they said go
home. You guys shoul d've went honme. That's
not -- because | was out there. | saw ny
cousin be shot by a rubber bullet, and that's
not the issue at hand. |It's not the fact they
di spersed the crowd. Yes, you know, |aw and
order needs to be held up. W don't want any
rioting, any looting, anything like that. But
the i ssue was not that they chose to disperse

the crowd, but the tactics they used.
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There was no need for snipers on rooftops,
drones, helicopters, you know, about -- | don't
think 1've ever seen so many officers in ny
life. | mean, you' d think it was |ike a
behi nd-t he- scenes of sone dystopian novi e that
was about to conme out. It was for no -- and
for no real reason beyond that he thought it
may have gotten violent or that he saw sone
Facebook posts.

| was reading an article witten by
Mont gonery Advi sor entitled, Constructive not
destructive. No confrontation, no viol ence at
Mont gonery protest. VWhy? | was enbarrassed to
see our city, the quote, unquote, star of
Al abama, as the very first topic of discussion.
The article read, in Huntsville, police in riot
gear used tear gas and rubber bullets on a
crowd of protesters. But, when the nighttine
crowd of Montgonery protesters reached a
barricade in front of the Capitol building on
June 1st, they cane face-to-face with | oca
police officers who wore little nore than their

regul ar unifornms, hands at their sides. One
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prot ester shouted questions, and Mont gonery
police chief Earnest Finley cane forward to
answer, eventually mxing with the protesters
and tal king to peopl e one-on-one. This protest
in Montgonmery took place at nighttinme in front
of our State Capital and could have easily
escalated, but it didn't. |'msure Chief

Finl ey could have found sone Facebook posts and
out-of-town license plates if he | ooked for
them but still, the starting position of their
police force was drastically different in

Mont gonery than that of ours.

June 1st and June 3rd. MMirray being
afraid of the dark doesn't justify what
happened on June 3rd. MMirray doesn't -- does
not justify what happened on June 3rd.

McMurray seei ng random Facebook posts and
out-of-town |icense plates in downtown

Hunt svill e during sumer does not justify what
happened on June 3rd. There is nothing that
can justify the terrorization of innocent
civilians at the hands of their own police

force.
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So | think that when you guys do your
review, | think that it's nost inportant not
to -- | think the nost inportant thing that
needs to be | ooked at are the tactics that they
utilized to disperse the crowmd and not the fact
that they dispersed the crowd. Because there
were protests in a whole bunch of other cities
that -- right here in Al abama, and we're the
only ones that were dispersed with rubber
bullets and tear gas. And |'msure we weren't
the only -- | nean, there was actually, you
know, real riots taking place in A abama. And,
you know, these -- these cities here getting
the sanme kind of response fromthe police
force. So | think that, you know, in the
review, it's inportant to | ook at and di scuss
and hold them accountable for the tactics that
t hey used to disperse the cromd. | nean,
there's no reason ny 18-year-old cousin who was
just there should' ve been shot with a rubber
bullet. | nean, he wasn't rioting. He wasn't
| ooting. He was just there. You know, that --

hi s presence being there should not put him at
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ri sk of being, you know -- what happened t hat
day. So, thank you.

M5. GUERRIERI: GCkay. Thank you very
much. |s there anyone else in the chanber that
signed up to speak that has not had the
opportunity to speak yet? W have -- we w ||
be here for another nine mnutes, sSo we can
give five-m nute speaking to one other person.
Anyone wi sh to speak again? Ckay, nm'am

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: |'I| speak agai n.

M5. GUERRIERI: No. W're just -- we
don't have tine.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | --

M5. GUERRIERI: W have -- it's 7:51.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  She's speaki ng.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Ch, okay.
got cha.

M5. GUERRIERI: Did you sign up, na' anf

LI NDSEY LOUQUE: | have not signed up.
s that all right?

M5. GUERRI ERI: But you haven't spoke
first?

LI NDSEY LOUQUE: | have not.
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M5. GUERRIERI: Please go to the
m crophone. You're fine.

LI NDSEY LOUQUE: Thank you. I'ma bit
nervous about public speaking, but given
that -- by the way, |'m Lindsey Louque.

M5. GUERRIERI: State your nane, please,
and spell your |ast nane for us.

LI NDSEY LOUQUE: ©Oh, L-OUQUE |
know that's odd. | interviewed five arrested
protesters, as well as being there on June 3rd.
| wasn't at all harnmed, but | really want to
speak about the five that |I did interview. [|'m
sorry. None of them were doing anything other
t han hol di ng signs and maybe yelling, | nean,
because we're frustrated. Wat they told ne
t hat shook ne the nost -- and I'mgoing to
protect their identity because, obviously,
they're going through trauma right now |
don't want to reveal anything other than,
they're not white.

This person, fenmal e, had been pepper
sprayed, maced, their skin burning to an extent

where their full body, arnms, |egs, everything,
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burning. Like, and they didn't stop.
Extensively. And in front of crowds, they nade
her undress down to her bra and panties. They
beat her. | had this account from at | east
three or four. Beat her. And then one of the
cops was telling one of the five arrested that
-- but sonething along the lines of
reassurances that -- pointed at her and said,
"Except for this dummy over here."

|"ma bit nervous, but this is -- of all
the accounts that | heard, | think this needs
to be said the nost. |I'mtrying not to cry
right now | can't even inmagi ne what she's
goi ng through. She's been too nervous to cone
out and speak. And | don't need all the five
mnutes. That'll be it for nme. Thank you.

M5. GUERRIERI: Thank you. GCkay. We've
got -- we've got six nore mnutes. Do you want
to take anot her person? You wll be our final
speaker unless there's anyone else in the room
t hat has not spoken? Ckay.

JOSHUA ROBERTS: My nane is Josh
Roberts. | want to tal k about how HPD
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responded to the sinple idea of a peaceful

prot est downtown before it even took place.

For starters, they were unable to read the room
and i nappropriately diagnosed nati onw de | aw
enforcenent alerts provided to NAMAC as
definitive local threats. Threats such as
ANTI FA being bussed in and the idea that a

hi ghly corrosive acid would be shot out of a
thin, plastic squirt gun. Again, nationw de
alerts sent to every | aw enforcenent agency in
the country. Alerts that HPD either had
cognitively believed or used as an excuse for
their show of strength that Tormy Battle, on
record, instructed this police chief to conjure
up. |If you haven't seen these alerts, | hope
you know how to inquire about them | know
that Mayor Battle denied a request in June to
give this commttee access to the info that
they need to properly function as a police
oversight coonmttee. But those nationw de
alerts are in the | aw enforcenent database and
provi de great insight into what has unfol ded

here in Huntsvill e.
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| truly feel that Mark McMurray nerve took
a step back and said, oh, wait. This is
Huntsville, Alabama -- not a large city with a
history of actual riots. That's the only
answer for how police were positioned,
equi pped, and subsequently acted June 1st
through 3rd. And again, | just want the say,
no one with good intentions limts the ability
of a police oversight commttee.

And before | wap up, | want the tal k
about Blue Lives Matter. Blue Lives Mtter,
for those that don't know, was forned in
response to Black Lives Matter. Black Lives
Matter was fornmed due to lifetimes of recorded
police brutality. Blue Lives Matter has been
denounced by the ACLU and the Sout hern Poverty
Law Center. People against Black Lives Mtter
often rally around Blue Lives Matter. And a
menber of this commttee has a Blue Lives flag
as their profile picture on Facebook. And
that's all | have to say.

M5. GUERRIERI: Sir, | have to stop you

right there. Thank you very nuch
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JOSHUA ROBERTS: I'Ill stop nysel f.

M5. GUERRIERI: This concludes our --
this will conclude the |istening session. This
concl udes the public hearing for August the
12th. Another public hearing is schedul ed for
August 28th, 10:00 a.m to 1:00 p.m Sign up
on the website, HuntsvillePoliceReviewcom On
behal f of the G tizens Advisory Council, thank
you for taking the tine to cone and speak to
us. Do | hear a notion to adjourn?

MR. DAY: Second -- |I'msorry. Moved.

M5. GUERRIERI: Al in favor?

(Al menbers say answered in the

affirmative.)

M5. GUERRIERI: W are adjourned.

VEETI NG ADJOURNED
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