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The HPCAC public hearing was taken
before Sarah Carlton Stinpson, CCR RPR, on
August 28, 2020, commenci ng at approxi mately
10: 00 a.m, at the offices of the Huntsville

Cty Hall, in Huntsville, Al abama
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APPEARANCES

Huntsville Police Ctizens Advi sory Counci l

Menbers Present:

Victoria Querrieri
WIllie Love
Shelly McCul | ey
Jonat han Rossow
Ruben Fl ores

John Reitzell

John 4 shef ski
David Little
Gregory Bentl ey
Wl ey Day, Jr.

| ndependent Counsel :

ELI ZABETH HUNTLEY, ESQ
JACKSON R SHARMAN, ESQ

Li ghtfoot, Franklin, & Wite,
400 20th St N

Bi rm ngham AL 35203
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I, Sarah Carlton Stinpson, a Registered
Prof essi onal Reporter, and a Notary Public for
the State of Al abama at Large, acting as
Commi ssioner, certify that on this date, there
came before me at the offices of the Huntsville
City Hall, in Huntsville, Al abama, conmencing
at approximately 10:00 a.m on August 28, 2020,
t he HPCAC public hearing, in the above cause,

wher eupon the foll ow ng proceedi ngs were had:

M5. GUERRIERI: |1'd like to call the
neeting to order now M nane is VicKi
Guerrieri, appointed by Councilwoman Robi nson,
District 3. | currently serve as Chai rwonman.
On behal f of the Huntsville Police Ctizens
Advi sory Council, | would like to wel cone you
to the second public hearing regarding the
protest events of June 1lst and June 3rd.

To get us started, | will call the roll of
the Advisory Council. Wen | call your nane, |
woul d appreciate if each nenber woul d announce
their presence. WIIlie Love?

VMR. LOVE: Pr esent.
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M5. GUERRIERI: WIllie Love was
appoi nted by the mayor, and he's currently
serving as Vice Chair. John A shefski?

MR, OLSHEFSKI: Present.

M5. GUERRI ERI: John d shefski was
appoi nted by the mayor. John Reitzel?

MR REITZEL: Here.

M5. GUERRIERI: John is -- was appointed
by the chief of police. Ruben Flores?

MR, FLORES: Present.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Ruben, thank you. Ruben
was appointed by the chief of police, and he is
serving as secretary. David Little?

MR LITTLE: Here.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Thank you, David. David
was appointed by the chief of police, and he is
currently serving as media conmuni cati ons.
Gregory Bentley?

MR, BENTLEY: Here.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Thank you, G eg.

Appoi nted by Councilman Keith, District 1.
Jonat han Rossow?

MR. ROSSOW Here.
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M5. GUERRI ERI: Thank you, Jonat han.
Appoi nted by Council woman Akridge, District 2.
Shel | ey McCul | ey?

M5. MCCULLEY: Present.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Thank you, Shell ey.
Appoi nted by Councilman Kling, District 4.
Wley Day, Jr.?

MR. DAY: Present.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Thank you, W/l ey.
Appoi nted by Councilman Cul vert, District 5.

The Advi sory Council was charged by city

council resolution with conducting that review
This public hearing is part of the Advisory
Council's fact-finding stage of the ongoing
review process. As part of that effort,
community i nput by electronic formwas active
fromJuly the 7th to August the 7th, with over
750 conments received. All correspondence was
read and is being considered by nenbers of the
Advi sory Council. In addition, the Advisory
Counci | retai ned i ndependent |egal counsel to
assist in the discharge of its duties.

Thi s eveni ng, each speaker has five
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m nutes to address the Advisory Council and to
give testinony to the events of June 1 and June
3. This is a listening session, one in which
the public's coments are the focus. For that
reason, and also to nmaxim ze the tinme for
public comrent, Advisory Council nenbers wll
not nmake remarks this norning, other than ny
efforts as Chair to guide the procedure. This
hearing is being broadcast |live on WOW and
Contast and al so |live streaned on Facebook and
Cty of Huntsville website. It will also be
archived. Please keep your remarks civil. As
fellow citizens, we should express our views
vigorously, but in a constructive manner. Foul
| anguage whi ch viol ates the FCC broadcast rul es
or derogatory name calling of any individual
will not be tolerated. Again, decorum and
clarity are inportant here.

Each speaker will be given five
uninterrupted mnutes after stating their nane.
Ti me cannot be given or shared with anot her
speaker. | will call the speakers in the order

they are regi stered, beginning wth Geneva
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Sai nt .

M5. SAINT: Good norning.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Wl cone

M5. SAINT: M nanme is Geneva Saint.

MS. GUERRIERI: Wl cone.

M5. SAINT: Thank you for the
opportunity to speak here today. |'IlIl begin by

saying that | do not condone the death of
CGeorge Floyd. Neither do I condone so-called
peaceful protests that result in physical

viol ence, rioting, looting, destroying |lives
and |ivelihoods.

Now, | did not attend the Huntsville
protest. | did follow the news accounts given
at that time, and |I've gone back and revi ewed
t hose accounts and watched a | ot of videos.
| medi ately follow ng the death of George
Fl oyd, thousands of protests sprang up all
across our country, nost of them turning
violent. Protests sprang up in Al abama as
well. | think a ot of us were very anxi ous
wondering if our city could fall prey to such

vi ol ence and destructi on.
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On August 12th, at the first session, |
heard from several of the protesters. Their
coments were pretty nmuch in unison. Their
protests were peaceful. There were no
activists. There were too many officers.
Oficers wearing riot gear. Tactics used by
the officers were excessive. Presence of the
of ficers made them unconfortable. Huntsville
was the only city in Al abama that used such
tactics. And they were very unhappy with the
| eadershi p of Mayor Battle and Chief MMirray.

| | ooked at the news reports from around
the state to see what was happeni ng, and here's
what | found: Protests never turned chaotic in
Mont gonery -- but from AL.com My 31st, in
Bi rm ngham protesters broke several w ndows in
t he courthouse and ot her businesses. Fires
were lit in the streets. There was w despread
vandal i sm and | ooting. The nmayor al so
requested support fromthe state police.
Because the protests were so ugly, he declared
a State of Energency and set a curfew. Al so,

fromAL.com in Mbile, police shot pepper
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balls at activists as peaceful protests turned
violent, resulting in mass vandal i sm and

cl ashes with [ ocal police. Protesters
attenpting to march onto |1-10 found thensel ves
face-to-face with Mbile police officers claded
inriot gear. Police used tear gas to push

t hem back.

Here in Huntsville, permts were granted
to organi zers. Adequate tine slots were given
for themto have their rally and march to air
their grievances. The permts expired.
Protesters were asked to | eave. Sone did.

O hers refused, even after the mayor and the
president of the city council pleaded with them
to go hone.

In my opinion, police exhibited patience
with the cromd. It was one to two hours after
they were asked to | eave before police acted.
And even then, they set off snoke warnings.
Sone still refused to | eave, and police
forcefully dispersed them Al the strife the
protesters spoke of could easily have been

avoi ded. Wen the police asked themto go
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home, they shoul d' ve gone hone.

Mayor Battle and Chief McMurray are
charged with the duties of protecting about
200, 000 of us. Wiat a responsibility. 1I'm
sure Chief McMurray surveyed all the events and
chaos that was occurring in Al abama and ar ound
the country. He knew that even the nost
peaceful protest could turn violent in a
second. So he did what any good adm ni strator
woul d do; he and his departnent prepared for
the worst. They were joined by Madi son County
Sheriff Turner, his deputies, and al so a group
of state troopers.

Now, |'ve never net or talked with Mayor
Battle or Chief McMurray or Sheriff Turner, but
| fully support all of them | believe the
actions they took were justified. | appreciate
t heir maki ng and keepi ng Huntsville, Madison
County, and Al abama safe.

Attorney CGeneral Barr just recently said,
guote, being a police officer is one of -- it
is the hardest job in the United States. W're

aski ng people to go into very dangerous

ALABAMA
COURT REPORTING




© 0 N oo o s~ w NP

[EEN
o

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

Huntsville City Council Resolution No. 20-487

11

situations, not knowi ng what will happen, end
quot e.

Maj or Battle just won his re-election. W

need to keep Chief McMiurray in his position and

comend himfor the great job he is doing. W
di d not experience the events here that
occurred in other cities. So let's surely

fund, not defund, our police. And all of us

shoul d agree that all lives matter. Thank you.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Thank you. Thank you
for comng. Next is Eve Lichay.

EVA LI CHAY: Good norning. M nane is
Eve Lichay, and | am here today in support of
Chief McMurray and all | aw enforcenent
officers. It takes a special person to becone
a police officer. They all have courage and
conpassion for others. Yes, there are bad
apples in every organi zation. Police are
humans just |ike you and ne, and nost of the
police departnents are really good about
calling out their owmn. Can we do better? O
course. But violent protests do not help this

situation. Police have to nake split-second
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deci si ons under extrene duress that can either
save or take a life. To blane all the police
for the actions of a fewis just not fair.

In regard to the protest in question, |'m
sure there were people who had good intentions
to voice their dismay about racial issues,
police, et cetera. That was their right to do
so. But let's get specific. Look at what
ot her protests have led to in other cities. By
her own adm ssion, the speaker at the |ast
meeting on August 12th basically said she was a
pr of essi onal protester and an anarchi st.

Anar chi st, according to the Whbster dictionary,
is a person who rebels against any authority,
establ i shed order, or ruling power. Definition
of anarchy is, state of | aw essness or

political disorder due to the absence of
governnental authority. By their own
description, BLMis an avowed Marxi st

organi zation. "W are Marxists. W are

i deol ogical." But their cofounder, Patrice
Cullors, admts BLMis a hard-left Marxi st

organi zation. | took that fromtheir own
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website.

Peopl e wearing these shirts, carrying
signs wwth raised fits and chatting defund the
police, are not out to have a picnic downtown.
And, unfortunately, the truly peaceful
protesters got caught up marching wth other
people who infiltrated their group. And that
is when bad things can happen. It is like
Anerica is under siege. W all had seen how
t he peaceful protests that escalated to all-out
war in major cities across the United States.

After viewng all the damage done in ot her
cities by so-called peaceful protesters and
realizing that our town is having people cone
in fromout of town, the police prepared
t hensel ves for the worst in case it happened.
To do ot herw se woul d' ve been negli gent
| eadershi p. They had al ready had severa
protests. How could anyone know what was goi ng
to happen here? How nuch nore could the
protesters say? And nore inportantly, what
el se did they want to do?

So | respectfully ask the protesters: How

ALABAMA
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did you think the police officers shoul d' ve
shown up to this protest? Y all dressed and
chanted just like the rioters. Your nasty
wor ds and di srespect for authority do have
consequences. A few did not |ike the verbal
di al ogue you overheard fromthe police. How do
you think they feel when you chant vul gar and
i ncendi ary words and signs at thenf? One cannot
expect to dress like the rioters, speak the
sane | anguage as the rioters, use the sane
phrases, words, and deneanor and expect flowers
and bonbons to greet them Wiy woul d you show
up with paint respirators, fireworks, and | eave
your children honme if you thought it was going
to be peaceful? Wen you were told to | eave
the area, you deliberately di sobeyed and threw
rocks and fireworks at them That's when they
had no choice but to use snoke and tear gas to
get you to | eave.

Many protesters cane to provoke anarchy,
and the police answered the call. The police
were there to protect taxpayer property and

busi nesses downtown from being ruined. They

ALABAMA
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swore an oath to protect and defend and to
serve the public. They are willing to put
their lives on the line every day to do this.
The right to protest does not nean that you can
create chaos and intim date everyone until
t hi ngs change your way. The protest caused
busi nesses to cl ose early, board their
bui | di ngs and | eave the downt own ar ea.
Restaurants were not able to stay open and earn
much needed incone to recover sonme of the COVID
| osses.

| would rem nd protesters that we were
just getting ready to reopen this town when all
hel | broke | oose across the country. Do you
think my rights should have been viol ated t hat
day for you? Mst of us nonprotesters do not
believe -- do not feel confortable having
di nner downtown with an angry group marchi ng
around. One protest should be enough. W get
it.

| have a possible solution to consider.
In the future, you could issue a permt to

protest, but only on the follow ng | ocation:

ALABAMA
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MIton Frank Stadium Have police check
entrance in at the gate, just like TSA. Only
signs and bottled water on a Saturday, during
dayl i ght hours, such as noon to three. Have
nedia attend if they want. Charge a refundable
deposits in case protesters deface any part of
the stadium and let them march until their
heart is content. Wen it's over,
announcenents can be nade to | eave.

Huntsville is not going to be |like the
other cities that no | onger have | aw and order.
W' ve seen what has happened to cities where
t he mayors and governors prevent |aw
enforcenment fromdoing their job, and we w ||
not tol erate anything happening to our town.

So thank you to Chief McMurray and all the
| aw enforcenent officers for doing your job.

We need you and want you to do your job w thout
the fear of reprisals fromanyone. CQur country
is not perfect, but we are the best country in
the world. Qur police departnent is not
perfect. No one says we are. W can al

I nprove; even the protesters. | thank you for

ALABAMA
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giving me the opportunity to speak today.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Thank you for com ng.
Next is Emly Heflin.

EMLY HEFLIN. Hello. M nane is Emly
Hefl i n.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Wl cone.

EMLY HEFLIN. | was at the protest on
June 1st and June 3rd, and | w tnessed
everything the other protesters have descri bed
to you. | don't really feel like it would be
productive to go over it again bl ow by-bl ow and
repeat what others have said nuch nore
el oquently than | could. Because at this
poi nt, you have all the information you need to
make the right decision. At this point, all
that remains to be seen is whether you care
about hol di ng the peopl e responsi bl e
accountable for their actions or not.

| would like to tell you all about the

trauma that these incidents have caused ne and
my loved ones. | didn't sleep the night of
June 3rd. | had been able to get out right

before the arrests started, but | knew people

ALABAMA
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had been arrested, and | was terrified as to
how t hey were treating those people. Turns out
| had reason to be scared. The cops had giving
mul ti pl e peopl e concussi ons and sl amm ng t hem
to the ground, dislocated soneone's shoul der --
sonet hing they'll have to have surgery for --
and refused to give anyone nedical attention
for 4 to 24 hours. Their face masks were
confiscated as they were not allowed to have
masks in the jail. And the officers were not
weari ng masks either, despite being in the
m ddl e of a deadly pandem c.

For a nonth, | had nonstop nightnares
about the tear gas and rubber bullets, and so
did nost of ny friends. Several of my friends
have panic attacks and fl ashbacks anyti ne they
come to Big Spring Park. And | can't cone to
t he park anynore wi thout that sane panic rising
in ny chest. | have never had problens with
anxiety on July 4th, regarding firewrks, so |
didn't really expect it when | al nost crashed
my car on the way hone from work because those

firewrks nade ne flashback to the tear gas

ALABAMA
COURT REPORTING




© 0 N oo o s~ w NP

[EEN
o

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

Huntsville City Council Resolution No. 20-487

19

canni sters and rubber bullets being shot at
peaceful protesters. About ten of ny friends
who were at the protest experienced the sane
thing. Al of us are now given flashbacks by
any |loud noises in a way that we never were.
One of ny fellow protesters was so affected
that they had to check thenselves into a nental
hospi t al

And council|l nenbers, if that sounds bad,
then you'll be horrified to hear that these are
t hi ngs that black people in Huntsville have
been telling us that they've experienced for
their entire lives. They see their friends and
fam |y nenbers abused and nurdered by the
police with no justice. No due process. They
hear the way city officials like Jennie
Robi nson tal k about them They grow up know ng
t hat one acci dental wong nove or wong word or
wong tone of voice around a police officer
could very well nean their death in a way that
whi te peopl e are not treated.

If two nights of police brutality have

affected ne and ny white friends |ike this,

ALABAMA
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i mgi ne how generations and lifetines of police
brutality affects our neighbors of color.
These synptons are PTSD synptons. You have a
police departnent that gives its citizens PTSD
for the crinme of being black, for the crinme of
advocating for black Iives. You have a police
departnent that shoots a rubber bullet halfway
t hrough a teenager's |l eg and says there were no
injuries. You have a police departnment that
boxes in a group and protesters in a park, nost
of whomwere trying to | eave, including nyself,
shoots tear gas in the mddle of the crowd, and
expects people who can't see and can't wal k
straight to find their way out of downtown.
You have a police departnent that acts with
impunity and then clains that there m ght have
been a threat, so that mass traumati zati on and
violation of the citizens rights was warrant ed.
You have a police departnent that was
caught on police scanner radi o joking about
throw ng water ball oons and shooting protesters
fromthe parking garage roof at the beginning

of the June 3rd protest. Are we proud of that?
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Huntsville is supposed to be the star of
Al abama. But right now we are proving that we
are a city just as backwards and just as raci st
as every sundown town in this state with a very
thin veneer of technological literacy and
gentrification on top to cover the rot. How
easily the racismcane to the surface. How
easily the police brutalized people. How
easily they excused their violence and | aughed
it off. And why wouldn't they? Seens to many
of us as if no one is interested in making sure
they follow the | aw.

| really do | ove the phrase, if you ever
wonder ed what you woul d' ve done during the
Cvil Rights Muwvenent, is what you' re doing
now. | would |ike you all to ask yoursel ves
that. The whole world is watching Anmerica and
Al abama right now W are a historic state
with a long history in the Gvil Rights
Movenent. History is being nmade right now by
the amazing activists in this city. How do we
want Huntsville to be renenbered? Thank you.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Thank you for com ng.

ALABAMA
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Next is Henry Turner. M. Turner? W'IlI|l cone
back to M. Turner. Jessica Johnson.

Ms. Johnson, could you speak directly into the
m cr ophone?

JESSI CA JOHNSON:  Yes, ma' am

M5. GUERRI ERI: Sone nenbers were having

adifficult tinme hearing.
JESSI CA JOHNSON:  Good norning.  |I'm
Jessica Johnson, and | live in District 2.

MS5. GUERRI ERI: W&l cone.

JESSI CA JOHANSON:  Thank you. And thank

you all for being here today and vol unteering
your time and service to our community. 1'd
like to tell you a little bit about nyself.

" ma 35-year-old, mni-van-driving nother of

two. | grew up in Birmngham Eight years ago

nmy husband and | noved to Huntsville to open
his orthodontic practice, and we've fallen in
love with the Rocket CGty. |'ma graduate of
Sanford University, and when |'m not
chauffeuring ny kids around, | enjoy

vol unteering in our conmmunity. To be clear,

am not an anarchi st or an outside agitator.

ALABAMA
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And on the evening of June 3rd, 2020, | was in
downt own Huntsville carrying a sign that read,
"when hate is | oud, |ove cannot be silent.
Bl ack Lives Matter."

|"mhere to give you a firsthand account
of what transpired that evening. You m ght not
have been in attendance. So by sharing ny
personal experience, | sincerely hope each of
you will feel conpelled to use your position as
a menber of this council to hold the Huntsville
Pol i ce Departnent responsible for their
atroci ous and vi ol ent behavi or towards
Huntsville's peaceful citizens. It is ny
strong desire to see HPD nake positive changes
to the way it operates. [It's inportant that
HPD acknowl edge how t hey coul d have responded
in a nore reasonabl e and | ess viol ent nanner,
and that they detail a plan for changes in
future tactics so that each and every citizen
of Huntsville feels safe.

So there | was in Big Spring Park on June
3rd anongst a nultitude of people joined

together in solidarity against police brutality
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and the killing of unarned black Anericans. |
wal ked fromthe park up to the courthouse
square where our peaceful crowd was greeted by
of ficers surrounding the courthouse decked out
inriot gear and clutching rifles. Additional
of ficers could be seen on every corner. There
wer e drones overhead and sni pers perched atop
the courthouse. | took an incredul ous | ook
around and did a |lap around the square to see
if there was sonething I'd mssed. Ws there a
different crowmd up here? Was anyone bei ng
overtly aggressive? | wondered what Kkind of
threat could be lurking in this crowd to elicit
such an overwhel m ng police presence.

As | carefully observed and wal ked around,
| saw friendly and famliar faces of concerned
citizens. | saw people chanting and kneel i ng.
| saw peopl e handi ng out water and hand
sanitizer. | saw people hel ping others
register to vote. Not once did | see any hint
of violence fromthose protesting. | was
struck by the real sense of canaraderie. The

conpassion and attitude of the crowd stood in
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stark contract to the aggressive and fli ppant
attitude of the |law enforcenent officers.

| was making ny way towards Madi son Street
to | eave when a group of protesters shrieked
and began running away fromthe intersection.
The sound of their frightened screans caught ny
attention. | |ooked back to the area that they
were running from and what | saw next w ||
stick wwth me for the rest of ny life. Less
than ten yards in front of ne was a heavily
fortified group of I aw enforcenent officers
that were stormng the cromd. | watched as
t hey poured out fromthe parking deck where
they'd been hiding. They set off an alarmthat
added to panic and confusi on anongst the crowd
of peaceful protesters. Then they forned a
forbidding |line blocking anyone fromexiting
via Madi son Street. An officer was speaki ng on
a bull horn. And although I was in close
proximty, it was difficult to understand what
was bei ng announced. M heart was poundi ng.
was scared. It was hard to believe this was

happening in ny progressive and bel oved
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Huntsville. It was a truly traumati zi ng
experi ence.

| respect |aw enforcenent. They have a
tough job. [I've taught nmy children that |aw
enforcenment officers are hel pers and good guys.
My brain was racing as the beliefs | held were
being directly contradicted by what | was
wtnessing with ny very own eyes. | felt
t hreatened by the people | believed woul d
protect ne. | was saddened to realize that our
own police force has fallen prey to inplicit
bi as through gross m sconcepti ons which | ed
themto nmake a series of extrenely poor
judgnent calls, entirely m sreading the
situation on June 3rd, and ultimately resulting
in the attack of peaceful residents of Madi son
County.

HPD is tasked with protecting all citizens
of Huntsville, not just the ones that | ook |ike
themor vote |like themor agree with them
Freedom of speech and the right to peaceably
assenbl e are Constitutionally protected.

They' re cornerstones of a true denocracy. And
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on June 3rd, HPD infringed on ny right to do
both through intimdation tactics and threats
of force.

M5. GUERRIERI: Your tinme is up. Thank
you for com ng.

JESSI CA JOHNSON: Thank you.

M5. GUERRIERI: Has M. Turner cone in?
Ckay.

HENRY TURNER: Good norning. | want to
t hank you for allowing ne to speak. Mne wll
be short and sinple. | see this as a pretty
cut-and-dry issue. |I'ma --

M5. GUERRIERI: Could you -- excuse ne,

sir. Could you give your nane first?

HENRY TURNER: |'m sorry. Henry Turner.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Wl cone.

HENRY TURNER: |'ma life-long citizen
of Huntsville, Alabama. |'mproud of ny city.
| have seen it go through a | ot of changes in
my lifetime. And | appreciate Huntsville
Pol i ce Departnent for taking care of ny city
and making it a safe place to live. | amhere

to express ny concern over the attitudes and
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conment ary nmade about the incident over the
protests over the Floyd incident.

|, like nost of the country, was upset
over what | saw on TV. |'mthankful that an
event |ike that did not take place here in

Huntsville, and | understand those that were

upset. It brings to mnd to ne the old saying,
"Gve '"eman inch and they'll take a mle."
And t hough the event was over -- and | wll

conmmrend our police chief for allowing it to
extend past the tine of the allowed permt. |
bel i eve he showed understandi ng and conpassi on
towards the event because | believe he was
upset, as nost of the country was.

However, | think it reached the point of
going for the mle after the inch was given
when they were allowed to ingress the
court house square. And I, with the trained
observance of the police departnent, observed
that it was fixing to turn into sonething el se.
And | want to commend them that, w thout that
action, | believe it would have been a slap in

the face to the Police Acadeny and the sworn
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oath that they took when they graduated from
the Police Acadeny. | think it woul d' ve been a
slap in the face to the citizens of Huntsville,
t he busi nessnen, and property owners of
downt own Huntsville, and the whole city as a
whole. | look at their cars. Their cars state
on them "To serve and protect.” It would' ve
been a slap in the face to that notto and woul d
be a | aughi ngstock of the fleet of cars out
there. | am honored to know that we have a
police chief, have a force that we have, and to
make us -- nme and the rest of us citizens, feel
safe in this town. And | would hope that in
case anything el se ever happened, the actions
woul d be the sane. That's about all | have to
say. | want to thank you for allowng ne to
come out, and | hope you can all make the right
deci si on.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Thank you for com ng.
Next is Abby Kunkle, K-ONK-L-E. M. Kunkle.
W'l |l cone back. Ci ndy Seeley.

CI NDY SEELEY: Good norning. M nane is

C ndy Seel ey.
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M5. GUERRI ERI: Wl cone.

CI NDY SEELEY: | currently live in the
Bl ossomwood area, but | grew up in the Chapnan
area, near Oak Park. |'ma native of
Huntsville, and | was born in 17 inches of
snow. So if you're a true native, you pretty
much know exactly when that |ast happened in
the Gty of Huntsville.

In all of ny adult years, | have never
been what | would call a politico. But right
now, | just cannot stand any |onger to just be
qui et and not stand up for what is right in our
country.

The norning of the protest, | was wal ki ng
to nmy office at the Tines building. Qutside of
my office, | was greeted by Sergeant Thi gpen,
who' d been canvassing the downtown since early
that nmorning. There was a neatly stacked pile
of bricks right outside ny building. | wal ked
-- | walk to that building the sane way every
day, and | have never noticed those bricks.
Now, apparently, they were left over by a

renodel at SiP. |"ve built a |lot of houses in
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Bl ossommood, and there wasn't a bit of dirt,
there weren't any weeds, nothing growi ng out of
t hose bricks, so I still kind of questioned
that. So -- but | digressed. Watever the
case, Sergeant Thi gpen had them renoved

i mredi ately, not wanting to take any chance
that the protesters would gather in the old
Bel k Hudson parking lot for supplies.

My assistant and | strolled downtown that
day just to see the preparations. W were both
extrenely inpressed by the depth of the
preparations right down to the dunpster
renoval. They'd really thought of everything.
However, | had very, very nuch underesti mated
t he depths of those preparations when | watched
t he four-hour PowerPoint presentation by Chief
McMurray. As | watched his presentation, |
will honestly say | sat up a little straighter
in ny seat with amazenent and pride for the
HPD. The sophistication and brilliance of
their research, intel and planni ng was not hi ng
short of what we should be finding in cities

i ke New York, Chicago, and LA. The
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col | aboration of the HPD, the Madi son County
Sheriff's Departnent, ALEA, and, | believe, the
FBI put forth a detail ed and successful plan
for handling the protesters. | firmy believe
that if cities |like Portland and Seattle
allowed their police officers to do their jobs,
they woul dn't have the problens they are
having. W don't want to be Portland, and the
HPD made sure that this didn't happen here in
Huntsville. And for that, the citizens of this
city are truly grateful. And when | say

that -- the citizens of this city, | have

tal ked to many, nmany, nmany people across this
city. Mst of themare really worried,

actual ly, about comng to speak in front of you
and the city council because they don't want to
be target ed.

Wil e protecting the businesses and
residents, the police still bent over backwards
to allow the protesters to exercise their First
Amendnent rights. They allowed the protests to
| eave the permtted area. They allowed themto

stay long past their permtted tinme, and they
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even bl ocked off streets that protesters
weren't supposed to be on to keep them safe.

Again, the citizens of this city are
grateful to the HPD, not just for ensuring that
protests did not descend into chaos, but we are
grateful they did it in a way that still
honored our First Anendnent rights to
peaceful |y assenble. For those naysayers out
there, when the party is over, the party is
over. Go hone. And when you get out a gas
mask i nstead of going hone, then you pretty
much better be prepared for what you get. And
to all those people on Facebook that were
horrified by the police pouring mlk out of a
wat er bottle, again, if you show up at a
protest with mlk to conpensate for the tear
gas, you are expecting to do bad things. The
police are reacting to the protesters' bad
deci si ons and not hi ng nore.

As it stands right now, we still live in a
country where we are free and safe, and we owe
that to the nen and wonen who show up every day

to put their lives on the line for the rest of
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us. So thank you to the HPD for keeping us
safe, and nore inportantly, doing it in a
manner that respects our Constitutional rights.
And if you haven't gotten the hint yet, | back
the Blue. Thank you so much for allowing ne to
be here.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Thank you for com ng.

Has Ms. Kunkle cone in? Abby Kunkle?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | know her, and |

don't see her here today.

M5. GUERRIERI: Ckay. W'Ill keep trying

back. Cara G eco?

CARA GRECO  Hello, Council. M nane is

Cara Geco. | amhere today to give ny
conplete --

M5. GUERRI ERI: Wl cone.

CARA GRECO  -- support for Police Chief

Mark McMurray, the officers of the Huntsville
Pol i ce Departnent, Mayor Battle, and all the

| aw enf orcenent agencies that served to protect

Huntsville during the recent protests. | live
a few bl ocks from downtown -- the downtown
square. | can speak for famly, as well as
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many of ny nei ghbors and downt own busi ness
owners, that we are very grateful for the
police presence and dedi cation of our |aw
enf orcenent professionals, especially on the
ni ghts of June 1st and June 3rd. W have al
wat ched the recent protests unfol ding across
many cities in our country since the tragic
deat h of George Floyd.

While | chanpion every American's right to
peacefully protest, |I've al so watched in di snay
as many of these protests have turned
violent -- resulting in |looting, burning of
bui | di ngs, and destruction. Invariably, these
protests have seened to take a violent turn
after protests have continued for hours and
hours and stretched into the darkness of night.
W' ve seen this happen in major cities across
the country, but we've also seen it in cities
cl oser to hone; nanely, Nashville, where the
court house was set on fire, and vandalismin
downt own Bi r m ngham

We have all heard the runors about outside

agitators comng to Huntsville and to escal ate
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the planned protests in the days preceding the
protest. In ny hunbl e opinion, peaceful
protests seened to turn violent when there was
no plan in place by |aw enforcenent to handl e
the crowds as enotions shifted from peaceful to
hosti |l e.

Qur local law enforcenment had a plan in
pl ace. They were proactive. And they had a
place -- plan in place to handle this
transition. | watched the protests on Facebook
Live and heard the officers on the speakers
announce many -- nultiple tinmes that the
permtted tinme had passed, and it was tine for
protests to | eave the area. These
announcenments went on for at |east an hour and
a half on both nights. Many protesters left at
this point, but the ones that renmined were in
defiance of the police order. Intentions
seened to be escalating. At that point, |aw
enforcenent put into action their preenptive
plan to disperse the crowd. Had the crowd |eft
when the permtted tinme was over, those

measures woul d not have been needed.
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Because of our police, our downtown was
spared any potential destruction, and people
were kept safe frompotential violence. It's
easy to retrospectively | ook at the protests on
June 1st and 3rd and say that the runors of
outsiders comng into town weren't true or
didn't pan out or that the police presence was
t oo excessive. But you -- police had to nake a
pl an based on the information they had
bef orehand. Had the protests ended with
vi ol ence and damage and destruction of our
downt own, we would all be sitting here
criticizing the police for not doing enough to
protect our city. | have heard many protesters
say they felt intimdated and threatened by the
police presence. Well, | can assure you that
nmy famly and ny neighbors felt safe and secure
because of the police presence. No one has a
right to be free of fear at the expense of
anot her.

Again, | comend the HPD for managi ng the
protests in a professional and expertise

manner. Thank you.
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M5. GUERRI ERI: Thank you for com ng.
Joshua Heard -- | nean, I'msorry. Carrie
Coan?

CARRI E COAN: Good norni ng, council
menbers. | amhere first and forenost --

M5. GUERRIERI: Could you give your

nanme, please?

CARRI E COAN: Sur e. Sur e. Carri e Coan.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Wl cone.

CARRI E COAN. Good norning. |'mhere
first and forenbost to voice ny approval of how
HPD, the sheriff's departnent, and ALEA handl ed
the events that occurred in downtown Huntsville
and Bridge Street the week of May 30t h through
June 5t h.

First, we should recogni ze that there was
one protest consisting of at | east two separate
groups. One group cane with the intention of
actually exercising their right to peaceful ly
protest, and the other cane prepared for a
confrontation with | aw enforcenent. The
peaceful protesters cane and went when the

event ended. Yes, a few stuck around to
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Wi tness the aftermath, but nost followed permt
policy and left without incident. The second
group, which cane with ill intentions, refused
to | eave once the event concluded. Many used
t he excuse that they weren't aware of when the
protest ended or didn't hear the police tell
themto | eave.

Counci| menbers, it took ne five seconds
to pull up a permt, which | have in ny hand,
that clearly shows the beginning and end tine
of 4:00 p.m to 6:30 p.m, with a generous
30-m nute wi ndow after to di sband fromthe
event by 7:00 p.m It is the obligation of the
protester to know when their permtted tine
concl udes, not the obligation of the police to
tell them Albeit, the police tried over and
over. lgnorance of the law, or in this case,
the policies of the permt, is no excuse.
Thousands of us watched on Facebook Live and
could clearly hear the police over the |oud
speakers for over an hour asking the group to
di sband.

So how do we know for sure this second
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group was ill-intended? The ones that refused
to leave? It was brought to ny attention that
a fewcurious fliers were circul ati ng around
speci al nmedia sites throughout our city, one
entitled Protesting Safely, and another,
Protest Digital Security Guide, both of which |
Wil submt to you with proof, if necessary,
that the fliers indeed were posted on | ocal
soci al nedi a pages.

Now, if you want to be peaceful, then you
act peacefully; correct? For one, you don't
need -- you don't need protest attendees
calling thensel ves nedics, which they are not,
prepared to care for injured people. You don't
conme for -- to a peaceful protest equi pped for
a fight, as these fliers clearly suggest, that
a confrontation is immnent. |f your
intentions are indeed peaceful, then you abide
by the permt policies and act accordingly.
Therefore, there is no need for a security
gui de.

Let's go over what these security guides

that circul ated around suggest. Don't wear
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your contact |enses. Bring bandages and first
aid supplies or water for when you're tear
gassed. Earplugs to protect you -- your ears
fromloud noises. Perhaps |ike the firecracker
that was thrown in HPD s direction June 3rd?
Goggl es to protect your eyes fromrubber
bul l ets, and gl oves to protect your hands from
tear gas. Tie your hair up in a bun and wite
emer gency contacts on your arm

Now, here's the real kicker. Wen you go
to a peaceful protest, you should encrypt your
phone so that the cops can't see where you are
in a crowd, or purchase a burner phone and
di sabl e face and touch ID. D sable data and be
sure to turn off |ocation services and nonitor
whi ch apps you're allow ng access to so that
| ocation services -- so that your records
cannot be subpoenaed for later. Make sure you
scrub and blur faces before posting themon
soci al nedi a.

Counci | menbers, these are not actions
t aken by individuals headed to a peacef ul

protest, just in case your police departnent,
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your sheriff's departnent, Al abana Law

Enf or cenent Agency, and the FBI have al

conspi red agai nst you, and unprovoked, for no
reason at all, they begin to attack you. The
fact is, these fliers circulated the week of
the protest to teach ill-intentioned attendees
how to prepare for a fight with | aw
enforcenent. Plain as the nose on our face.
And that's what they intended to do.

HPD had every legal right to serve and

protect, first and forenost, the innocent |ives

of this city, our property, our businesses, and

our public spaces. Wich, by the way, did you

know t hat a random man was wal ki ng t hrough

downtown with an automatic rifle and two

magazi nes full of bullets strapped to his

belts. Those snipers, they woul d' ve saved your

life had he opened fire. Thank you, snipers.

" mgrateful beyond words that we're not just

another city that was torched, |ooted, and

vandal i zed by these ill-intended protesters.
So, you've asked, what could HPD have done

differently? As far as | can see, they
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responded within their legal limts. However,
it may be that our city council can anend the
policy's permt holders that, in addition to
the permt, all materials, advertisenents, and
soci al nedia posts nust clearly state a

begi nning and end tinme and any other pertinent
policies so that the "we didn't know' excuse is
never used agai n.

I n concl usion, thank you, council nenbers,
for listening. And thank you again Huntsville
Pol i ce Departnment and Chief McMurray for
continuing to serve and protect the citizens of
Huntsville even in the face of such adversity.

M5. GUERRIERI: Your tine is up.

CARRI E COAN:  Thank you

M5. GUERRI ERI: Thank you for com ng.

MR. LITTLE: Thank you.

M5. GUERRIERI: W had scheduled in a
ten-mnute break at this point in
preparation -- | think it was going to be at
11: 00 Do we want to continue until 11:00 or
t ake our break now? We'Il continue until

11: 00. Next is M. Joshua Heard.
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JOSHUA HEARD: My nane is Joshua Heard.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Wl cone.

JOSHUA HEARD: H E-A-R-D. Thank you.
Firstly, I would like to thank the menbers of
the council for allowing ne this tine to speak
and the prudence of these hearings. | would
also like to preface ny remarks with the fact
that |1've served as a | aw enforcenent
prof essi onal for roughly 20 years. | have
master's degrees in both crimnology and
crimnal psychol ogy, as well as sociocul tural
ant hropology. |'ma recogni zed subject matter
expert in several |aw enforcenent areas. So
while |I'mspeaking to you today as a private
citizen and expressing my personal opinions,

t hey are opinions based on extensive know edge

and professional experience. Wile there are a

great many things that I wish to speak to --

speak on to this council, I will limt nyself

to brief remarks on topic -- relatively brief.
Regardi ng the protest events which took

pl ace in June of this year, and concerning the

actions and conduct of Huntsville Police
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Departnent, as well as supporting |aw
enforcenent agencies at those events, | have
personal friends, acquai ntances, professional
associ ates who were all present at the protest
events of the week of June 3rd. And |'ve

revi ewed hours of video footage, listened to or
read first-, second-, and third-hand
accountings of the events. |It's understandable
that many of the attendees in these events had
never been to a thing -- to an event that
ultimately invol ved the use of snoke, riot
control agents, pepper spray, visual
denonstrations of presence, and the |like, by

| aw enf or cenent.

It's al so understandabl e that perception
of events and the police presence and actions
can be clouded by the enptionality of the
situation, as well as biases and sone ot her
i nfl uences. This has not been hel ped by
m si nformati on, anecdotal evidence, and
anti-police sentinent expressed nationally and
locally prior to, during, and after these

events.
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Responsibility for the events of the
evening can't and shouldn't be placed solely
with the Huntsville Police Departnent or its
supporting | aw enforcenent counterparts. Wile
the officially organi zed and sancti oned
activity was without significant incident, it
was the subsequent actions of |ingering persons
that elicited the responses froml aw
enforcenment. Sone m ght view those | aw
enforcenent responses as inappropriate or
excessi ve, but based on the situation, |
believe it was the actions by |aw enforcenent,
as well as sonme of the nore responsible nenbers
of the community that were in attendance, that
prevented this |lawful protest from evol ving
into sonething that could' ve significantly had
negative inpacts on the people present, as well
as our l|local communities, business
infrastructure, et cetera.

There are many people who want to vilify
the police, who want to perpetuate narratives
that police and policing are problens

nationally and locally. That |aw enforcenent
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is antiquated or an obsol ete construct that is
no | onger necessary or sonehow harnful or
detrinmental to progress in our country and our
area. That's sinply not the case. Wether
peopl e want to acknow edge it or not, the
overwhel m ng preponderance of facts and

evi dence denonstrates that US police and
policing, including those in the

Hunt svi |l | e/ Madi son County area, are not
nonsters to be feared or vilified or

vanqui shed.

Police and policing is about nore than
just law enforcenent and public safety. They
are an inval uabl e and foundational part of our
communi ties and society, nationally and
| ocally. They have grown with us as a nation.
Not apart fromus, but as part of us. Crine
prevention and reduction, safer school
initiatives, mtigation and prevention of
gangs, conbating terrorism sexual assault
prevention and response, comunity-oriented
pol i ci ng, advancenents in forensic science,

addressing human trafficking, drug
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interdiction, evidence and intelligence-based
policing, disaster preparedness and response,
et cetera, are all a small portion of the
t hi ngs that have benefited every single nenber
of our nation and this comunity. Al of its
citizens, regardless of race, ethnicity,
ancestry, or any other factor. Because the
police are part of this comunity, they serve
this community. And nore than that, they are
menbers of this comunity.

Huntsville Police Departnent is, in ny
opi nion, an exceptional city police departnent
because its | eadership and its nenbers
understand those things. And it is ny belief
that during the events in question, the police
departnent acted within the standards of
obj ective reasonabl eness and Constitutionality.
So while policing isn't perfect, neither is
society. And the only way that we're going to
be better and to do better is to do so together
w th nutual support and cooperation as a
community. A house divided against itself

cannot stand. Thank you for your tine.
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M5. GUERRI ERI: Thank you for com ng.
Has Ms. Kunkle conme in? kay. Next is Karen
Reed.

KAREN REED: Okay. Hi, |'m Karen Reed.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Wl cone.

KAREN REED: And I'mglad to be here.
Boy, there are a ot of smart, well-spoken
people in this group. | hope everybody has
|istened to them today because it's been
amazing to ne. |It's opened ny eyes to a | ot.
And | want to thank everybody that did speak
today. And | want to thank y'all for doing
this for our community. | knowit's a |ong,
arduous, and hi ke where you' re headi ng.

But | grew up here, been here since 1969,
before the conputer and before anything was
four-1aned, and when Bail ey Cove was two-I|anes.
| went to Gissom and then | went Auburn. And
then | got in a mxed marriage and marri ed
sonebody that went to Alabama. But that's
okay.

Anyway, | just wanted to tell you that |

used to be a forner special ed teacher, and |
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tried to teach ny children -- | taught |ots of
children that were fromvarying hones, |ow
i ncome, Mason Court, and various -- Butler
Terrace. And | tried to teach those kids to
respect authority. | saw that a | ot of ny boys
were going to get in trouble. | had a boy that
| taught in high school that told ne he woul d
kill sonmebody for a hundred dollars. And I
told him do nme a favor. Call nme. 1'IlIl give
you a hundred dollars not to. He ended up
being a great guy, ended up having a wonderful
job, and | think it was because of our
community. | think we gave hima | ot of
opti ons.

|"mhere to say this: | was proud as |
could be that the protesters wanted to protest,
and | was proud that they were peaceful, mnus
a few bad eggs, which we will -- like the young
man before ne just said, not everybody's great
in society. But Huntsville Police Departnent
did what | think was right. They gave them
pl enty of cushion tinme, and then they needed to

just say, it's time to go hone.
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And so | would just like to say thank you

to y'all again and to the Huntsville PD for a
job well done, in ny opinion.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Thank you for com ng.

KAREN REED: Thank you for having ne.

M5. GUERRIERI: Next is Lakin Crunmp. |
hope | pronounced that correctly.

LAKIN CRUMP: Hell o, council nmenbers.
am Laki n Crunp.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Wl cone.

LAKIN CRUMP: |1'mglad to be here today.

|"m here today in support of the Huntsville
Police Departnent, Police Chief Mark MMirray,
Mayor Battle, and all the | aw enforcenent

of ficers that worked so hard to keep Huntsville
safe during the recent protests. |I'mhere to
bear witness to what | saw on June 3rd. As |
was driving downtown around 5:45 p.m, ny
sister and | witnessed a male in his early 20s
at the corner of Gates and G een Street bent
over, placing an object in the bushes of the
house. W took pictures of the incident. Wen

he saw that we were watching and taking
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pi ctures, he wal ked towards WIIlians Avenue.

We foll owed himwhere he -- where we w tnessed
hi m changi ng clothes on the sidewal k. He also
carried wwth hima long netal cane, even though
no obvious injury, handicap, or walking

i mpedi nment .

After the individual wal ked away, we
notified two police officers of what we had
seen, and then we drove back around to notify
t he honeowners where the object had been
hi dden. While only a large role of toilet
paper was found, we were very nuch aware from
news reports that itenms such as this had been
used as to start fires in the street and to
burn down busi nesses by saturating it in a
fl ammabl e substance such as kerosene.

| do not pretend to know what this
particular individual's intent was, but | do
know he fit the description of an instigator,
and his behavior was suspici ous and suggested
the sane. | have forwarded these pictures to
the HPD and wll forward to the council as

well. | wanted to cone today to share ny story
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and give full support of all the | aw
enforcenment agencies in keeping Huntsville
safe. Thank you.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Thank you for com ng.
At this tine, we're going to take a ten-mnute

br eak.

(At which tine, a brief recess was

t aken.)

M5. GUERRIERI: Ckay. Thank you. Qur
next speaker is Tricia Mirray.

TRICIA MJURRAY: Ch, sorry. M nane is
Tricia Murray, and |'m here to speak in support
of -- I"'msorry?

M5. GUERRI ERI: Wl cone.

TRI CI A MURRAY: Ch, thank you so nuch.
My nane is Tricia Murray, and |I'm here to speak
in support of the police departnent and Chi ef
MMirray. | live in Ad Town, just a few
bl ocks fromthe courthouse square, and | am a
life-long resident of Huntsville. M famly

has |ived here since the 1850s, so | have deep
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enotions for our city.
As all of you know, |eading up to June
3rd, there had been Black Lives Matter protests
all across the country and even in our state.
That had started off peacefully and turned
violent as day faded to night. As darkness
fell, protesters becane incited and began to
riot -- assaulting innocent bystanders and even
journalists. Burglarizing, |ooting, burning
busi nesses, defacing buildings and nmonunents
wth graffiti, blocking traffic, breaking
wi ndows, and vandal i zi ng dozens of busi nesses.
Al'l of that I've just nentioned happened
in Birmngham just days before June 3rd. Yes,
95 mles south of here and on the sanme night,
just up the road, protesters set fire to a
court house. Again, under the cover of
darkness. All of this was very concerning to
nme. | was also hearing fromny | ocal sources
and social nedia that these sane people, ANTIFA
and Bl ack Lives Matter, were planning on being
here for the NAACP rally on June 3rd.

| was concerned such that on June 2nd, |
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pl aced a call to ny councilwoman, Francis
Akridge. To her credit, she returned ny phone
call and called to assure ne that our police
departnent was not going to | et happen here
what had happened in Bi rm ngham and t hese ot her
cities. She told nme that our police
departnent, with other -- FBlI and ot her

agenci es, were being very proactive and were

al ready here on the ground collecting
intelligence and were aware of these
out-of-state and ot her professional instigators
and their plans. Hearing this made ne feel
nore at ease.

The next norning, June 3rd, | sat on ny
porch and watched as several of ny nei ghbors
par aded by going down to protest. But there
were al so people that passed by that | didn't
recogni ze. There were cars from Tennessee,
Georgia, Texas, and Florida on nmy street. But
| was conforted in knowing that the police were
stationed on ny street and surroundi ng streets,
too. | have no doubt that the professiona

instigators were present. |'ve watched over
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seven hours of footage of the event of June 3rd
fromAL. com VWHNT, and ot hers.

After the NAACP rally, there were people
with all kinds of signs saying, F the police
and scream ng sane and worse. At approximately
7:10, 40 mnutes after the NAACP permt had
expired, with Jefferson Street conpletely
bl ocked by protesters, and you can hear the
police order the crowd to disperse. Mny left,
but hundreds stayed. The sun officially set at
7:56 on June 3rd. At 8:00 p.m, one and a half
hours after the rally permt had expired and
several attenpts by |aw enforcenent to di sperse
the crowd by announcenents, noise tactics, and
snoke, Jefferson was still conpletely bl ocked
by protesters. Sone even kneeling in the
m ddl e of the street.

It was at this tine that the troopers from
ALEA drove in to help clear the street and
further disperse the crowmd. As they drove in,
protesters becane nore violent. You can see on
the video, there were people throw ng bottles

and ot her objects at the troopers and even
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running out to physically kick their cars as
they drove by. They were tossing rental bikes
about and still in the streets yelling
obscenities at our |aw enforcenent.

It is my opinion that the police showed
great restraint throughout the evening. But
after being verbally and physically assaul ted
by the unlawful assenbly of protesters a ful
hour and a half after the permt had expired
and wth night fast approaching, the police
t ook appropriate action to quickly disperse the
crowd and secure the streets wth nonletha
nmeans.

Qur Constitution protects the right to
speak and assenble freely, but it provides no
right to commt violence or defy |awful orders.
The citizens and busi ness owners of Huntsville
shoul d be grateful to Chief McMurray and his
departnent for their professional and steadfast
defense of the rule of law. | support Chief
McMurray and the police departnent.

| have a speech to submt to you with ny

references fromthe videos, and | al so have an
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article fromthe Wall Street Journal that talks
about how systematic racismis a nyth. | would
like to present that to you if you would Iike
it.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Thank you very nuch for
com ng. One of our nenbers, M. Bentley, had
to | eave on an energency, so | just wanted to
nmention that. And he will be review ng the
rest of this neeting when it's posted online.

Qur next speaker is Barry Garrison. Has
Ms. Kunkl e cone in?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | haven't seen
her, no.

M5. GUERRIERI: Ckay. Next is Paul
Bryant .

HALL BRYANT, JR.: Thank you so nuch for
letting ne be here. MW nane is Hall B. Bryant,
Jr.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Wl cone.

HALL BRYANT, JR: | want to thank ny
daughter, Tricia, and ny niece, Lakin. Geat
job. Geat job. And | want to thank y'all for

being in the arena.
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| don't know if any has ever held public
office, but you're as close as you're ever
going to get, because you'll find out people
will lie, they will msrepresent facts, they
will tell facts, and they will tell them as
they saw them and sonme will tell the truth
But that's why you're paid this great salary,
to be able to separate those.

MR REITZEL: Double it.

HALL BRYANT, JR: As | said, ny nane is

Hall B. Bryant, Jr., and ny famly has lived in

Hunt svill e and Madi son County for 200 years.

We have seen it all, participated in it -- the
good, the bad, the not so bad. | stand by and
amvery proud of heritage. | have seen nmany

changes. 99 percent of them good. Thank you
for affording this opportunity. This is why
we're here. This is the United States of
Anmerica. Everybody should be able to speak.
Firstly, I want to thank all the | aw

enforcenent officers, officials, and personnel,

especially the Cty of Huntsville, Chief Police

Mark McMurray and his assistants, Kirk Gles
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and Corey Harris, as well as the Mdison County
Sheriff Kevin Turner, Chief Deputies Eddi e Houk
and Stacy Bates.

The word "police" first appeared in print
in the dictionary in 1589. The departnent of
governnent concerned primarily w th maintaining
order, safety, health, and enforcenent of | aws,
and processing executive and judicial and
| egi sl ative power; the departnent of governnent
charged with prevention, detection, and
prosecution of public nuisances and crine.

John Adans, in the 1770s, used this
expression: "Governnent of |aws rather than

nen. It's sinple. In a free society,
governnent rules nust be fixed and
understandable. It's sinple. Nor can
governnent rules be formul ated or changed by
the whimof man. | was fortunate to watch and
listen as Huntsville Police Chief Mark
McMurray, assisted by his departnent heads,
presented a conplete review of the Huntsville

Police Departnment. It was the best

presentation |'ve ever been witness to froma
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city, county, or state agency. It presented an
i n-depth review of the past problens and
procedures, the present problens and
procedures, the future problens and procedures.

In the present and future training review,
training was a top priority. Each departnent
head stressed that training and revi ew was nost
i nportant. The chief enphasized hiring and the
top standards that it takes to be accepted into
the Police Acadeny and how nmany applicants are
washed out. But he nust maintain that standard
and be wary of critical interest and change.

Being a past city council nenber, | can
appreciate his task of running a good
departnent and hiring and naintaining at its
best. As you have seen in Birm ngham
Portl and, M nnesota, Wsconsin, Louisville,
St. Louis, and Atlanta, when politics gets
involved in an operation, it breaks the strong
chain of command that is necessary to nmaintain
or der.

It is the job of the elected official to

nmoni tor, support, and push for constant change
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and reformto all city departnents. It is an
adm ni stration job to nmake sure that political
deci si ons do not hinder police work in

mai ntai ning | aw and order and protection of its
citizens. | have been in business all ny life.
| think two expressions nmake or break a
business. It's the sane with governnent. Pl an
your work, work your plan, be ready to revise,
and perception is always reality.

A policeman or a fireman are speci al
people. They love their job. Their pay is at
the bottomof the list. They don't care.
They'd give their life for it. They run
strai ght ahead into the danger. They're
trained to handl e situations.

The city and council -- and city and
county had planned their work well before the
di st urbance downtown. They had reviewed their
intelligence. They knew what they were up
against. They had plans for two scenari os;
peaceful, or unruly and property destruction.
They worked their plan. Property destruction

was at a mninmum Nunber two, they took charge
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early. Nunmber three, they let it be known that
they would not tolerate insurrection and
destruction. People were hurt. No one wants
that. But when you becone a part of a nob,
rather if you're innocent or not, you receive
t he puni shnment dealt to the nob. The officers
and | aw enforcenent personnel knew they had the
backing to do their job.
MIlions of dollars in destruction and

| ooti ng have been incurred in Portl and,
M nnesota, Wsconsin, Louisville, St. Louis,
New York and Birm ngham And the cost is over
12 mllion in Birm ngham al one.

M5. GUERRIERI: M. Bryant, your tinme is
up.

HALL BRYANT, JR: Al right.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Thank you very nuch for
com ng.

HALL BRYANT, JR : Thank you.

MR. LITTLE: Thank you.

M5. GUERRIERI: Next is -- well let's go
back and see, has Barry Garrison cone in?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  No.
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M5. GUERRIERI: Chad Chavez? W are
running a little bit ahead of schedul e.
Mel anie Murray? Beth Moore? W'I| cone back
to the others.

BETH MOORE: Good norning. M nane is
Bet h Moor e.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Wl cone.

BETH MOORE: And | live in District 2.
Thank you for allowing nme to speak this
nor ni ng.

| am here in support of our Huntsville

Police Departnent. M/ husband and | have
called Huntsville our home for 40 years. And
we believe that during this tine, the
Huntsvill e Police Departnent has been bal anced
with enforcing our |aws and keepi ng our
community safe. | do not ever recall a protest
i ke the one that occurred in June during the
time that we have lived here. [|If ny
recollection is correct, HPD has not had the
experience of dealing wth what occurred during
the nost recent protest. Yet, | believe that

the police departnent's efforts to keep the
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June protest in order, while allow ng the
participants' voices to be heard, were
appropri ate.

My understandi ng of the facts is that the
protesters violated the agreed-to end tinme of
the permt. And fromthe |ive coverage that |
wat ched on Facebook Live and TV that night, |
believe the Huntsville Police Departnent acted
appropriately and with restraint. There's no
doubt in ny mnd the protesters transitioned
fromsinply wanting to be heard, to civil
m sconduct. | will continue to back our Bl ue
and hope you will do the sane. Thank you.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Thank you for com ng.
Shawn Estes?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | haven't seen
hi m here, but | know who you are | ooking for.

M5. GUERRIERI: W're a little ahead of
schedul e.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  Yes.

M5. GUERRIERI: W'IlIl cone back. Paige

Manz? Angela Curry?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: She's on her way.
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M5. GUERRIERI: Ckay. Let's -- let ne
just call the nanes. |f soneone is here, they
can go ahead and speak. Jordan Steel man?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Al so on his way.
He's supposed to be here at 12:15.

M5. GUERRIERI: Emmma St eel man?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  12: 15.

M5. GUERRIERI: Paul HII1?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: He's not com ng.

M5. GUERRIERI: John G eco and Bob
Baccus?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: He'll be here at
12:30 p.m | believe 12:30, John G eco.

M5. GQUERRIERI: Let's take a five- or
ten-m nute break and | et our schedule catch up
with the tine.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  Thank you.

(At which tinme, a brief recess was

t aken.)

M5. GUERRIERI: Ckay. Let's go down our

list again of people that we may have m ssed.
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Abby Kunkl e. Does anyone know if M. Kunkle is
com ng?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | don't know, and
| don't see her here yet.

M5. GUERRIERI: Ckay. Barry Grrison?
Chad Chavez? M. Chavez?

CHAD CHAVEZ: Hello. M nane is Chad
Chavez. | live in District 3.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Wl cone.

CHAD CHAVEZ: Thank you. Thank you for
having nme today. | know that you continue to
spend a | ot of volunteer tine, both here and
outsi de of these neetings, and we appreciate
the opportunity to speak to you in a city that

is increasingly restricting citizen's rights to

address -- redress per their First Amendnent
rights.
Last time | spoke to you, | cane

presenting the fear that | felt exercising ny
rights in the environnent created by Chief
McMurray. | spoke to you about how novel the
sni pers, the drones, the waiting riot cops were

conpared to every other protest that |'ve ever
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been to. | told you about sitting down with ny
fiancée before the protest to discuss the need
for her to get behind ne if the police opened
fire so that she wouldn't be at risk of being
bl i nded, or worse. That enotional appeal
apparently was not as noving as | had hoped.
There's been people on this commttee and in
this neeting that expressed the demands for |aw
and order. So | cane today to speak nore to
t he | aw.

As has been covered, the permt tinmes of
t he event were changed nere hours before the
event. This was after the police chief and
Madi son's sheriff's office both confirned the
time was from5:00 to 8:00 p.m in the nedia
So let's talk about the law. Section 23-205 of
the Huntsville City Code specifies that an
organi zed event nmay be term nated or speci al
event permt revoked the day of an event
Wi thout prior witten notice if the mayor, the
chief, the fire chief, or event adm ni strator
determ nes that, Section 1, revocation or

termnation is in the interest of the i med ate
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public safety because of fire, casualty, act of
nature, or a public energency. Wre any of
these netrics nmet? | sawno fire, no
casual ties, no tornadoes, and no active public
energency. Merely suspicions driven by a
police chief follow ng suspicious nedia.
Section 2 addresses the conduct of the
event violating applicable | aw, including
provi sions that result in secondary harm
And section 3 covers the breach of peace
occurring or if the nature of a riot has
occurred. Both of these standards can only be
met when the event actually begins. So, again,
no threshold was nmet for the revocation of the
permt.
| f the chief had chosen to alter the
permt md-event, per the directives of Section
2, Section B allows for the opportunity for
cure, which there's no evidence was provided to
the NAACP. If they wanted people out of the
street, they could have given themthe
opportunity to renove thenselves fromthe

si dewal k before the order to disperse.

ALABAMA
COURT REPORTING




© 0 N oo o s~ w NP

[EEN
o

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

Huntsville City Council Resolution No. 20-487

70

So failing to neet these standards, | went
to look at Police Chief McMurray's order to
di sperse. The reasoning given differed. Sone
representatives described it as preenptive with
the fear that falling night could cause
escal ation. That's not enough to inpede on
peopl e's First Anmendnent rights.

Sone described it as enforcing an unl awf ul
assenbly. So we can tackle that. Al abama Code
defines the crinme of unlawful assenbly as if a
person assenbles with five or nore other
persons for the purpose of commtting -- |I'm
sorry -- for the purpose of engagi ng in conduct
constituting the crinme of riot, or if being
present in an assenbly that either has or
devel oped a purpose, he renmains there with
intent to advance that purpose.

Again, we did not see rioting that night.
The property damage that occurred cane from
pol i ce weapons used on peaceful protesters.
And, again, if they did think that there was a
riot, then why did we have representatives

presenting it as preenptive neasures? And as
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such, ariot -- a person conmts a crine of
riot, according to Al abama Code, if he
wrongfully engages in tunultuous and viol ent
conduct, and thereby intentionally or

reckl essly causes or creates grave risk in
public terror.

Again, calling the police nean nanes is
not violent. This -- however -- these
t hreshol ds went largely unnmet. Public terror
is not defined by a citizen being scared
because they saw an ACLU handout of safe
protesting. Are we really going to inpose on
the rights of Huntsville's citizens because
sonmeone is scared of the word, nedic? Because
a citizens she saw the word Marxi st on the
Bl ack Lives Matter website, despite a cursory
Googl e search proving that to be untrue?

So what Chief McMurray -- what did Chief
McMurray actually charge people with? Most
were disorderly conduct on the grounds that
they refused a lawful order to disperse.
Agai n, we've seen how the chief did not act in

a lawful manner to dism ss a protest that he
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was personal ly agai nst.

So the problemis bigger than just one
protest. You have a police chief who's willing
to act |lawl essly to suppress speech he doesn't
like. He changes pernmits at a whnimto justify
kettling protesters. He came to city counci
to slander citizens who were not at the event
but had criticized police brutality online. So
it's -- | know we're here to speak about these
i ndi vidual protests, but really, if we
aren't -- if we care about |aw and order, and |
understand that a | ot of people here do, those
| aws shoul d al so apply to the police chief.
Thank you.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Thank you. Thank you,
M. Chavez. Thank you for comng. Next is
Mel anie Murray. Not here? Shawn Estes?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | don't see him
her e.

M5. GUERRIERI: Not here? Paige Manz?
We're really running early now. Angela Curry?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: She's on her way

still,
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M5. GUERRI ERI: Ckay. Bob Baccus?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  Yes, nmm'am
These face masks don't work with hearing aids.

M5. GUERRIERI: They can be difficult.

BOB BACCUS: Ckay. M nanme is Bob

Baccus.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Wl cone.

BOB BACCUS: Thank you. At the previous
neeting of this commttee, | was the only

person who spoke up in support of the mayor,
the police chief, and | aw enforcenent. Today,

| amglad to see that the silent majority is
showi ng up and speaking. Thank you. | am here
today to praise sone of the protesters, the
officers of the NAACP. The NAACP officers
obtai ned a permt, conducted their organized
neeting, gave their speeches, did their

mar chi ng, and when the pernmt expired, they
ended their neeting. They left. They foll owed
the instructions on the permt, and they

foll owed the instructions of the Huntsville
police. Although, | may not agree with

everything they said in their speeches, |
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comend them for follow ng the instructions on
the permt and the instructions of the police.
They conducted a peaceful protest, and I wl]l
defend their right to do that.

The protesters who refused to disperse,
who stayed and refused to follow the
instructions on the permt and the instructions
of the police, | do not praise. | do not
defend. They di sobeyed police instructions.
They shoul d suffer the consequences. If we
break the law today or if we deliberately
di sobey the instructions of police and | aw
enforcenment officers, we will suffer the
consequences. The instructions that the
Huntsvill e Police Departnent gave were clear,
easy to understand, and easy to carry out.
There was no instruction they gave that could
not have been easily carried out, imediately
carried out. These peopl e disobeyed the police
instructions. They should realize that what
they did was wong, and they know there wll be
consequences for disobeying the police.

|, along wiwth the majority of ny
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nei ghbors, ny friends, and the mgjority of
Hunt svi |l | e busi nesses that | have contact ed,
support Mayor Battle, Chief McMiurray, and the
Huntsvill e Police Departnent 100 percent.
Thank you for ny tinme.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Thank you for com ng.
Jordan Steel man?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  12: 15.

M5. GUERRIERI: Ckay. W're going to
ahead and nove to the people that signed up
today. | do believe they are here. And we
will conme back to those in the actual sign-up
sheet, so no one is going to be m ssed.

M. Doug Seay?

DOUG SEAY:  Seay.

MS. GUERRIERI: Seay. Sorry.

DOUG SEAY: H . M nane is Doug Seay

M5. GUERRI ERI: Wl cone.

DOUG SEAY: Thank you. The -- it's a
weird nane. It sounds like the third letter
t he al phabet, but it takes four letters to
spell it because | cone froma long |line of

very poor spellers. | was not born in

go

in
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Huntsville. And for a long tine, except for ny
children, | did not neet anyone born in
Huntsville after | noved here. Been here
al nost 50 years now. But | amnot trained in
civics and governnent and those sorts of
t hi ngs, or psychology or the soft sciences. |
focused on physics and math. | chased facts.
| appreciate facts. | can rely on facts.
Sonetines they're very hard to determne. M
col | eagues and | spent way too nuch tine trying
to pin down a shock wave speed one tine.
But -- so | enjoy when -- | can respect a
speaker's adherence to provabl e,
acknow edgeabl e facts. | attended a neeting
after -- | did not attend or participate in the
protest. Sonme nmay be good. Sone nmay be bad.
| have no direct evidence to render, so | wll
restrict nmy comrents to facts that | know
about .

In a neeting, broadly based nultiracial,
multireligious faiths represented, people from
all over the Cty of Huntsville and sonme from

Madi son County were present, and there was a
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| ack of candor on the part of the police, that
representative that spoke, in that he spoke of
just bean bags, not rubber bullets. He spoke
of no tear gas being used. It was -- | nearly
said capsaicin. It was pepper spray, which is
concentrated capsaicin. So now, that is --
that may be true, but it's so msleading. It
draws one to wonder why one woul d express

hi msel f that way. |f your neighbor put a --
what he called a nondiscrimnatory poison on
your lawn and said it wasn't particularly
Roundup. It wasn't Roundup. It wasn't
Roundup, you know. But it killed your |awn.
Capsaicin, in concentrated form is very,

very -- it inmmobilizes people just as badly and
for a longer period of tine than does the tear
gas fromyears back. So it's not a mnor

t hi ng.

The bean bags are not a child's toy that
we toss on a holiday toward a target out in our
backyard. You know, these are called pill ows,
but they're small bags with rubber-coated BBs.

Those are rubber-coated netal objects. You
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could characterize themas BBs. But
nonet hel ess, they're not called rubber bullets.
If this group would, | would be so pleased

to read your findings and concl usions that
dwell on the facts and reflect the facts in
your conclusions. | would greatly respect
that. Thank you so nmuch for hearing ne.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Thank you for com ng.
W're going to return nowto the |ist of people
that had signed up previously. ['ll run down
all of the names and then -- in order not to
m ss anyone. Abby Kunkl e?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | still don't see
her here.

M5. GUERRIERI: Not here? kay. Barry
Garrison? Melanie Murray? Shawn Estes?

SHAWN ESTES: Yes, that's ne.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Shawn Estes? Oh, yes.

SHAWN ESTES: | gave ny experience at
the | ast neeting.

M5. GUERRIERI: M. Estes, would you
gi ve your nane before you start, please?

SHAVWN ESTES: Sean Estes.
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M5. GUERRI ERI: Thank you. Wl cone.
SHAWN ESTES: | gave ny experience at

the | ast neeting. | would |ike ask you provide
a new nedium for those offering testinony to
not have to do it in a roomfull of caneras.
Do you have a way to ask questions or seek
clarification fromthose offering testinony? |
thi nk the answer to both those questions are
no, and that's disappointing. | submtted ny
vi deo and one phot ograph. Have you all | ooked
at that? Can | reference it here effectively?
| think probably not. It was a screenshot of
six different video clips | took regardi ng one
trooper. It was a trooper standing in the
bushes on the southwest corner of the
court house.

So we're here to tal k about violations of
our rights; correct? That's what HPCAC i s
review ng. Because the trooper that -- | sent
pictures with six different videos; right? One
screenshot | circled where he was in the
screenshot. Very easy for you to | ook at,

identify, associate. Every few m nutes, he
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woul d nenace his assault rifle. You understand
what | nean when | say nenace; right? He would
poi nt his weapon at peaceful protesters,
trained on themw th itchy fingers. He would
stand up and pick out targets out of the crowd
to point his assault rifle at. It was -- it
was extreme intimdation. He was -- he was
obvi ously hoping to incite sonething. And this
is atrooper. A state trooper. Law

enf or cenent .

Can you i magi ne that being done to you,
where you don't react; right? You don't react
to the guy pointing the assault rifle at you,
| ooki ng very eager to fire. | didn't know what
yel l ow tape on his munitions nmeant back then.
The guy wanted -- the guy wanted action. He
want ed reaction. He wanted an excuse to shoot.
And that's not |aw and order. Law and order
requi res accountability, which is why we're
here today.

Like | said before, this does feel |like a
little bit of a dog-and-pony show. Not trying

to be disrespectful because we al ready know
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what happened. When McMurray said he was going

to start shooting people before nightfall no
matter what, that's case closed. Failing to
hol d the | aw enforcenent accountable at this
time is begging for |awsuits.
So | say again, if they wanted to di sperse

a crowd, why was the LRAD, the |ong-range
acoustic device, not used for voice
anplification. | assuned the police wanted to
play wwth their toys, as |'ve heard other
peopl e say. They wanted riot gear and show of
force. There were kids down there nostly. |If
you want | aw and order, you nust hold | aw
enf orcenment accountable and to high standards
of justice. Until then, and with sorrow for
this city, I"'mlooking forward to the |awsuits
pendi ng agai nst the City of Huntsville.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Thank you for com ng.
Pai ge Manz? Next is Angela Curry.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: On her way.

M5. GUERRIERI: Let nme just run the
names down here before we go to the ones that

signed up today. Jordan Steel nan? Emma?
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Jordan? kay. Please state your nane.

JORDAN STEELLMAN: My nane is Jordan
St eel man.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Wl cone.

JORDAN STEELLMAN: Today | intend to
enphasi ze ny two nost critical concerns about
the first week in June. One, the inability of
| aw enforcenent to fairly assess the
situational threat level in realtine and
respond accordingly. And two, unequal
treatnment of citizens protesting on a
day- by-day basis. Law enforcenent starts with
t he basic understanding of the law. In the
June 18th city council special session, Chief
McMurray canme to his decision to use |ess
| ethal force and chem cal weapons to disperse
the crowds on June 1st and 3rd was based in the
decision to maintain public safety. MMirray
states he has the discretion to declare an
unl awf ul assenbly and thus can use force, if
necessary, to end such an assenbly.

Let's explore what an unlawful assenbly

really is. Crimnal Code 13A-11-5: A person
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commits a crime of unlawful assenbly if he
assenbles wth five or nore persons for the
pur pose of engaging in conduct constituting the
crime of riot. Crimnal Code 13A-11-3: A
person comrits the crinme of riot if, with five
or nore other persons, he wongfully engages in
t unul t uous and vi ol ent conduct, and thereby
intentionally or recklessly causes or creates a
grave risk of public terror or alarm Tumnult
is defined as a turbulent uprising. Violent is
defined as, quote, marked by the use of usually
harnful or destructive physical force.

|"ve submtted 158 files, photos, and
vi deos that showed various parts of each
protest that week, June 1st, 3rd, and 5th.
Upon viewing this nedia, you'll consistently
notice, citizens are mad -- yelling, marching
and standing around and listening to
influential Huntsville -- Huntsvillian | eaders
speak on police brutality. These citizens are
awful Iy, nonviolently assenbling per the First
Amendnment. There's no tumult or violence on

any day, period, until the police escal ated
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their use of force.

So regarding ny first concern, if HPD did
not observe the crowd acting in a way
consistent with the legal definition of a riot,
why did they escalate their use of force and
how did they | egally declare an unl awf ul
assenbl y?

On June 18th, McMurray goes on to say,
there are many grave risks to public safety,

i ncl udi ng guns and weapons in crowds, crimnal
m schi ef, and sidewal ks and roadways bei ng

bl ocked. MMiurray al so states that individuals
wi th guns and weapons were handl ed on an

i ndi vidual basis. That the crimnal mschief
anounted to wal ki ng past sone snmall wooden
barri cades on the courthouse steps, and that

t he sidewal ks and roads were bl ocked. |In
reality, they were bl ocked by HPD cruisers.

So if the actual threats, individuals wth
guns and weapons, were handl ed appropri ately,
why was the assenbly not treated with the sane
| evel of discretion? This inability to discern

threats and actions of an individual fromthe

ALABAMA
COURT REPORTING




© 0 N oo o s~ w NP

[EEN
o

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

Huntsville City Council Resolution No. 20-487

85

threats and actions of a crowd led to police to
usi ng excessive force. The decision to use
force created neasurably nore danger in injury
to citizens and, at the sane tine, confirned to
the protesters that police wll
indiscrimnately use force agai nst them

My second concern is sinple: HPD s
treatnment of protests has varied day by day.
May 30th, this was a nonpermtted peacef ul
protest with sidewal ks bei ng bl ocked and
citizens praying. No police force was used.
June 1st, this was a nonpermtted protest of a
simlar size as May 30th with simlarly
i ntended actions of a simlar group of people.
Excessive police force was used to di sperse the
crowd. June 3rd, this was a permtted rally
where a march took place simlarly to May 3rd
and June 1st with a simlar group of people
wth a simlar nessage an intent. Oficers
were in full riot gear with snipers actively
scopi ng protesters and equi pped with fully
aut omati ¢ weapon pl atforns.

Finally, June 5th, this was a nonpermtted
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protest, simlar to May 30th and June 1st, wth
t he sane nessage and action by the protesters.
No | aws were broken. Fully armed Madi son
County sheriff's officers and heavily armed HPD
officers were stationed all around the square
and the courthouse. No police force was used.
So ny question is: |If protesters were
relatively consistent in behavior, why was
police response so inconsistent? The only
di rect answer that's been provided, again, in
the June 18th special session where McMirray
explains his intel for each event. My 30th,
zero intel was presented, mnus a phone cal
fromcounterprotesters. June 1lst, nost of the
intel presence revolves around M. 27 and a
coupl e of Facebook comments. \What MMirray
failed to say is that the sane M. 27 was at
the protest on May 30th, where sonehow he was
not |isted as a danger to anyone. June 3rd,
ANTI FA was bei ng bussed into Huntsville.
Twitter nenes were nentioned. June 5th, zero
intel is provided. Again, M. 27 isn't a

concern again. ANTIFA magical |y di sappears,
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and all the scary Twitter nenes got del eted.
This is not credible, reliable, or

val uabl e i nformation provided by the chief.
And it can definitely explain the incongruous
actions taken by the departnent day-to-day that
week. This type of inconsistency in policing
is a danger to the community, and it all owed
peaceful concerned citizens to be put in harns
way unnecessarily. HPCAC, please hold the
chi ef and HPD accountable for the inconsistent,
i nept, and reckless actions. And uphold you
duty to quote: Ensure equal protection service
for all citizens.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Thank you for com ng.
Emma St eel man?

EMVA STEELLMAN. Good afternoon. M
nane i s Emma Steel nan.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Wl cone.

EMVA STEELLMAN: | attended the protest
on the 1st, but I wll not be speaking about
t hat ni ght today because we've only been given
five mnutes to speak, and that's totally

i nadequate for two nights of terror. | have
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been -- | have submtted nmy account to the
HPCAC. So if you care to read through ny
entire account, it is there.

The first thing |I did before deciding to
attend any protest was to learn ny First
Amendnent rights. I'mglad | did because the
police did not work to protect those rights
afforded the protesters. Wat |'m about to
read to you now are the police requirenents if
t hey declare and unlawful assenbly. One,

i ndi vi dual s nust receive clear and detail ed
notice of a dispersal order. Two, how nuch
time they have to disperse. Three, the
consequences of failing to disperse. Four,
what clear exit route they can follow. None of
t hose were nmade cl ear on June 3rd.

The NAACP rally event flier said the event
was until 8:00 p.m | cane with ny husband and
my two friends because, as young wor ki ng
pr of essi onal s who have made Huntsville our
honme, it was inportant for us to stand for
raci al equality and against police brutality.

After the speakers were finished, we wal ked up
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to the courthouse to begin our march |ike we
had done on the 1st. The najority of the crowd
participated in this. W were not a, quote,
unquote, different group of people having a
separate event.

What | saw when | reached the square w ||
haunt nme forever. There were snipers on the
rooftop of the courthouse pointing actual
sniper rifles at citizens who were comm tting
no crines. In what world is that okay? Do you
not think that binoculars exist for police
officers? Then the officers w apping around
t he courthouse were | oaded up wth an insane
anount of weapons and gear, even though not hi ng
had happened. They had zip-ties, neaning that
t hey were planning on meki ng nmass arrests.

They had huge orange guns al ready out, and
there were officers already in riot gear.
Again, we had commtted no crine.

It was clear what the police intentions
were. They wanted to intimdate and get their
once-i n-a-career opportunity to play with their

toys. M friends and | decided to | eave around
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7:45 because we did not feel safe. Not because
of the crowd, but because of the cops |aughing
at the crowd, taunting at us, and com ng out
with increasingly nore intense gear. Up until
we left, | heard no dispersal order, no
announcenent of how much tine we had, no
consequences of failing to disperse, and there
was not a safe and clearly nmarked exit route.
Again, no crimes had been conmmtted. The only
agi tators working people up were the police
officers. What a sobering experience it was to
realize that we were going to nmake it onto
national news. W were just going to be
another city on the internet that would further
prove that police systens in place give power
to those who can't handle it and m suse it.

We had just nade it to ny friend s house
when the cops turned our town into a war zone.
W were watching a live stream and were
nortified to be watching officers shoot
| ess-lethal rounds at people trying to | eave,
shooti ng themway too cl ose of a range,

l[istening to their screans and cries. Wile |
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was wat ching, | got a phone call. This call
was froma nother who was desperately trying to
make sure her daughter was safe. Her daughter
is a mnor and had been shot by police
officers -- shot at by police officers, had
been tear gassed, and was now trapped in a
par ki ng garage. M husband and | ran to our
car and i medi ately headed back downtown. |
was terrified. | had no clue where this child
was, and | had no clue if she has been injured.
We parked two bl ocks out of the town
square, and | instantly got choked with the
anount of tear gas that was in the air. It not
only makes it hard to breathe, but it burns
your skin. The tear gas was so thick, that,
wi thin nonents, | had a headache, and that
headache | asted for over 24 hours. | had to
throw on a jacket to cover ny clothes because |
was worried that the cops would shoot ne on
sight for wearing a shirt that said Black Lives
Matter. One officer on the outer perineter of
downtown |l et nme start wal king into the chaos.

Wi | e wal ki ng through the snoke and |i stening
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to the bangs and screans of ny fellow citizens,
| was trying to call a worried parent and
| ocate her child.

At this nonent, the reality hit nme -- |
was attenpting to rescue a mnor fromny own
police departnent. | eventually was able to
find out where she was, and | had to cross one
I ntersection before | could get to her. | was
st opped by police, asking what in the world |
was doing. | told them| needed to go get a
child out of the parking garage, and they said
no.

Now, mind you, this also neans that if |
was just trying to get back to nmy car to | eave
the protest, | would not have been all owed to.
The officers told ne that sonme cops would go
and get her. Wile choking down tear gas, |
told the man that, this person is a child who
is nowterrified of you, and I don't think
sending in a teamof officers would be the best
I dea.

After sonme back and forth, | was all owed

to wal k through and go get her. | did see
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peopl e running, and all I'"mhearing is
scream ng and bangs. | find out that there's
actually three mnors in this parking garage,
and they are terrified. | now have to figure
out howto get themout. The streets to the
par ki ng garage had been bl ocked by officers, so
| couldn't get ny husband to bring the car
in-- and | couldn't get the kid's car out. |
didn't know what to do to keep these kids safe,
so | just sat there on the sidewal k. The cops
finally ended up unbl ocking the street and
providing a safe exit route at 8:34 p. m
HPD traumatized us all, and I will never

fully trust a police officer again. W need
reformand we need it yesterday. HPD nust work
now and work hard to repair their danage.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Thank you for com ng.
Ckay. Let's go down the list. Mlanie Mirray?
Pai ge, not here? Angela Curry? Angela Curry?

ANGELA CURRY: Do | speak here?

M5. GUERRIERI: (Indicating.)

ANGELA CURRY: Thank you. Do | need to

gi ve any information?
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M5. GUERRI ERI: Just your nane, please.

ANGELA CURRY: Ckay. Angela Curry.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Wl cone.

ANGELA CURRY: Thank you. And | am here
because | have a series of questions. Let ne
find them Sonme of the questions that | have
for the CACis, wll we hear status reports
regardi ng these investigations in the public or
on your website so that we have an idea of how
long this is going to take? Another question
that | have is, what is the status of the
i nvestigation/pursuit of the identified
anar chi st who got away, according to Chief
McMurray's June 18th presentation? Another
guestion that | have for the CAC -- and |I'm
aski ng these questions not knowng if you all
are doing this or not, so |I'mputting them out
there for whoever. WII| the status of those
I nvestigations ever be made public? If the
i nvestigations into the protest was a
coordi nated effort under the sole command of
Chief McMurray, why would all information

related to the coordinated effort not be at his
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di sposal for mtigated relief to the public, of
course, redacting confidential information?
And so |I' m speaki ng about the Madi son County
Sheriff's Ofice and the state trooper reports.

So now | "mgoing to give sone informtion
about the energency managenent and focus on ny
| ast two questions. One, where was the traffic
routing plan fromHPD for the June 1st and the
June 3rd protest? Crowd control events
generally have to include sonme kind of traffic
plan. And two, ny nmain question is, why wasn't
the public informed of the danger, which
warranted a nul ti agency response, to include
state agencies -- so that they could be
prepared for verified threats of violence?

So | was not at the protest. | watched it
t hrough soneone's Live. | read the news
reports where three-year-ol ds were gassed,
things of that nature. And so | want to read a
little bit from FEMA about energency
managenent. It's nost sinply defined as the
di scipline dealing with risk and risk

avoi dance. Risk represents a broad range of
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i ssues and includes an equally diverse set of
pl ayers. The range of situations and events
that could potentially involved energency
managenment or the emergency nanagenment system
is extensive. So it's undeniable that

ener gency managenent is integrated to the
security of our daily lives, as it should be
integrated into our daily decisions, rather

t han being called upon in response to daily

di sasters. So energency managenent is an

essential role of governnent. The Constitution

tasks the states with the responsibility for
public health and safety. Hence, they are
responsi ble for public risk. And the federal

gover nnent assunes a secondary role, and the

federal governnment's ultinmate obligation is to

hel p when state, local, or individual entities

are over whel ned.

So based on Chief McMurray's presentation

fromJune 18, they called -- the North Al abama

Mul tiagency Crinme Center was involved, which
neans this was a nul tiagency event. Qur |ocal

| aw enforcenent public safety activity that
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take place starting well in advance of these
significant events they, | guess, interact.
And you said that their goal is always to
determ ne and plan the | evel of response needed
to best protect and serve or citizens. So as
the events grew cl oser and throughout the
duration of the event, nore intel, nore
potential threats, constantly screamng to a
team of anal ysts who are reviewing all this.
He nentioned Captain Brooks, a graduate of the
Command and Patrol Acadeny and how he fini shed
at the top of his class, he teaches at a
facility for Honeland Security. He trains
people all over the nation, he said. So,
again, there were credible threats, according
to Chief McMurray. W have an energency -- we
have an obligation as a |ocal governnent to
informcitizens of inpending threat. | nean,
we have the tornado sirens for tornadoes.
Threats do not just include natural disasters.
They include threats of violence as well.
Where was the obligation for the chief of

police to pre-warn citizens? | want to know,
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are these itens going to be fact checked that
were stated, because there was a report by WZDX
news published at 4:17 p.m on June 3rd that
says verified. Runors around the rally against
police brutality. And | want to give you --

M5. GUERRIERI: Your tine is up. Thank
you for com ng.

ANGELA CURRY: Can | give you this
report? This news article?

M5. GUERRIERI: Could you give it to our
attorneys, please? The counsel right there.

ANGELA CURRY: Okay.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Thank you. Paul Seel ey?

MR, LITTLE: He's not com ng.

M5. GUERRIERI: Not com ng? And John
Geco is not here. Let's continue on with the
sign-ups that came in today. Susan Fultz?

SUSAN FULTZ: Good afternoon. Thank you
for your tinme. M nane is Susan Fultz.

THE GUERRI ERI: W\l cone.

SUSAN FULTZ: In Iight of the violence,
| ooting, rioting, burning, and destruction and

anarchy across Anerica in the past few nonths,
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| feel the actions of our police was definitely
warranted. If Chief McMurray and Sheriff
Turner had not attended the protest and the
crowd proceeded with violence, rioting, burning
and destruction, they would have surely been
bl aned, criticized or worse. Wile review ng
the news events on June 1st and 3rd, | was
appal l ed to see soneone setting an Anmerican
flag on fire in the center of a crowd of
people. | was shocked that this was occurring
in our beautiful, peaceful city. There were
many peaceful denonstrators, but it was obvious
there were agitators in the cromd. | amgl ad
our police stood strong and protected our city,
our courthouse, and our historic statue, and
our historic district, and | whol eheartedly
t hank them

| have spoken to several business owners
on the square, and there was resoundi ng praise
to the police and their protection of their
busi nesses. Qur police are dedicated and their
services are very nuch appreciated. The crowd

t hat woul d not disperse after al nost two hours
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past the permit tinme and after nmultiple
requests by the police could have easily

escal ated, resulting in rioting and destruction
as it had in several of our country's cities.
All the protesters had to do was obey the | aw
and | eave the area, as the permt, and as
requested by | aw enforcenent.

Additionally, due to the close proximty
of our beautiful historic neighborhood, the
protesters nay have mgrated to that area,
proceeded to escalate, and the area quite
possi bly coul d have been damaged, | ooted or
worse if they had not been di spersed.

| also heard the comments that the August
12t h Advi sory Council hearing were people who
had participated in the protest, spoke about
being treated unfairly and were afraid of the
police. |If | had attended such an event, |
woul d have felt conforted in that our police
were there to protect ne fromharm Those that
refused to di sperse brought any police
escal ation on thenselves in not respecting the

gui delines set or the directions given by our
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police officers.

| was born and raised in Mam, Florida.
And in 1992, ny husband and nysel f noved here
to Huntsville with our young daughter. W did
not want to raise her in such a violent city.
There were many instances of rioting, burning,
| ooting, and maj or destruction to areas of
Huntsville (SIC) prior to our noving away. W
chose Huntsville after visiting famly nenbers
here and felt it was a wonderful, peaceful
pl ace to rai se our daughter. W were
pl easantly surprised by all the friendly and
honest people here, and we felt safe. The
maj ority of our police are good people, and |
can't imagi ne what our lives would be |ike
wi t hout them and the safety and security they
provi de us.

Law and order is the nost fundanental
el ement of civilization. It would be a
trenendous danger to our citizens to defund our
police. Qur police officers put their lives at
risk every day, and their famlies never know

if they'll come hone safely that day. | ask
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you, who runs into danger as the rest of us run
away? Who do we call when we need hel p? Wo
do we call when our home is broken into? Wo
do we call when we are assaulted? Wo do we
call when we are robbed? Wuo do we call when
we are raped? And who do we call when there's
an active shooter at our child' s school? The
police. On a daily basis, our police have to
deal with the human issues that the rest of us
are afraid to deal with or don't have the neans
to do so. | have famly and friends who are or
have been in | aw enforcenent, and it is a
t hankl ess job |ike health care workers. So to
do -- they do it because they care and want to
hel p peopl e and serve the public. The police
respect the citizens, and the citizens should
respect the police as well as the law. | have
taught ny children and grandchildren to wal k up
to an officer or a mlitary person and thank
themfor their service and sacrifice.

Again, ny famly and | would like to thank
you all -- thank all of our police officers for

all they do. Additionally, we would |like to
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t hank the | eadershi p who support our police,
because our police cannot do their job w thout
t he backi ng and support of their managenent.
Thank you again for your tine today.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Thank you for com ng.
M. John G eco?

JOHN GRECO Timng is everything. Over
here (indicating)?

M5. GUERRI ERI: Yes.

JOHN GRECO.  CGood afternoon.

M5. GUERRIERI: Good afternoon. Wuld
you state your nane for us, please?

JOHN GRECG  John Greco. So many of
you -- or sone of you know nme. |'m an
ort hopaedi ¢ surgeon here in town, and |'ve been
here for 24 years. So this is ny adopted town,
and | love it so. So |I'mhere to support Chi ef
Mark McMurray the Huntsville Police Departnent
and all |aw enforcenent officers who did
actions -- or took actions on June 1st and June
3rd. Listening to the runors and seeing things
on TV, as we all did, you could see the danage

that was occurring to nearby cities, such as
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Bi rm ngham and Nashville. The concern was
real. | livein -- just two bl ocks from
downtown. So | was concerned as a homeowner,
seei ng buil dings being burned, seeing rocks

t hrown through wi ndows, Mol otov cocktails.

It's just very, very concerning. So in fear of
that, | left ny office early, had canceled 30
patients, apologized to them to get hone. W
young daughter was actually studying for the
bar exam so she was by herself so | didn't want
her to be there by herself. Cane honme, turned
of f the gas because we were concerned about --
didn't know what was goi ng to happen. Checked
bushes for objects because we had been told
that that was a -- sonmething that was
potential. People would put bricks in the
bushes. So | did that. Took all ny flags
down. M Al abama flag and ny -- the state of
Al abama flag and the United States flag. So |
even got fire extinguishers. | figured if ny
house is going to get burned, and it had |ived
through the Cvil War, | certainly wanted it to

live through this civil disturbance.

ALABAMA
COURT REPORTING




© 0 N oo o s~ w NP

[EEN
o

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

Huntsville City Council Resolution No. 20-487

105

| think other cities had a | ot of danage
because of no significant police plan and poor
backing fromtheir governnment. Nationw de
cities are suffering because of the sane
reason. |f you don't have direction fromcity
officials, your police force is going to have
no direction. | think Mayor Battle worked with
our police force and the | aw enforcenent
officers to have a plan. | took great confort
knowi ng that the police were taking any and al
potential threats seriously and working hard to
ensure the safety of our city. As a surgeon,
it's the same thing. You plan for the worst
and hope for the best. | think if we had
pl anned and just kind of said, well, probably
not hi ng bad wi Il happen, | think bad things
woul d have happened, and then we woul d have
been having this conversati on wondering why the
police force didn't act enough.

So |l think it was really inportant that
they were overcautious, and | think it saved
many aspects of our city. | really do believe

that. The protesters -- there was a set tine.
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| think everybody should be able to protest,
but there's a set tine for protest. It's a
law. You can protest fromthis tine to this
time. Police force gave them an hour and a
half -- and I"'msorry if this is redundant from
ot her speakers. | apologize. They gave them
an hour and a half to | eave. Wen they're not
| eavi ng, you've got to do sonething. Ckay,
you' ve got to leave. |If you don't |eave, okay,
we're going to have to make you | eave. That's
just the way it is. Laws are laws. Rules are
rules. It's a sinple thing. |It's not rocket

science. Bottomline, if you're told to | eave,

| think you need to |leave. | nean, it's just
easy. | think that -- you know, if you start
becom ng belligerent -- it's like getting

pul l ed over in a car. Oficer asks for your

| icense, asks for your registration, you
decide, I'mnot going to give you ny |icense
and registration, well, that's obviously going
to set a very poor tone, and your next 15
mnutes is probably going to be very difficult.

It's the sane type of thing. It's a sinple
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rule. Qbey the rules. |f you obey the rules
bad things don't happen.

My perspective of the | aw enforcenent
officers is different fromnost. As an
ort hopaedi ¢ surgeon, |'ve had the opportunity
to treat dozens and dozens of police officers,
DEA, sheriffs, state troopers. | call many of
themfriends. | think these guys are -- and
men and wonen are beautiful brave souls who put
their lives on the Iine every day. You know,
it's easy to have hindsi ght being 20/ 20.
Everything is really clear in ny rear-view
mrror, but it's still very fuzzy up front. So
you don't know what you're going to cone upon
when you deal with folks, whether it's an angry
nmob or not an angry nob. It's just one of
t hose things where you don't know what's goi ng
to happen. Look at Oficer Clardy. He didn't
think he was going to die that day. So I think
it's easy to say, you know, give people the
benefit of the doubt. |In this scenario, giving
peopl e the benefit of the doubt nowadays is

probably not the greatest idea. So | think

ALABAMA
COURT REPORTING




© 0 N oo o s~ w NP

[EEN
o

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

Huntsville City Council Resolution No. 20-487

108

t hat you have to understand these people are
normal human beings. They're parents, they're

mentors, fathers, nothers. They're not bullies

and beasts, by and large. | nean, there's good
eggs -- far nore good eggs and there's very few
bad eggs in every -- in ny profession, in |aw

enforcenent in everything, teaching. So |
thi nk you have to take that with a grain of
salt and that nost of these officers are good
f ol ks.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Thank you very nuch.

Your tinme is up.

JOHN GRECO  Ckay. Thank you very nuch.

| appreciate it.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Thank you for com ng.

JOHN GRECO  Again, |I'mvery proud of
our police officers. | think they should be
conmended and not condemmed because | think
they did a great job.

M5. GUERRIERI: Let's see if we have
anyone that's cone in that's previously signed
up. Melanie Murray? Do we know if Melanie is

comng or -- okay. Barry Garrison? Abby
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Kunkl e?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: She's not here.

M5. GUERRIERI: GCkay. | want to make
sure I'mnot m ssing anyone. And Paul Seel ey
is not comng; is that correct?

MR LITTLE: Yes, he's not com ng.

M5. GUERRIERI: Let's continue on with
who signed up today. Lindsey Loque. |'msorry
if I didn't pronounce your |ast nane right.

LI NDSEY LOQUE: |'m Lindsey Loque. |
live in District 2. | didn't prepare a speech.
And after hearing many of the people here
today, | have a lot nore in mnd.

First off, | heard from-- was it

M. Seay? He nentioned capsaicin. And | don't
think a | ot of people know what that is right
off the bat. |If you' ve ever eaten many, |iKke,
chili peppers or sonething, capsaicin is the
conponent in it that basically nmakes it spicy.
So when he's tal king about when he says it's
used in weapons as dispersal agents, it's that
in a very concentrated form | ate sone of the

spi ci est hot sauce |'ve ever had | ast week, and
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| had to lay on ny stomach for the whole night.

So just inmagine themusing that to di sperse

people. It works and it hurts, and necessarily
so.

Anyways, the last | spoke here, | let the
council know that just after June 3rd, | had

gotten together sone of the arrested protesters
just to try to get their stories out there
while maintaining their anonymty. | tried to
ask themto be here today, but you have to
under st and, when we hear about people wth fear
to speak up here, these are people who have
pending trials so they can't -- like, their

| egal counsel mght not want themto talk
because that could jeopardi ze their case. It
also is police intimdation. | can tell you
that that's a real thing. As a little girl ny
nmom was brutalized by police, and I

W tnessed -- while being driven to school, cops
woul d follow her while she was in a |lawsuit.
And | was a white wonman. | can't even i nagi ne
what she woul d've went through if she was a

person of color. So I can truly understand why
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t hese people aren't here today.

These are the points -- | just want to
present y'all with some things that they told
me that | found very concerning. 1In all the
ones | talked to, every single arrested
protester or people that are just harnmed told
me they did not see an officer that did not
have their badge nunber covered wth duct tape.
And | was very thorough in asking about this.
Sone people said, well, that is odd. Oficers
standing in line with fallen officers, but
that's just a bad excuse. That takes away
transparency. You're going to hear ne bring
that word up a lot. There's no reason to cover
up your badge nunber. I'msorry. Gve ne a
second.

Every single person that 1've talked to
that's been arrested, none of them knows the
name of their physical arresting officer. And
many of them have the sane two or three
arresting officers witten on their report.
|"mpretty sure you can figure out that sounds

kind of fishy. Like, these arresting officers,
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t hey' ve seen them now. Sone of them have went
to trial, and they're not the sane people who
physically arrested them
And | ast but not least, |I talked to
sonebody who went to trial recently, and they
said the officer claimed there was no body cam
footage available for his arrest. That's very
concerning. | know John told ne y'all have
access to that. |If you could look into nore
detail and nake sure that body camfootage is
fully avail able for everybody who was arrested
June 1st and June 3rd.
And | don't need the full five m nutes.

Thank you.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Thank you for com ng.
Chris Small ey?

CHRI STOPHER SMALLEY: Hello. M nane is
Chri st opher Snal | ey.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Wl cone.

CHRI STOPHER SMALLEY: [|'ma nedic that's
been present at every protest since June 3rd.
At the beginning of the June 3rd protest, |

arrived with all of ny gear on the belt and in
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nmy bag ready to provide care, as | had seen on
the 1st and on the 30th of May that no nedi cal
personnel were present at these protests.

HEMSI units that are usually present at

civil -- civil actions, including the one that
took place at Juneteenth, they weren't present.
O ficers that were speaking to protesters after
this event stated that there were HEMSI
personnel and nedically trained officers who
were inbedded with that line. At not one point
did | see an injured protester on any |ive
streamor in person rendering aid to an injured
protester. It was left to the street nedics
who were on site to be able to render care, as
of ficers and HEMSI woul d not render aid to any
injured persons. According to the statenents
gi ven by those people who were provided after
jail care, injuries were left unaided while in
cells. Any person who was detained, arrested
and was injured was not cared for. This is an
absol utely unacceptable action. Ever since
that day, | have nade it ny job to go out to

every action for Huntsville protesters to
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ensure safety. And every day | hope that the
only thing I do is hand out water and maybe
tell sonebody to go sit in the shade.

On June 3rd, | was told by officers that |
could not enter the area because | had a bag
wi t h equi pnent because they did not |ike the
equi pnent | carried: a spray bottle of liquid
antacid and water which is used to neutralize
capsaicin and tear gas particles on skin.
Because | had equi pnent that was capabl e of
defeating riot control agents. Because | was
there to care for those injured people who
woul d be I eft behind by traditional nedical
institutions. | left that scene upon the
intimdation of police officers that day. And
| stood by ready to go, watching |live streans,
until the very nonment that first volley of tear
gas was fired by the officers. Wwo | mght
add, m ssed conpletely. Fired off to the side,
ended up hitting hinself. Geat job. Geat
aim But sinply put, the nonent that first
vol |l ey went out, | hopped in ny car, | grabbed

my equi pnent, and | rushed down there. | had
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to treat six different people for tear gas, OC
spray. At |east one person was shot by a
rubber bullet that | had to provide care to and
then give after care, discharge themand tel
themto go home or go to the hospital, and then
continue on because street nedics don't just
stop. W can't just care for one person and
move on. It is constant. There were nore
injured there than | woul d expect the standard
di spatcher had to be in action like this to be
able to render aid to. Numerous nedi cs showed
up at actions after that event, because HPD
showed a conplete and utter disregard for life
and val uing property over it.

| sincerely cannot believe that it is
acceptable for the City of Huntsville to allow
their officers to deploy tear gas in such
massi ve anounts that a cloud of it is visible
fromthe highway passi ng the downt own
nmetropolitan area. | am absolutely appalled at
the fact that children had to go through this
gas. As previous speakers stated, children

were trapped in a garage, terrified, being
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tortured by this gas. Mnd you, it only takes
a small anmpbunt of it on skin to create heavy
irritation. In the eyes, wthout eye wash, it
can cause occul ar damage, up to, and including
bl i ndness. Oficers were found to be
indiscrimnately spraying OC at protesters with
no clear notivation. Al of these injuries
were left to either be treated by people like
me, who has received a 20-hour training in
order to provide nedical care at these actions,
or people who are even less trained. This city
allowed the police departnment to injure its own
citizens who -- while the supporters of the
police will state that the police thensel ves
are doctors -- or you know, they're not

bullies. They've got children. Sonme of them
used to be teachers. Sone of them have -- you
know, everybody's got lives. Everybody's
people. So are the people that are gassed.
didn't see a single person on any |ive stream
other than the agitators. Yes, there were
agitators in the crowd. | saw one man in ful

canb. He was the one that burnt that flag. |
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saw ot her protesters on that stream including
one who cones to ny house quite frequently,
pull himoff. Tried to stop the fire. Tried
to get himto go the hell away. Pardon ny
French, but this is serious. Thank you.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Thank you for com ng.
Mauri ce Shi ngl et on?

MAURI CE SHI NGLETON, JR. : Maurice
Shi ngl et on, Jr.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Wl cone.

MAURI CE SHI NGLETON, JR.: This is
pretty -- well, not really good to be back
again, but watching the live streamthis
norning, | noticed that many citizens have
finally cane and spoke about their appreciation
for officers, which I'mproud of themfor
com ng up and naking a statenment because that
is exactly what a | ot of protesters are or have
been doing. M question to that is, was it not
just in the 1950s that the police brutalized
the people of our color? WAs it not just in
recent years that it was illegal be black? MW

guestion to everyone that says police did their
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j ob, which they were following orders, so |I'm
going to go up the |adder to M. Battle and
Chief McMurray. Mayor Battle, even though he
is not here, was not present when things were
going on at the end. The difference between
June 1st, 3rd and the 5th is that on the 5th,
we had a council nenber stay with us the whole
time. If | am-- if | amnot correct on that
i nformati on, soneone will correct ne. But the
fact is that the | eadership was there on the
5th to make sure their citizens were protected.

It's sad to see that there is not one
person of color that has canme up here and said
that they appreciate the police officers or
anyone outside of mnority. Everyone that cane
to speak up here, the systemis neant to
protect you. It always has. The systemis not
nmeant to protect people who go against the norm
as what is said. The systemis not nmeant to
protect those that actually do what is right or
want to do what is right.

As we know, tine was changed -- or the

time for the protest, it was changed, and a | ot
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of people did not know that. So nmany, nmany
peopl e did not know that. And | am saddened
that there was no accountability from our
| eadership on those days to nake sure that
everyone was protected. W cannot -- we
shouldn't blane the citizens that tried their
best to | eave when police cars were bl ocking
the exits that we were supposed to be able to
| eave. But yet, as soneone has said, at 8:34
they were finally allowed to | eave or they
finally had exit. |'mdisappointed in the
counci| and al nost everyone here because it
doesn't seemlike there's nmuch action, and
that's because | haven't | ooked much into what
you all are doing. But as | see continuously,
that there's people every single day that cone
up here -- or at least every tine you have a
nmeeting, you conme up here to speak the sane
i njustices that's going on.

So | didn't cone up here with a speech,
of course, but | just cane to speak ny m nd.
And we've got to do better, guys. W've got to

do better because there's innocence. And if
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the actions that we see on -- or the actions on
June 1st and 3rd and any other tinme after, |
woul d hate to see what woul d have happened if
t hey had actual |ive weapons as they do every
time they sit on the streets. |f someone woul d
sit there and call them outside of their nane,
does that provoke themto just shoot on sight
or to antagoni ze or to pressure or hurt or harm
another citizen, which we have seen in our
city. Crystal Ragland, Dana Fl etcher, and
many, many ot her nanes.

| amglad that the officers did not have
live ammuniti on because, as we see, sinple
small actions -- as in small neans of
di srespect -- for the sane officers that
di srespect sone of the citizens a ot of ]
time. And |I'mnot speaking for all officers
because | do understand that there are officers
that are neant to be there and do the best they
can wth what they have. But there's not a
systemthat protect those officers that speak
out against injustices. So it is up to you

paid individuals to continue to speak up for
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us.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Thank you for com ng.
Ckay. |I'mgoing to go through the |ist of
nanes one nore tinme before the ones who signed
up online, just to make sure we have not m ssed
anyone. Abby Kunkle? Barry Garrison? Melanie
Murray? Paige Manz? And we were notified
M. Sealey is not comng. And signing up
t oday, we have heard from Doug Seay, Susan
Fultz, Lindsey Loque, Chris Snalley, Maurice
Shi ngl eton. And on our |ist, we have Jessica
Johnson who woul d i ke to speak again.

JESSI CA JOHANSON: I f that's okay.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Menbers of the counci
will be here until 1:00. Are you okay with
t hat ?

M5. MCCULLEY: |Is there a gentleman that
hasn't spoken?

M5. GUERRIERI: Are you M. difton
Oficer? Let ne get you first because you
haven't spoken today.

CLI FTON OFFI CER Thank you.

M5. GUERRIERI: |If you'll state your
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nanme, please.

CLIFTON OFFICER: H, I'mdifton
Oficer.

M5. GUERRI ERI: Wl cone.

CLI FTON OFFI CER:  Despite ny | ast nane,
| cannot condone the actions by the Huntsville
Pol i ce Departnent during the recent protest.
While | was not present, | did have many
friends that were there experience what they
described as a traumatic event. Plenty of
peopl e have been up here speaki ng about their
own experiences, and | don't want to retread
old water, but what | want to talk to the
council today is about police accountability.
| understand that throughout the country,
qualified immunity exists for when an officer
feels that they are threatened. That they are
allowed to take actions in order to deal with
what they feel is ensuring safety to the
public. | think that the information that
Chief McMurray gave us during his hearing
wasn't as credible as we were led to believe.

| think that he acted proactively with
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unsubstanti ated evidence, and it ended up being
a lot of people hurt. Wuat | would |ike to see
going forward is the end of qualified immunity
in our state and specifically fromw thin

Hunt svil | e.

Chief McMurray stated that releasing the

information in regards to the chem cal
conponents of the chem cal agents used, as well
as any information regarding tactical gear and
equi pnent and rounds, would be a detrinent to
public safety if the informati on was rel eased.
| wanted to briefly cite -- | believe it is

Al abama public records | aw under Code 36-12-40
and 36-12-41 stating that the public has a
right to these records. | believe that the

wi t hhol ding of information in regards to the
equi pnent used on Huntsville citizens is nore
of a detrinent to public safety than the

hol ding onto the information. | believe it's a
probl em that needs to be addressed in order to
bring about nore transparency during these
times. That's all | had to say. Thank you.

M5. GUERRIERI: Thank you for com ng.
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Ckay. This concludes everyone that we have on
our online sign-up. And then Jessica -- do we
have anybody el se besi des Jessica? Ckay.
Jessi ca Johnson?

JESSI CA JOHANSON:  Thank you. And thank
you for giving ne the opportunity to speak
again. | appreciate it.

M5. GUERRIERI: Wl cone, again. Wl cone

agai n.

JESSI CA JOHNSON:  Thanks. After
| istening to everybody, | had a few nore things
that | would like to say. I|'d like to note

t hat runors, hearsay and fear nongering are not
hel pful. | believe it's inportant when

| i stening and considering the testinonies

you' ve heard today to know t he people who were
actually in attendance on June 1st and/or June
3rd. Also, please note the significant

di stinction between people who are preparing to
defend t hensel ves agai nst an attack versus

t hose who are actively inciting violence.

There are many videos of protesters and nedi a

officials trying to | eave the protest that were
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unable to do so as they were pushed back into
the square by | aw enforcenent officers. There
Is a tactic known as kettling. The biggest
obstacle to dispersing the cromd was the
overwhel m ng police presence that bl ocked

mul tiple exits.

Miuch has been said about the permt for
the protest on June 3rd. The tine of the
permt was shortened at the behest of HPD at
the last mnute. This tinme change was not
clearly communicated to protesters. In his
special report to city council, the chief of
police stated that permts are not required for
hol ding a protest. He said this nmultiple tines
in referencing a protest that occurred downt own
on Friday -- on June 4th. Yet when the chief
referenced the events of the evening of June
3rd, he stated that it was an unl awful assenbly
and that the crowd needed to di sperse because
their permt expired. So do you need a permt
or not? Wich one is it?

Again, it's inportant to be clear that

respect |aw enforcenent and recogni ze the
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difficult job that HPD has. | fully support
responsi ble policing. It's clear HPD officers
undergo rigorous training. | believe they

shoul d be provided new training on nmethods of
deescal ati on.

| encourage each of you, and all of HPD,
to listen to the citizens who protested.
Listen to the people who were actually in
attendance. Listen to the citizens that are
hurting and step up and take responsibility.
Qur country is at a crossroads. Qur children
and grandchildren are watching. No doubt they
will read about these tines in their history
books, and they're going to ask us, what were
we doing? Wat are you doing? Wich side of
hi story are you standi ng on? Thank you.

M5. GUERRIERI: Thank you for com ng.
Do we have anyone el se that has signed up to
speak today? |If no one else is here to
speak -- and it's been verified that we have
allowed 30 mnutes for extras, but no one is
here, and we have the council chanber until

1:00, I will start the proceeding to end this
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sessi on.

Thi s concl udes the public hearing for
August 28th. Another public hearing is being
schedul ed for | eadership of groups and
organi zations in Septenber. As a rem nder to
the public, video, photos, and comrents can be
upl oaded to our website,
Hunt svi | | ePol i ceRevi ew. com

On behalf of the citizens Advisory
Council, thank you for taking the tinme to cone
and speak to us. Do | hear a notion to
adj ourn?

MR. ROSSOWN  Mbti on.

3

LOVE: Second.

&

GUERRIERI: Al in favor?

(At which time, all council nenbers

voted in the affirmative.)

M5. GUERRIERI: W are adjourned.

MEETI NG ADJ OURNED.
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CERTI FI CATE

STATE OF ALABANA
AT LARGE

| hereby certify that the above and
f oregoi ng hearing of the HPCAC was taken down
by ne in stenotype and the questions and
answers thereto were transcri bed by neans of
conmput er - ai ded transcription; transcribed by ne
or overseen by nme, and that the foregoing
represents a true and correct transcript of the
testinony given by said wtness upon said
heari ng.

| further certify that | am neither of
counsel, nor of kin to the parties to the
action, nor aml in anywise interested in the
result of said cause.

| further certify that | amduly |icensed
by the National Court Reporters Association as
a Regi stered Professional Reporter and by the
Al abama Board of Court Reporting as a Certified
Court Reporter as evidenced by the NCRA and
ACCR nunbers foll ow ng my nanme found bel ow.

So certified oot

QY Sti npson
NCRA No. 45087, AL No. 612

Commi ssi oner and Notary Public
Al abana State at Large

My Conm ssion Expires: Septenber 30, 2021

Sarap/ Carlton Stinpson, CCR RPR
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